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REGIONAL NEAR EAST 


EGYPTIAN LABOR MINISTER DISCUSSES ARAB LABOR PROBLEMS 
Tunis AL-ANWAR AL-TUNISIYAH in Arabic 29 Mar 87 p 3 


[Interview with Mr 'Isam ‘Abd-al-Haqq: "Backward Management Kills Production 
Power"; in Tunis, date not specified] 


[Text] The principal malady of the Arab countries is still production, and 
their sole concern is still related ‘o the utilization of their human 
resources. 


This significant pivotal point prompted AL-ANWAR to interview Mr ‘Isam ‘Abd- 
al-Haqq, the Egyptian minister of labor, who visited our country recently to 
attend the seminar held a few days ago by the social affairs ministers of the 
Mediterranean countries. 


[Question] What is the purpose of this meeting and what are the most 
important issues it discussed? 


LAnswer] This meeting discussed an important issue of concern to the advanced 
industrial countries as well as the underdeveloped ones, namely the 
development of manpower and ways to utilize it. For nations do not advance by 
money alone, but rather by human labor and human resources. We are facing 
several such problems, including population explosion, financial organization 
and a surplus of university graduates. On the other hand, we are faced with 
the problem of a shortage of technicians, who constitute the heart of 
agricultural and industrial production. 


We are also faced with the question of emigration (which is nothing but a 
temporary solution which we have to transcend) and immigration from the 
advanced countries themselves, brought about by economic recession and growing 
unemployment. We are looking for solutions which would enable all countries 
to use all these resources through well-planned investment. 


Another important issue discussed was scientific and technological 
development. We are required to deal with our times and to adapt our human 
resources and manpower accordingly. In other words, we must change our 
concept of education, vocational development, and labor, and must rebuili the 











professional cadres in order to create productive and gainful sources of 
income. So we must have high production, and we must reward it. 


[Question!? Speaking of production and the role of the Arab worker, there is a 
strange irony. The Tunisian construction worker, for example, when working in 
Tunisia, completes no more than one meter a day, but when he goes to France 
his productivity increases to 5 meters. What is the reason for such an irony 
and what is the solution? 


[Answer] There are three things governing the production process: labor, 
laws and bylaws, and management. Good management can benefit from abilities 
and capabilities of the labor force while giving it many rights and benefits. 
Naturally, a backward management cannot benefit from the labor force because 
it does not prepare the workers physically, mentally or spiritually. In this 
regard, an important issue presents itself, namely the understanding by all 
Sides (producers and financiers) of the nature of relations that exist among 
them, relations that must be cultural. With respect to laws and bylaws, 
suffice it to say that it is unreasonable to expect a steel worker, for 
example, to get the same pay as a biscuit factory worker, or to expect every 
problem to be settled through strikes. 


[Question] You agree with me then that the unproductivity of the Arab worker 
in his own country is largely due to a lack of trust between unions, workers 
and the ruling class? 


[Answer] The ruling class in Arab countries is independent, thank God, and 
this is how we ought to perceive it. We also ought to concentrate on the fact 
that we have not attained full awareness because we live in developing 
countries. We are all required to focus on the issue of production and to 
believe that the economy of any Arab country can only be built by its own 
people. Look how the European worker looks after the machinery and means of 
production, and how dedicated and motivated he is. This is how we ought to 
look at our situation and our wasted efforts in time, capabilities, and 
investments. We waste much time and do not pay attention to productivity in 
terms of appointed time. We lack discipline for many reasons, and the 
worker's mentality in our Arab country is still purely self-serving. 
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REGIONAL NEAR EAST 


BRIEFS 


ARAB DEVELOPMENT FUND MEETING--Rabat, 15 April (KUNA)--Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social development [AFESD] concluded tonight the 16th session of its 
Governor's Council. The conferees ratified a report of the Board of Directors 
on the financial situation of the fund and approved financial statements of 
Fiscal 1986. Governors Council approved Kuwait's proposal to exempt the 
fund's board of directors from being full-timers and expanded to eight the 
previously six-member Board of Directors. Libyan Governor Dr Muhammad Farhat 
was elected president of the next council and the North Yemeni representative 
Muhammad Halwaji was elected his deputy. The six members of the board of 
directors were reelected and two membere from Morocco and Oman were also 
elected as new members. Badr Humaidhi [name as received], director general of 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, represented Kuwait in the Board of 
Directors. AFESD returns in 1986 were 117.3 million kd, expenditure 3.2 
million, and revenue surplus amounted to 114.1 million. Aggregate loans for 
member states for the current year reached 782.6 million kd, while unpaid due 
debts for the last~year were 5.5 million kd. [Text] [Kuwait KUNA in English 
1934 GMT 15 Apr 87 LD} /12913 
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ALGERIA NEAR EAST 


COMMENTARY ON FORMATION OF NEW HUMAN RIGHTS LEAGUE 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in Frerch 17 Apr 87 p 13 


[Text] An Algerian Human Rights League--to do what? And why now? Does this 
mean that, before, the rights of the Algerians were not protected? Who aie 
these men, these women, these men of culture, these lawyers, these personali- 
ties, and how are they coopted? How did the General Constituent Assembly-- 
which was held for 6 hours of debate last Thursday, in the Justice Palace on 
Abane Ramdane St reet--decide? 


"It is true,” admit the promoters of the League “this was done with absolute 
discretion and we did not knowingly want to publicize our action too much." 
But in the meantime, the information circulated very little and the absence 
of facts opened the way to a multitude of speculations, especially in press, 
culture, and lawyer circles. Fantastic rumors, which were picked up by 
foreign publications, in which the "champions" of the defense of human rights 
overseas gave free rein to their imagination, questioning from the very 
beginning the credibility of a league which, they say, “is governzent- 
inspired." According to them, this league is "manipulated" by "dark" forces 
of whom one only knows that they gravitate around the government. As a 
matter of fact, every piece of progress made in this field never fails to 
arouse rather foggy reflections on the part of those who believe that they 
have and that they always will have a monopoly in the defense of rights in 
the countries of the Third World. So much for then. 


What remains important for us is that this is a step forward in terms of 
strengthening democracy. Without prejudging the future actions of this 
league, there is one thing that is sure and that is that these men and women, 
who take it upon themselves to make their contribution to the implementation of 
justice in Algeria, do deserve respect. This is a noble action which honors 
the men of art and culture who too often are reproached for an inclination 
toward egotism and the easy way out, very unjustly, by the way. Everything 
began with them several years ago when they rose up against an interview 

with an old torturer during the war in Algeria, put out by our sister 
publication ALGERIE-ACTUALITE. This is just about the first effort which 
mobilized the members of the rally in support of a protest and which cleared 
the way for the creation of the league. Several months later, a league was 
bound to be born but it did not get any backing. That was another step. 

This league was called League I and its president Ali Yahia Abdenour attended 
the Constituent Assembly of League II as observer. Circles close to the new 








league have rot yet said whether or nct the two will merge but it seems that 
there is a move toward a consensus the moment membership is opened to all 
those who want to nake their contributicn. 


On the other hand, we learned from an authoritative source close to the league 
that, as of now, the members of the office have taken up an action program 
which, during the next 3 months to come, consists in setting up regional 
sections at the level of each wilaya, in order to become operational through- 
out the entire national territory. It must be noted that the league does not 
pursue any political goal and that its membership is above all national, with 
different sensitivities and different horizons. Journalists can be found 
here along with writers, as well as lawyers, painters, or others. This is 
neither a rally of intellectuals or a group of the cultural current; instead, 
these are Algerian citizens for whom the concern for respect of legality and 
laws comes ahead of any other consideration. 


In its operating mode, the State, like any other State of the world, can make 
mistakes; these are most commuily referred to as "slipups"; it is thus 
entirely normal to call for a more effective system of justice and for 
compliance with the law in a government of laws, with full consideration due 
the law. It is through this action that the league assumes its true meaning, 
that it lays the foundation for its credibility, a notion which the President 
of the Republic will insist on as he receives the office of the league. He 
will also insist on the absolute independence of the organization with respect 
to the other institutions of the country. 


The league's field of activity is vast. What will its relations be with the 
othe: institutions? Will not the slow procedure generally followed in 
bureaucratic considerations hamper the action of this young organization? 
This initiative will bear fruit only through an effort of open collaboration 
with the establishment. Today, 25 years after independence, it is in the 
naturai order of things that Algeria should give itself an institution that 


honors its promoters. 
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EGYPT NEAR EAST 


NDP SECRETARY GENERAL DISCUSSES OPPOSITION 
London AL~HAWADITH in Arabic 10 Apr 87 pp 29-30 


[Interview with Dr Yusuf Wali by Usamah ‘Ajjaj: "Opposition Does Not Rule 
and Its Charges Do Not Intimidate Us"; in Cairo, date not specified] 


[Text] Throughout the last few weeks AL-HAWADITH provided coverage of 
opposition leaders out of its belief in the importance of the party 
experience. Today it concludes its coverage with an interview of Dr Yusuf 
Wali, secretary general of the National Party [NDP]; in that interview he 
replies to all questions and criticisms raised by the Egyptian opposition, 
including: failure to respond to the opposition's call foreither judicial 
supervision [of the elections] or for formation of a neutral government to 
run the elections; insistence on the 8 percent ratio; and exploitation by 
the ruling party of local government as well as ministry capabilities to 
buttress its position with the public while depriving certain political 
forces with grassroot support the right to work within the legal framework. 


The interview took place at the party's headquarters overlooking the Nile 

in Cairo; it began with a question about the government's failure to respond 
to demands which were made by the opposition at the ‘Abdin conference in 

the interest of guaranteeing honest elections. Dr Wali said: 


I believe that the judiciary and the administrative apparatus responsible 
for running the elections and overseeing their every phase are to be 
credited with having made the sovereignty of the law and the institution of 
justice a hallmark of contemporary Egypt. We, government and opposition 
alike, trust the judiciary to safeguard our rights and our possessions-- 
indeed, our lives. So why should the electorai votes be an exception? 

Some see in this kind of talk as an escape from facing the truth about 
their actual weight in the political sphere. 


[Question] Don't you believe that approving the demand for a neutral 
government was liable to rob the opposition of the chance to challenge the 
elections’ integrity and to accuse the government as well as the party of 
rigging and meddling? 








[Answer] The opposition does not rule; its accusations will neither 
intimidate us nor cause us to distrust ourselves, President Mubarak's 
instructions demanded that the elections should be honest and that they 
should follow sound procedures; and we have carried out his instructions. 
The government ministers to Egypt as a whole--the majority as well as the 
opposition--within the framework of the constitution and the law to whose 
letter and spirit the ruling party has always adhered strictly. Accusa- 
tions should not be a standard practice of the opposition; they will never 
be a means of excelling since they lack objectivity. 


[Question] But the ruling party also stands accused of failure to draw a 
line between itself on the one hand and between government and local 
administrations; this means that the resources of the executive apparatus 
are exploited first and foremost to serve the party's interest. What is 
your view in this regard? 


[Answer] Cohesion and harmony between the party and the government are 
something we do not deny; indeed, it is something we always strive to stress 
so as to enable the activities and executive action of the party to achieve 
the objectives of the Egyptian population as a whole--a population whose 
majority subscribes to and supports the principles of the NDP. As for 
exploiting executive branch capabilities in achieving party objectives, 
this is one more item which contradicts facts. We seek to back private 
projects financed voluntarily by private citizens to ease the pressure on 
the overburdened state budget whose every expenditure we regulate strictly. 
We welcome the oversight role exercised by the opposition parties in this 
regard. 


[Question] What assessment can be made--for or against--the party experience 
in Egypt now that it is over 11 years old? 


[Answer] I have said many times that 11 years is not a [sufficiently] 

long time to experience the depth and breadth of democracy and its link 

to several elements in social, economic and cultural life; notwithstanding 
the practice of democracy in our country has produced a large number of 
positive results and positive effects, foremost of which is continuity. 
This fact reflects a definite desire on the part of the Egyptian people and 
President Mubarak to adopt democracy, which is built on the multi-party 
system, as a course for political action. We also find that political and 
partisan activity is becoming more and more related to the basic concerns 
of the masses and the nation; we also observe a public disenchantment with 
old practices and meaneuvers, no matter how exciting. The united positions 
of all Egyptian parties are accentuated in events threatening national 
security, as manifested by the Central Security events and the "Achille 
Lauro" which underscored the fact that our national affiliation rises above 
and transcends any party affiliation. All the negativisms were brought 
about by certain attempts by some to leave our time and our place with all 
their concerns, problems and aspirations for other times and places. 

This subjects the experience to abandonment and lack of participation, the 
most dangerous threat to the democratic formula in our country. However, 
negativisms are receding and positivisms are growing and we are all very 
hopeful about the future. 








[Question] If the Grouping Party [NPUG] represents the left, the Labor 
Party [SLP], prior to the alliance, represented the left of center and the 
Wafd and Liberal Parties the right of center, do you believe it is proper 
for the NDP to represent the "center" and what are the characteristics and 
views of this current? 


[Answer] The 1984 election campaign underscored the NDP's sincere repre~- 
sentation of the center in our country in a clear and tangible fashion, 

a representation based on centrality and moderation, renunciation of radicalism 
both by the right and the left, inspiration through lessons learned from 
our people's democratic march in its contemporary history and subscription 
to its goals and tendencies in backing independent will and raising the 
standard of living. The central current, represented by the National 
Party, stresses religious values, believes in their importance in building 
the individual and society and rejects their utilization as an element of 
political disparity. We believe in the pivotal role of the public sector 
in the economy and believe as well that support for the private and coopera- 
tive sectors and the promotion and enhancement of their role in economic 
life does not negate the public sector's pivotal status. The two are 
complementary. We also support gains for labor and farmers and consider 
the 50 percent representation in elected councils an established right. 

We are proud of the principles of justice the July revolution has laid down 
and of the democratic nature of the July revolution and the October war 
victory. All these are revolutions made by the Egyptian people who have 
assimilated the nature of each phase. Hence, we believe that growth and 
higher production represent the first priorities of the current stage, for 
they guarantee free will and safeguard independence in a world dominated 

by the language of force and self-serving considerations. 


[Question] The 23 July revolution is a subject of rivalry among several 
parties, each claiming to be its sole representative and protector. The 
NDP is one of these parties, but points out on the other hand that it is 
the 15 May revolution party despite the obvious contradiction in principles 
between ‘Abd-al-Nasir's 23 July 1952 revolution and al-Sadat's 15 May 1971 


revolution? 


[Answer] If we agree that the major movements in the history of the people 
belong to the people and that development and support of their accomplish- 
ments are essential, we find no contradiction between the justice the July 
revolution achieved and the democratic relaxation realized by the May 
revolution. These accomplishments were tied to a genuine public demand and 
it is certain that all Egyptian parties have been historically linked to 
the July revolution and its accomplishments. It is unreasonable that a 
political party should dissociate itself from this rich stage of our people's 
history that has brought forth a tremendous growth in our economic, social 
and cultural life, thus rendering interaction essential and in keeping with 
the nature of things. 


[Question] Do you not believe that, notwithstanding talk about changes in 
NDP slates and the inclusion of new elements, the ratio was very small, both 
in the nomination lists and those qualified to enter the parliament? 











[Answer] Although change was not as much an end as it was a desire by all 
party committees that participated in the seiection process to put forward 
elements giving and awareness of the profoundness of the stage through 
which our country is going, the rate of change has exceeded 40 percent. 
This was not planned as such, but was rather a direct result of the 
implementation of the above-mentioned selection process. 


[Question] Don't you believe that the insistence on the 8 percent rate 
resulted in the exclusion of small parties from entering the parliament? 
Is any thought being given to amendiny it after the elections, and what 
about the laws the opposition has referred to as disreputable laws? 


[Answer] It is fair to say that the true democracy and freedom of expression 
Egypt is experiencing nowadays did not exist before, but rather had come 
about under existing laws, whatever the name given to them. Nonetheless, 

I always say that the revealed books are the only ones that should not be 
altered. Growth and development require constant review in order to hold 

on to firmly-established principles and to improve deficient ones. The 
final word will come from the new People's Assembly as the legislative 

power following debates aimed at shedding light on the various aspects of 
this matter to uncover the unknown. 


[Question] In the presence of certain challenges under litigation in 
Egyptian courts regarding the unconstitutionality of recent amendments of 
the electoral law, do you not believe that another solution to the new 
People's Assembly is still likely despite the possible suggestion of 
political instability in Egypt? And why is the content of these challenges 


not examined? 


[Answer] The sovereignty of the law is a fact we all uphold and a great 
value we all respect. The recent amendments to the electoral law were 
important because they made it possible to expand the base of representation 
under the dome of parliament and affirmed the principle of equality among 
all citizens under the constitution. We believe in these accomplishments 
because they expand in the political context the legislator sought to create 
and we possess the ability to defend them politically and legally. 


[Question] Do political circumstances still preclude the need to give 
freedom to the political currents deprived of forming their independent 
parties, currents such as the Muslim Brotherhood and Nasirites in particular, 
taking into consideration that they have been actually engaged in political 
action since the Brotherhood ran for election on Labor Party slates and the 
Nasirites recently held a constituent conference? 


[Answer] Their technique in this regard is legal and has been followed by 
other parties engaged in political action within the framework of legitimacy. 
The important thing is to reconcile the wishes of these currents with the 
interests of society and herein lies the unbiased word of the courts save 
for safeguarding the rights of society. 











[Question] How true is the contention that Dr Yusuf Wali is the strong and 
dominant man in the NDP and his support for the dissolution of the People's 
Assembly and his slate selections were aimed at tightening his grip on the 
party as part of the process of settling accounts with other leaders such 

as Dr al-Mahjub and Dr Hilmi al-Hadidi, former minister of health and assis- 
tant secretary of the National Party? 


[Answer] If we are to pay attention to allegations we will be dragged into 
an endless and aimless maze. What is being said today about our rivalries 
will be said tomorrow about our alliances and yesterday's weeklings are 
today's mighty. The truth is that we are all aware of our NDP objectives, 
namely tireless and continual work for the sake of our country's interests 
and for alleviating the suffering of average citizens, even at the level of 
minor personal problems. We are brought together by arduous work that does 
not tolerate such "contentions." 


[Question] Don't you believe that Dr Wali’s success in creating a real 
presence for the NDP among the Egyptian public is more beneficial to 
political life in Egypt in the lung run than dividing your effort between 
the Ministry of Agriculture and other functions? 


[Answer] The political nature of the Minister of Agriculture, regardless 
of his title, is a fact. He deals with issues linked to the people's food, 
clothing and international trade. These matters cannot be separated or 
detached from any party secretary in our country. Agriculture is the main 
occupation of the majority of the population and the rural areas have a 
powerful electoral force which is committed to participation in the 
elections out of an innate and conscious sense of the importance of 
parliamentary representation. Hence, I do not see a conflict between my 
party and my executive work for one serves the other. The ministerial post 
is simply and solely a political one. 


[Question] Some people emphasize the fact that President Mubarak's presence 
at the head of the National Party is the sole factor behind the party's 
presence in the political arena and it may be subject to collapse should 

he leave it. How true is that? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that a good part of the National Party's popu- 
larity is due to President Mubarak's chairmanship. Moreover, the NDP was 
sincere in representing the great majority of Egyptian people and in raising 
the principles that conform to the values that they have always held in 
their hearts. These concepts are underscored day after day to preserve a 
firm position for the party in the political arena. President Mubarak, as 
the party's most senior leader, is always intent on acquainting himself with 
and keeping track of the people's demands and opinions, and on opposing any 
resolution that may cause suffering to the low-income people. He conveys 
this spirit to all party members and this is what counts in achieving party 
unity on national issues. 
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EGYPT NEAR EAST 


FORMER AMBASSADOR VIEWS ARAB AFFILIATION 

Amman AL-YARMUK in Arabic No 18, 1987 pp 32-33 

[Article: "Husni Mubarak's Policy Affirmed Egypt's Arab Affiliation"] 
[Text] The universal concept of national security means, as we all know, 
the incorporation of group interests into one, the respect on the part of 


each party in the group of the self-interests of the other parties provided 
that these interests do not conflict with the higher national iaterest. 





This definition requires us to be accurate and objective in assessing a 
particular policy or tendency, according to prevailing circumstances and 


desired interests. 


In this interview about Egyptian policy we simply must take a close look 

at the policy of President Husni Mubarak, president of the Egyptian Arab 
Republic, for he came to power under tragic circumstances at a time when the 
domestic front commanded the interest of the political power for a long 
period of time based on the proper premise that the two domestic and 
foreign fronts cannot be separated and foreign policy cannot be discussed 
without linking it to the domestic situation. 


President Mubarak, at the beginning of his regime, was distinguished by 
his strong belief in the Egyptian-Arab link. To this end, he embarked on a 
fierce battle te affirm Egypt's Arab identity, which perhaps not too many 
Arabs noticed due to their detachment from the charged atmosphere in Cairo. 
The president resisted a strong current whose slogan was “farewell to the 
Arabs" and was able to triumph over it, thus maintaining Egypt's ties to 
the Arab world and to its ‘ssues, problems and concerns. 


Mr Hafiz Isma'il, former Egyptian ambassador to London, Paris and Moscow, 
chief of General Intelligence in ‘Abd-al-Nasir'’s time and national security 
advisor in al-Sadat's udministration, says that Egypt, during the Mubarak 
era, has moved on three axes that reflect Egypt's Arab affiliation and has 
achieved successes which may be partial but important nonetheless. 
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The first axis is related to the Palestinian issue where Egypt has succeeded 
in extracting from former Israeli Prime Minister Peres, during his recent 
visit to Alexandria, recognition of the so-called international conference, 
thus giving the Palestinian question an international quality. 


Moving the Palestinian question toward debate under an international umbrella 
requires joint and united Arab endeavors, particularly by those parties 
that are directly involved in this issue. 


Mr Isma'il adds that the second axis through which President Mubarak 
reflects Egypt's pan-Arab affiliation is Egypt's moral and material support 
to fraternal Iraq in its just war with Iran, noting that Egypt is still in 
debt to the Soviet Union for the price of weapons sold to Iraq. 


With regard to the third axis, involving Sudan and Egypt, Egypt has 
magnanimously accepted Sudan's request to put the integration agreement 

it had concluded with former President Ja'far al-Numayri on ice, thus 

giving the Sudanese Government the freedom to operate without political 
restraints. Furthermore, Egypt offered military aid to Sudan to buttress 

its negotiating position with the rebels in the South at a time when 
President Mubarak was conducting intensive talks with the Ethiopian president 
during the recent African summit conference with a view to neutralizing 

the conflict inside Sudan and preventing Libyan or Ethiopian intervention. 


These three steps cited by Mr Isma'il may be viewed by some as small and of 
no importance, but in all honesty they are nonetheless positive and in the 
right direction. Had Egypt's circumstances been different, it would have 
undertaken wider and more comprehensive steps. At any rate, it has been 
able to affirm its Arab identity despite all the negativisms and current 
conflicts among Arab regimes. 


On another matter, Mr Isma‘il pointed out that the world today is going 
through a period of transition between the stage of confrontation and the 
stage of negotiation between the two great powers. The failure of the 
recent Reykjavik meeting between Reagan and Gorbachev notwithstanding, 

the two leaders are on their way to reaching an agreement to establish peace 
all over th? world. This negotiating stage forces the Arab nation to come 
up with a realistic and accurate definition of Arab world interests, 
aspirations and demands so that the great powers may be well-informed in 
this regard. This requires a constructive and meaningful dialogue among 
Arab decision-makers to reach an agreement on the issues of concern to us 
in the upcoming stage. 


Many Arab officials have expressed the possibility of turning Arab differences 
into a source of strength rather than weakness, for the important thing is 

to agree on specific goals, then move toward them through several channels 
and not just one. 


Here Mr Isma‘il once again emphasizes that diplomacy is not the only way 


to open the road to the Arabs and neither is war or relations with the 
Soviet Union alone to the exclusion of the United States or vice versa. 
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Our current circumstances require the use of special and privileged relations 
with each of the two super powers and other great powers as they require the 
employment of our human, economic and strategic capabilities in the service 
of our Arab causes. If this is achieved, our Arab causes would definitely 
be moved in the right direction toward the realization of our national goals. 
I'm not saying (Mr Isma'il speaking) that the Arab world, from Mauritania 

to Oman and from Somalia to Lebanon, should be in agreement 100 percent. 

But we must begin with a small nucleus, using Egyptian-Jordanian rapproche- 
ment as an example and this backdrop as a premise forcomprehensive unity. 

If Jordan were to expand this nucleus in the Arab Gulf region and Syria, 

and Egypt expanded it in areas where it has the capability to operate, the 
grounds for agreement would ultimately spread to most Arab countries. 


In his talk, Mr Isma'il touched on Egypt's Arab role at the Arab and African 
level, saying: "It is true that Egypt is an African country and one of the 
founders of the OAU and that it placed much of its material, human and 
scientific resources in the service of liberation causes in Africa throughout 
the sixties and seventies. But events in Syria and Lebanon have a direct 
impact on Egyptian security and interests. We cannot say that Egypt is 
purely African or purely Arab, but rather is Arab first and African second 
since it has interests in east Africa and more important security interests 
in the Arab east." 
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EGYPT NEAR EAST 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD SUPREME GUIDE INTERVIEWED 
London AL=HAWADITH in Arabic 10 Apr 87 p 30 


[Interview with Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr by S. Q.: "We Do Not Believe 
In Sectarianism"; in Cairo, date not specified] 


[Text] No one can dispute, regardless of the diverse number of viewpoints, 
that the Musiim Brotherhood, its illegality under the law notwithstanding, 
has come to r.present a considerable weight in the political theatre in 
Egypt and is a force that has its own popularity and supporters who follow 
it wherever it goes: with the Wafd, the rightist party, as happened in 
the 1984 elections, or with the Labor Party [SLP], a leftist party, as 
happened in the 1986 elections. 


Some say that the alliance slate (Brotherhood, SLP, Liberal) will only get 
the 8 percent needed to get to the new People's Assembly and others bet on 
it being the stalking horse in this year's elections. 


But what does Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr, the general guide of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, say? Fow does he view the difference |«tween the 1984 and 1986 
elections and the chance the Brotherhood has in making it to the new 
parliament? And what is the Brotherhood's program should it obtain seats 

in parliament? How many seats does it expect to win and what issues will 
claim its attention? 


[Question] Actual positions in the 1984 elections and this year's elections 
have provided practical proof that the Muslim Brotherhood is an influential 
and popular force and, therefore, various other forces are seeking to align 
themselves with it, taking advantage of its illegal status as a well-known 
group. How long will this situation persist? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that everybody would like to join hands with the 
deeply-rooted Brotherhood that has firmly established itself as a result of 
the adversities it has encountered. The outcome was that the people 
appreciated the believers. This is why the Brotherhood attracted a large 
segment of the population and because we demand the application of the Islamic 
shari'ah. All parties have no objection to lending us a legitimate hand 

to enter parliament. In 1984 the alliance was with the Wafd, but this time 
the Wafd decided to have its own separate slates. Nevertheless, our relations 
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with it remain strong as if nothing has happened. When the SLP extended a 
cooperative hand, we accepted, thus forming an alliance with it and the 
Liberal Party. 


As I mentioned in my last interview with AL-HAWADITH, we had embarked on 
preparing a plan to set up a political party for the Muslim Brotherhood 
based on the same principles the group has upheld since its establishment 
in 1927. The plan was actually drawn and we were planning to submit it to 
the political parties committee at the proper time, but we had to put it 
on hold because of the elections, 


[Question] Is it possible to speculate that the fate of the tripartite 
alliance will be better than the previous alliance with the Wafd in the 1984 
elections that broke up upon entering parliament? 


[Answer] Actually, we are allied on the basis of separate principles: 

the Brotherhood has its own principles and the same applies to the Labor 
and Liberal parties. This does not prevent us from joining hands and 
agreeing on certain principles such as freedoms and the application of the 
Islamic shari’ah. However, if ~e can agree all the way it would be better. 
If we disagree, our disagrement will be accompanied with appreciation 

and respect rather than strife and disparagement. We will help one another 
in things on which we agree and excusing each other for things on which we 
disagree. 


As for allegations about differences within any of the alliance parties, 

these undoubtedly are natural matters brought about by differences of opinion. 
But in the end, everyone will accept unanimous consent and the important 
thing will be that we have succeeded in solving all the problems in order to 
close ranks and face the situation as a strong opposition. 


With respect to the Brotherhood, our primary aim is to nurture public opinion 
with the call to Islam and to demand the application of Islamic shari'’ah, 
as members or nonmembers of parliament because we have actually moved away 
from this line in the last 30 years. We used to hear that one president 
ruled by placing the book, "Capitalism" (by Marx), next to him and another 
invented something called sectarianism even though we as Egyptians do not 
believe that it exists in our midst. When it is all said and done, we 
demand that the laws be changed and that the shari'ah be applied in a 
well-considered and well-advised manner so that the people of the world 
would not get the idea that the application of the shari‘ah is a bad thing, 
for this only serves the enemies of Islam. 


Therefore, we demand well-considered and balanced steps and we should have 
sufficient time to shape public opinion. This is the true Islamic logic. 
For example, wine was prohibited in Islam in three stages, hence the people 
must be moved gradually toward conviction because for many years they 

have not experienced this way of life. 
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Some propaganda claims that if we get to power we will apply the divine 
Statute immediately and cut off the hands of thievesand kill this one and do 
this and that. I tell those who listen to such talk not to believe it for 
the purpose is to mar the reputation of the advocates of shari'’ah. Indeed, 
there are those who are trying to pin the sectarian incidents on those 
advocates as a kind of defamation. This talk is totally devoid of the truth 
for God Almighty forbade hostilities between us and the Christians. 

Indeed, religion compels us to coexist with chem in peace under the same 
rights and obligations. Even those countries that espouse religions and 
philosophies other than Islam must receive our cooperation in exaltation 

of humanity so long as they do not interfere with our belief or our country's 
internal policy. This is one of the fundamentals of our faith. 


[Question] Through your participation in the 1984 and the 1986 elections, 
did you see any differences between them from the standpoint of general 
climate or the political currents’ action in expressing themselves? 


[Answer] For over 30 years, the Free Officers’ Movement--the supreme guide 
is referring here to the leaders of the 23 July revolution--has been 
maligning the Brotherhood, portraying its leaders as killers and murderes 
and filling the press with such lies and distributing free books containing 
such accusations. Nonetheless, the image is changing and we have begun to 
move with events. In 1984 we ran for elections and had a number of seats 
in parliament (eight deputies). The people saw how we operate, how we 
deal with general issues and how we debate, reaping the greatest benefit 
and proving to them that the allegations about us were purely false. In 
this year’s elections, the situation was different, as everyone could see. 
Everyone raised the motto, “the only solution is Islam." 


[Question] Do you have anything to add to this interesting interview? 
[Answer] Only my thanks and gratitude to the magazine for taking an interest 
in the matter of discord and the elections issue as well as that of Egypt's 
happiness and freedom. This is worthy of our utmost appreciation. 


[Question] Thank you. 
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ISRAEL NEAR EAST 


NETHERLANDS MILITARY ATTACHE OFFICE TO OPEN ‘SOON’ 
TA061058 Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 6 Apr 87 p 3 
[Report by military correspondent Avi Bnayahu] 


[Text] The Netherlands will soon open a military attache office in Israel. 
This was decided recently in talks the Netherlands Army chief of staff is 
holding in Israel. 


In recent years there have been ups and downs in the relations between the 
Israeli and Netherlands Armies. Two years ago the IDF attache's office in 
the Netherlands reopened and is being headed by a senior Navy officer. It 
was agreed that the Netherlands Army representative in Israel will also be 
a Navy man. Our military correspondent notes that since the Netherlands 
contingent left the UNIFIL force in Lebanon, relations between the IDF and 
the Netherlands Army have improved. 


In the talks now being held in Israel with the Netherlands chief of staff, 

military and defense elements raised the fact of the danger Israel may face 
in view of the assistance the Netherlands is about to give Saudi Arabia in 

the sphere of submarine construction. 
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ISRABE}. NEAR LAST 


POLL SHOWS COALITION POSSIBILITIES LIMITED 
TA211017 Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 21 Apr 87 p A2 


[Text] Elections now would perpetuate the need for a national unity government. 
This emezges from a Modi'in Ezrahi Research Institute Poll, conducted in March 
under Dr Mikha Hope, for MA'ARIV. 


The interviewees were presented with the following questions: If Knesset 
elections were held today, what party would you vote for? The findings are 
presented as Knesset seats and as trends to be compared with the 1984 
election returns: 


March 1987 poll 1984 Elections 
current Knesset 





Alignment (Labor plus Yahad) 48 40 
Likud 35 41 
National Religious Party 6 4 
Morasha _ 2 
Agudat Yisra‘el 2 2 
SHASH [Torah Observing Sephardim] 4 4 
TAMI [Traditional Movement, Israel] -- 1 
Omtez (RAFI) [Israel Labor List] -- 1 
Tehiya 7 5 
KAKH 4 1 
Shinuy 2 3 
Citizens Rights Movement [CRM] 4 4 
MAP AM 2 6 
HADASH [Democratic Front for Peace and 

Equality] plus Progressive List for Peace 6 6 
Total 120 120 


The conclusion is that if elections were held now, the two large parties 
would again be left with limited room for maneuver. 


Smaller coalitions involving the Alignment and the leftist parties, or the Likud 
with the Tehiya and the religious parties, would not win a majority. Even an 
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Alignment-religious parties coalition would stand on only 60 Knesset members, 
whereas a coalition including the religious parties, or some of them, together 
with the CRM stands little chance of being put together. 


The poll surveyed 1,236 interviewees who represent the adult Jewish population 
in Israel. The survey includes cities, small towns, and mashavim, excluding 
inhabitants of Judaea and Samaria, IDF bases, and kibbutzinm. 
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ISRAEL NEAR EAST 


WEIZMAN PLANNING RUN FOR LABOR PARTY LEADERSHIP 
TA080947 Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew 8 Apr 87 p 4 
[Report by Pe’erli Shahar] 


[Text] Things are heating up in the Labor Party. 'Ezer Weizman has informed 
those close to him that should the committee investigating the Pollard affair 
find that Peres and Rabin cannot continue in their posts, he will join in 

the race to the top and consider himself a candidate for the post of prime 
minister on behalf of the Labor Party. 


His confidants report that although Weizman only joined the party recently, 

there is no doubt that his many tours of party branches in Israel this week 

are facilitating the creation of a personal, direct link between him and the 
members. 


According to initial evaluations made by Weizman's staff, once 80 Yahad 
members enter the Labor Party Central Committee and 8 enter the party bureau, 
this will be a strong nucleus that can lead between 350 to 400 serious 
supporters in the Central Committee. There is another consideration. Accord- 
ing to those close to Weizman, the support he is gaining in the Arab sector 
could bring the party 75,000 votes from this sector, if Weizman heads the list. 
"I do not think the Labor Party will rush to give up three or four seats," 
those close to Weizman said. 


Weizman's people also claim that the very fact that Weizman is in his early 
sixties and is one of those who are called the "older generation" in the 
party means he can reach an agreement with both Shahal and Geysar on a suit- 
able division of roles among them. 


In such a case, the confidants believe, there could even be support from the 
party's secretary general, 'Uzi Bar'am. Weizman has already won the sympathy 
and admiration of the Labor Party doves: Ora Namir, Aharon Har'el, Abba Eban, 
Yitzhaq Peretz, Amnon Lynn, Shevah Weiss, and Menahem Hakohen. 


In the meantime, Weizman calls for early elections, with support for Peres, 

in all his appearances. Weizman states: "When I was commander of the Air Force 
I promised I would wipe out the Syrian Air Force in 6 hours; I wiped it out in 
3. They then said: ‘What arrogance." When I was head of the Likud election 
headquarters I said: We will beat the Alignment, and there was an upheaval. 
That is what we did. And now I say: Give me a chance and I will show you 

what I can do with the Labor Party." 
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ISRAEL , NEAR EAST 


RABIN FORESEES ‘SUBSTANTIAL TERRITORIAL COMPROMISE’ 
TA231656 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1605 GMT 23 Apr 87 


[Text] The debate within the Labor Party on the status of the settlements in 
the territories is continuing. The Labor Party Central Committee resolved this 
evening that the Jordan Rift Valley and northern border settlements have 
priority over other settlements insofar as security is concerned. In a debate 
to which party members from beyond the Green Line were also invited, the defense 
minister said, among other things, that Alfe Menashe and Ari‘el do not contri- 
bute to security. More from our correspondent Razi Barqay: 


[Begin recording] The doves in the Labor Party Central Committee loved what 
they heard from the defense minister, while the settlers who were invited to 
the meeting were not so pleased. One Ari‘el settler interjected, calling to 
Rabin: After all, the establishment of our settlement was sanctioned by the 
Alignment leaders, and I have letters that prove this. To which Rabin replied: 
You got no letter from me, though. 


Party Secretary ‘Uzi Bar'am told the settlers who are Labor Party members: 
When you joined us, you were fully aware of our platform. 


And, as we have already said, adopting a dovish line, Yitzhaq Rabin himself 
said that it is necessary to accept a substantial territorial compromise in 
Judaea and Samaria. The Golan Heights, the Jordan Rift Valley, and the ‘Arava 
settlements are the confrontation line, not Alfe Menashe or Ari‘'el. It is 
necessary to combat terrorism, the defense minister added, but only within the 
confines of the law. The PLO supporters in the territories must be isolated, 
and the moderates associated with Jordan should be approached. The PLO has 
become more extremist, so our job is to prove that it will achieve nothing by 
means of terrorism. However, Rabin concluded, it is necessary to bear in mind 
that the future of Judaea: and Samaria, as well as that of the Gaza Strip, 
remains open--all this in Se of political negotiations with Husayn. 
[end recording] 


/8309 
CSO: 4400/210 


21 











ISRAEL NEAR EAST 


STATISTICS SHOW "MARKED BOOM’ IN ECONOMY 
TA080917 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Apr 87 p 1 
[Report by Avi Temkin] 


[Text] The economy is undergoing what appears to be the strongest boom in 
recent years, figures released yesterday show. 


Figures released yesterday by the Central Bureau of Statistics showed that 
imports of raw material and capital goods, as well as consumer goods, soared 
in the first quarter of the year. Meanwhile, figures released by the Employ- 
ment Service showed a considerable drop in the number of jobless persons in 
recent months. } 


Treasury officials told THE JERUSALEM POST yesterday that economic activity 
is some 10 per cent above what it was at the same time last year. "There is 
strong evidence we are going through a marked boom," one said. 


The Central Bureau of Statistics showed that imports in the first three months 
of the year totalled $2.7 billion, 24.5 per cent more than in the first quarter 
of last year. Imports for March alone totalled almost $1.1b., 88 per cent 

of which were raw materials and investment goods, and the rest consumer goods. 


Quarterly imports of investment goods totalled over $500 million, compared with 
some $360m. last year, an increase of 39 per cent. It was the first time in 
five years that such a rise in the import of capital goods was registered. 

Such figures usually indicate that firms have high expectations about the 
future and have decided to invest in equipment. 


Imports of raw materials and spare parts rose by 20 to 30 per cent, a sign that 
output could be expanding rapidly. These imports totalled $3.6b. in the first 
three months of 1987, compared with $3.4b. in the same period last year, an 
increase of 17.3 per cent. But the figure for raw materials included imports 
of fuel, which went down by 28.5 per cent, due to the government's fuel stock 
policy. Imports of other raw materials and spare parts rose by 20 to 30 per 
cent. 


Contrary to previous expectations, quarterly imports of consumer goods-—-especial- 
ly durables--did not slow down, but actually soared by 59 per cent. 
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ISRAEL NEAR EAST 


BRIEFS 


MOROCCAN CULTURAL TROUPE-—-The performance of the Moroccan troupe that was to 
be the main event at the "Mimuna" [Passover festivities practiced by Jews 
from North Africa] celebrations has been canceled. Sam Ben-shitrit, chairman 
of the "Beyahad" movement organizing the Mimuna events, said at a news con- 
ference yesterday that from talks he held with sources close to the Moroccan 
royal court it appears that the troupe canceled its performances in Israel 
because advance noticed defined it as a [words indistinct], when it is nothing 
of the kind. According to these sources, the notices bore the Moroccan flag 
and the emblem of the royal house, and this angered the Moroccan authorities 
after it was brought to their attention by PLO representatives. Ben-shitrit 
added that the ensemble's performance had taken on a political dimension, 

and consequently its appearance in Israel was cancelled. [Excerpt] [Tel Aviv 
"AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 16 Apr 87 p 17] /8309 


IAI DIRECTOR SUPPORTS LAVI PROJECT——-Mordekhay Hod was chosen head of the Israel 
Aircraft Industries [IAI] yesterday. Hod announced that he will work to 
strengthen ties between the IAI and the Air Force. He also said that despite 
his opposition to the Lavi project in the past, from the moment he accepted 

the directorship of the IAI he took upon himself the obligation of bringing 
the project to a successful conclusion in the fastest and most efficient 
manner possible. Hod added there is no substitute for the Lavi today, and he 
hopes the government will decide to continue its development and production. 
[Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 10 Apr 87] /8309 


ISRAELI COMPANIES IN BUDAPEST FAIR--For the first time in many years Israel is 
participating in the agriculture fair in Budapest, Hungary. However, the 
Israeli flag and country name do not appear at the stalls of the Israeli 
companies. Our correspondent Gid'on Remez reports that at the last minute 

the hosts reneged on their agreement to permit a special Israeli pavilion at 
the fair. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 8 Apr 87] /8309 
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LEBANON 


HASHIM ON DISPUTE WITH BIRRI, CAMPS, SECURITY PLAN 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 30 Mar-5 Apr 87 pp 20-23 


{Text ] 


NEAR EAST 


While the Amal Movement is still true 
| to the principles of the Movement for 
the Deprived founded by imam Mousa 
I Sadr in ‘the 1970s, there aré certain 
| ~ouncee- in its present structure 
which require corrective action, 
| according to the former chairman of the 
Ama! Executive Committee, Hassan 
| Hashem. 
Hashem — who was recently said to 
Ihave tried to lead a revolt in the 
j movement — told this magazine last 
week he had certain differences with 
| the leader of Amal, Justice Minister 
Nabih Berri, whom he accused of 
linvolving the movement in «the 
j holocaust of the Lebanese war». 
Hashem that Amal should 
stand above all internecine Lebanese 
| conflicts and should help in speeding 
pup the process of Lebanese national 
accord, a process which Is a political 
one. National accord, he said, would be 
jthe most effective way of dealing a 
telling blow to Israel. 
Hashem refused to describe the 
conflict between Amal and the 
| Palestinian camps as a «war». He 
called for-a distinction to be made 
Ibetween differences with the 
| Palestinians, on the one hand, and 
confrontation with Israel on the other. 
IThe use of the term «war» in reference 
to the camps, he claimed, implied a 


determination to pursue hostilities. ~ 


basis for peace. This was all the 
more necessary, he believed, because 


militias in the western sector the 
previous week, but there has been no 
move to extend the Syrian presence 
tothe southern suburbs of the capital. 
Nor could any security plan be imposed 
on those suburbs, Hashem said, unless 
it were accompanied by a similar 
arrangement imposed on the eastern 
sector, which is dominated by the 
Christian militia, the Lebanese Forces. 

Amal continues to represent the 
main stream of thinking in Lebanon's 
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Shiite community, but there are reports 
that it has fost ground recently to the ! 
more fundamentalist and pro - tranian | 
Hezbaliah (Party of God) group. There 
has been speculation that the rivalry | 
between the two groups could break , 
into open conflict. On this point 
Hashem sald that both Amal and 
Hezballah both worked within the same ! 
«social framework», and suggested 
that while «organizational struggle» | 
between the two was legitimate, ( 
military conflict was not. 


On the differences between Amai| 
and another Lebanese party, the 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP), led | 
by the Druze leader Walid Junbiatt, 
Hashem pointed to the haste with| 
which, he said, the alliance betweenthe 
two parties had been concluded, and to} 
the fact that the alliance failed to lay 
sufficient stress upon two 
indispensable «planks», these being, in 
his view, the unity of Lebanon and| 
resistance to Israel. 


beebilh: tes thibiab beasnentalinall 
and the Amal leadership, however, | 
Hashem told us, he had not quit the 
movement, nor, he said, could he be| 
expelled from it, since Amal «is not the 
private domain of any individual.» 

Here is a transiation of the interview, » 
which was conducted in Arabic : 


di sen aie. amet san cies tan awa ad 











What are the causes behind your 
split from the Amal Movement, 
and do you plan to establish a new 
movement ? 

Undoubtedly, a split from the Amal 
Movement ,is completely out of the 
question. What counts is the 
preservation of the Amal Movement, 
whether from the point of view of 
internal organization or within the 
framework that is outside the 
organizational responsibility or the 
organizational position of the Amal 
Movement. During the period that 
preceded the latest general 
conference, | was out of the framework 
of responsibility, and still my mission 
was very clear, namely to work for the 
preservation of this Movement and its 
sound line. | had never been ambitious 
for any positions, but what | was looking 
for was to restore this Movement to its 
origin, represented by its pact, working 
paper, and internal rule. When these 
three items were unbalanced, a move 
was imperative to correct this line, 
inasmuch as we consider this 
Movement as not the private domain of 
anyone, regardless who that one may 
be. The Amal Movement that was 
founded by Its leader Imam Moussa 
Sadr, is still as it was, the Movement of 
the Deprived. 


What are the objections that you 
have against Minister Berri and 
the Amal Movement, which led to 
your split from the Movement ? 
The issue is not that of 
disengagement. We have always 
strived to have the Movement at the 
service of its members, and this 
requires the full implementation of the 
pact and the working paper. There is 
more than one objection against the 
Movement leadership, and particularly 
against Mr. Nabih Berri. This can be 
restricted to one axis, namely the 
ceiling of the political battle in Lebanon. 
The controversy lies in the fact that 
Minister Berri forced the Movement into 
the furnace of the Lebanese war, as a 
part in the struggle. 
The Movement of the Deprived is a 
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The organizational 
struggle is legitimate while 
the military struggle is 
unlawful 


continuation of the stand of Imam Sadr, 
who staged a sit-in at the Amaliyeh 
mosque, in 1975), trying to give the 
Movement a character which places it 
above all internal Lebanese con- 
flicts, and consequently tries to 
speed up the inter-Lebanese ac- 
cord process. 

This process aims at achieving two 
points : the first one is to confirm that 
the Lebanese crisis is political, waged 
by an external conspiracy aimed at 
ripping away the social, economic and 
political framework. The second one is 
to stress that the internal Lebanese 
accord is the highest degree of war 
against Israel. Lebanon is the unique 
entity that challenges the Zionist entity. 

Thus, it is normal to see ourselves in 
an antagonistic position towards 
Israel's racial theory. On this basis, 


matters will move head according to 
the battie’s parameters. 











It was. reported that you have only 

a few score of fighters, and are 

unable to form a great force that 

will dominate a large sector. What 

is your response ? 

The issue is not that of a number of 
fighters, but an issue of a stand. In 


- asmuch as the stand is sound, the 


outcome will be sound. 
But if the issue is compared to the 
number of fighters, we act according.to 


the spirit of the Movement of the 
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Deprived which is a movement for all 
the sects and for all the deprived. The 
action through which we move is a 
popular issue that lies within 








frameworks, not only in the South, but 
on the level of ali the Movement and in 
ali Lebanon, even outside Lebanon. 
Measuring this issue depends on an 
internaternal referendum undertaken 
by a newspaper or a magazine, in order 
to know th e number of supporters, and 
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Minister Berri has involved 
the Movement in the 
holaucust of the Lebanese 


war 
not the level of the fighters. 


We heard that you have fighters 

on the front of Kfar Falous, and 

fighters in South Sidon. Is this true 

or not ? 

| believe it is my duty to act, 
whenever | see danger gripping the 




















Amai Movement or the Lebanese. 


situation in general. | move within the 
framework of the initial position, in 
which matters are measured according 
to positions. 


Hinting on the issue of the 
Palestinian camps, which | reject to call 
a Palestinian war, because this name 
indicates its Continuity, | interact with it 
as a crisis that should be settled at 
once. Our duty is to act against Israel 
with an antagonistic spirit, but if we 
want to move, regarding the issue of 
the Palestinian camps and the 
Palestinians, our move will be based, 
on the quarrel spirit and not on the 
antagonistic spirit. 


Thus, our act was aimed at 
preventing the Palestinian expansion 
outside the camps. We were very much 
concerned that the Palestinian cause 
remains the cause which we utterly 
support, provided that we maintain the 
issue of the South, which has special 
characteristics, including confronting 
‘Israel, which is not restricted to one 
sect or one front. It should be 
represented by all those who want to 
share in fighting Israel, because this 


responsibility is a collective 
responsibility. This is why we pushed 
all those we have confidence in, and all 
those who trust us, to face this battle, in 
order to avoid additional complexities 
in the Lebanese situation, and on the 
Lebanese scene. We have sustained 
the Palestinian issue and its 
complexities since 1975 and even 
before that date. Since the beginning of 
the Lebanese crisis, we knew that the 
Palestinian issue was one of the 
numbers that determined the details of 
the course of the Lebanese crisis. The 
latest moves were made to avoid 
providing Israeli with any pretext, for 
attacking Lebanon. We should not 
allow the Palestinians to give Israel any 
pretext, and we should not fight, in 
order not to give Israel a guarantee. 


Do you support the expansion of 


4 7 


Inter-Lebanese accord is 
the most effective way that 
would deal the most telling 


biow to Israel 
_bY 


the Syrian forces to Sidon and its 

environs ? 

What we aspire that a security plan 
embraces ail Lebanon in a bid to 
achieve a sound security situation in all 
Lebanese regions. When we want to 
fight Israel, we should determine the 
direction of the struggle, taking into 
consideration that Israel aims at 
creating chaos in all Lebanese regions, 
until it is able to stabilize its occupation 
of the areas where it is found. 

Thus, we should work hard to 
consolidate a security situation in all 
Lebanese areas, so that we will be able 
to uniquely fight Israel in the areas it is 
occupying. ' 

Thus, the stabilization of 
security is a basic mission that 
should be the background for any 
inter-Lebanese accord. Dialogue 
under the shadow of guns will 
ve of little benefit, or of no 
benefit at all. 
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We should keep in mind that a 
political plan should precede any 
security move in any direction. It is well 
known that the Lebanese crisis is 
political, although many tried to give 
it a sectarian, a religious or a 
partisan character. The Lebanese 


crisis as awholeis pollitical and its 


solution must be achieved through a 
political accord. We hereby call for a 
sound security situation on the level of 
all the regions, not only with respect to 
the South and Sidon, but also through 


filling the political gaps. 


News were circulated that 

hostages were held in the South. 

How far are these reports true 7? 

This is the first time | have heard 
such a report. | believe this is totally 
false. It could be a rumor aimed at 
distracting the attention and directing it 
to South Lebanon. 

Recently, the Lebanese crisis has 


been transferred to the South, and so 
was the regional crisis, as well as the 
international crisis. Placing the crisis in 
South Lebanon does not serve the 
South or Lebanon, it also does not 
serve the Arab or international 
conditions. Such rumors should not be 
circulated, and if it happens that one of 
the kidnapped was moved to the South, 
this could be interpreted in the sense 
that the South is merely part of 
Lebanese territory like any other. 


How is your relation with 

Hezbaliah ? 

Lebanon though a small country, yet 
it encompasses a wide range of views. 
We think Hezbailah is a social grouping 
and the Amai Movement is another 
grouping of the same framework. 
Hezballah has a pact, internal rule, 
working paper and proposals, and the 
Amal Movement has the same. We 
interact with this issue on the basis that 
any organizational struggle is probable 
on any level, and not only between the 
Amal Movement and Hezbalilah, but 
among all, as nationalist and islamic 
conditions. The organizational struggle 
is legitimate but the military struggle is 
unlawful. 
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What is your opinion regarding 


Party positions, latest events in 
the South and the «Arafat 


accusation» ? 

Part of the recent requests call for 
separating the South totally from 
Lebanon, and linking it to the Middle 
East issue. If the Lebanese crisis is to 
be solved, the issue of South Lebanon 
should be separated from the issue of 
the Middle East and should be totally 
linked to the issue of Lebanon. 

Therefore, with the aim of directing 
the attention and separating the issue 
of the South from the Lebanese issue, 
and with the aim of making the South a 
warehouse of this crisis, the game of 
intelligence started in the South, 
through the wave of assassinations 
that was registered here and there, and 
which claimed the lives of intellectuals 
and partisans, in a bid to displace these 
capabilities outside the South or to 
Sidon. ~ 


Thus Sidon will become part of the 
South, while the rest of the South will 
become another part. In this way, they 
will transform the South into two parts, 
and thiswill consequently help in 
making the South a sort of canton that 
belongs to a sect or a religion. This 
serves no one but Israel. One of the 
characteristics of the South Is 
numerous parties presence, and if we 
do not maintain this characteristic on 
the level of the population and on the 
level of affiliation, we would not be 
serving the South by any means. As for 
the «Arafat accusation», if the aim is to 
push us to a defense situation, we shall 
remain within the framework of 
explaining and not in the framework of 
a defense situation. It is well known in 
Lebanon, whenever an issue does not 
please one of the politicians, the 
accusation is always ready. 

Anyway, |! insist.on maintaining my 
stand, even though accusations may 
be made against me. Now, we notice 
that most of those who accuse others, 
are withdrawing secretly or in public. 











Do you agree to the entry of the 
Syrian forces into the southern 
suburbs of Beirut and into the 
Palestinian camps ? 

The southern suburbs are part of 
Greater Beirut. A security plan should 
not embrace the suburbs, while the 
eastern sector is without a plan. The 
southern suburbs should be subjected 
to the same measures and the same 
conditions that govern Greater Beirut. 


What do you ask of the Amal 

Movement, In order to return to it ? 

| have not quit the Movement yet. | 
am still within the Movement, and as | 
have already mentioned, the 
Movement is not the private domain of 
any individual. All my aspiration is that 
the Movement remains at the service of 
the public. 


What Is your comment on bringing 

theSaudi hostages out of the 

office of Minister Berri 7? 

Unfortunately, the latest period was 
characterized with a political vacuum 
on the level of Lebanese politicians. 
They are trying to create imaginary 
battles in order to distract the attention 
from the normal situation. 

This phase was represented in the 
affair of the kidnapped and the 
hostages. For more than six months we 
have seen cases of kidnapping and the 
release of the kidnapped, in a bid to 
give a political standing to certain 


be 


A security plan should 
embrace all Lebanon, In 
order to stabilize a sound 
security situation 
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people. Great amounts of money ile 
behind such operations. In fact, 
kidnapping, does not serve Lebanon 
nor those responsible for the 
kidnapping. What counts Is the will to 
maintain Lebanon in a state of 
kidnapping and counter - kidnapping. 
Such a principle is contradictory to all 
humane precepts and to all religious 


principles. 


Where do you stand amidst the 
growing enmity between 
Ministers Berri and Junbiatt ? 

If we look a little bit backward, we 
remember when the alliance took 
place, and | noted then that this alliance 
will not succeed if it were not on the 
level of the Movement and the Party. 
But this alliance was discussed during 
45 minutes and concluded very hastily 
and therefore it did not succeed. 

There should have been common 
basis with two basic mottos, namely an 
alliance aiming at Lebanon's unity and 
resisting Israel. These two items were 
very far from the declaration issued by 
the alliance. Anyway, this will not force 
us to quit this alliance definitely. We call 
for an alliance, not between the 
Movement and the Party, but there 
should be common denominators 
through which we can move, within the 
framework of Lebanon's unity and the 
resistance against Israel. The relation 
should be formulated in a positive 
manner, that will ensure the 
establishment of an alliance on the 
level of the Movement and the Party @ 
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Amal is not the private 
domain of any individual 
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LEBANON NEAR EAST 


BIRRI COMMENTS ON BIA, HOSTAGES, SECURITY PLAN 
Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 6-12 Apr 87 pp 16-18 





[Text] A new note was struck in the @ new factor had been added, that of 
continuing " “ of Beirut Inter- Washington's consent. «it seems 
nat ional Airport (BIA) last week by wohth tet eo Arnatioane will enh apres 
Lebanon's Justice Minister Nabih Berri, to the alrport indeed,» he 
who told Vonday Vorning on Tuesday claimed, «they seem to forbidden 
that the decision as to whether the ‘ta reopening= unless the foreign 
alrport would reopen or not was in the hostages held by various groups 
hands of the United States. Lebanon are set free. «The United 
ee ee a mea pressure to keep the airport closed In 
Insurance coverage flights by order to effect the hostages’ release as 
Middle East Airlines — Lebanon's well as other alms.» | 
national carrler — from the airport, an He would not be drawn as to what 
action which In turn followed a bout of these other alms were. 
shelling of BIA widely attributed to the Despite the tension between the 
Christlan Lebanese Forces militia, Amal Movement, which Berri heads, 
which had been pressing the case for and other groups -—— the Progressive 
the opening of its own airport at Halat, - Socialist Party, the Communist Party, 
near Jbell : the Syrian National Sccla! Party, and 

Last Tuesday, however, Prime the Palestinians — which exploded in 
Minister Rashid Karam told reporters bloody clashes in West Belrut in 
he had asked «everyone concerned» to February, the Movement still considers 
get BIA to reopen «by the end of this them its friends, Berri told us. 
week at the latest». Karam!'s statement Amal's only enemies, he told us, 
was followed by a riposte from a source “are og ey those who colle- 
— not identified — in East Belrut, who re hteohing ton eebtene ist Mal 
told the dally <L.Orient-Le Jour there had refused offers of aillance from 
pedi ly pero BIA those groups, and that it had sparked 

go-ahead was given for the the February fighting, 8erri told this 
Halat facility — which Is already magazine that, on the contrary, It was 
complete — to operations. «Our they who had spurned ailiance with the 
position on this point is unchanged, and — Movement, and they who had provoked 

Speaking in a joint interview with the regard to the foreigners still held 
Middle East Mirror of London, Berri hemiees, Saere Sam So ene 
sald that conditions of security Canterbury's special ; 

the Intervention of Syrian Terry Waite, and the four professors on 
troops in West Beirut on February 22) the staff of the Beirut University College 
and insurance were now right (BUC), Berri said much would depend 


for BIA’s reopening. However, he sald, on whether or not his suggestion for the 
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exchange of Palestinians and Amal 


members held in israeli jails against the 


four professors and an Israel pilot held 


Captive in Lebanon, was implemented. 


It was his belle? that this exchange 
would be effected « sooner or later." 
He hinted at a connection between 

, Waite — whom he said was being held 
_ by the Islamic Jihad group — and the 
’ four BUC professors when he sald: 


«According to my information, the 
release of the four professors willl settle 
the Waite Issue, while the release of 
those' held in Kuwalt (a reference to 
Lebanese and others jalled there for 
alleged terrorist offenses) will take care 
of the matter of the German and French 


hostages. But this does not mean that. 


there are no other solutions which may 
Influence the release of those held 
Captive.» 

Minister Berri strongly rejected the 
suggestion that Amal was itself hold. 
ing hostages. Amal, he said. 

The Movement, he said, 
«nas never carried out in all its history 
the kidnapping or detention of any 
foreigner.» Nor had any action it had 
undertaken with regard to foreign 
hostages — such as Its good offices In 
the affair of the TWA hijack in 1985 — 
ever been done in return for 


ramuiinerat of anv kind. he said. 
On anot er issue of contention, Berri 


expressed his support for a proposal to 
extend the latest Syrian-backed 
security plan in West Beirut to the 

Palestiniancamps south of the capital, 
on condition all weapons were 
removed from those camps. 

The full translation of the Interview, 
which was conducted in Arabic: _ 

What, es far as you know, are the 

conditions for Terry Waite’s 

release ? 

According to my information, the 
release of the four professors will settle 
the Walte Issue, while the release of 
those held in Kuwait will take care of the 
matter of the Germans, French and 
others. But this does not mean that 
there are no other solutions which may 
influence the release of those held 
captive. 





What are the other means or other 
solutions that might lead to the 
release of all those kidnapped ? 
They are being studied. 


Would you tell us about them ? 
Not now. 


How would the four Americans be 
released, provided the issue of 
Waite will later be settled ? 

As | have already mentioned, 400 
Palestinians and members of the Amal 
Movement, who are arrested, in israel 
Jalls, should first be released. 


Is there a timing for Terry Walte's 
enn Ce 
The exchange of _ 
Palestinians and Amal 
members for the four 
professors and the Israeli 
pilot will be implemented 


release, as you have mentioned 
before ? 

No, there isn't. 

Where Is he being kept ? 

He Is with the Islamic Jihad group. 


Can you put pressure on isiamic 
Jihad to release him 7 
(No answer.) 


How long do you think Beirut. 

alrport will stay closed ? 

The alrport was closed by an 
American decision, and It will not open 
except by an American decision. 


Will this decision take a long time 

to reach ? 

| don’t know. Security conditions are 
now right for the reopening of the 
alrport, and insurance for the planes is 
available. It seems however that the 
Americans will not agree to the airport 
reopening. Indeed, they seem to have 
forbidden Its reopening unless the 
hostages are set free. The United 
States is exerting pressure to keep the 
alrport closed In order to effect the 
hostages’ release, as well as other 
alms. 
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What other alms ? 
Thisis not the place to talk about 
them. 


A certain periodical recently 


troops would deploy south of 

Sidon, around the Zahrani 

refinery, by the end of April. What 

is your reaction to this 

statement ? 

This is a proposal, not a mere report, 
and it is a proposal | support. 


Reports say that conflicts 


developments consequently 
_ fead to the partitioning of the 

Movement. How do you describe 

the situation In the South today ? 

Had we not rectified the issue, the 
situation in the South would have been 
more difficult and harder than the 
situation in Beirut, and the people of the 
South would have asked for Israeli 
help. But the issue has been settled 
and everything Is over now. | do not 
expect anything to take place. 


You have been described In Syria 
as «the distinguished mir‘sier», 
while (Public Works Minister) 

Walid Jumbiatt has been called 

there «the maverick minister». 

How do you react to these 

descriptions ? How In your view 

are relations between Damascus 
and Minister Jumbiatt likely to 

develop ? . 

This is an accusation | don’t deny, 
and an honor | don’t claim. As for the 
second part of your question, | don’t 
claim any knowledge about relations 
between Minister Jumbiatt and our 
Syrian brethren. 


The Palestine National Salvation 
Front has requested that the new 
Syrian - backed security plan for 
West Belrut should include the 
Palestinian Camps. Are you 
favorable to this request 7 
We agree with the Slavation Front 
concerning this request, and are ready 
to participate in its implementation at 


once. 
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Wi! the weapons remain in these 


campa ? 
No. We reject this. 


Returning to the issue of the 

kidnapped, you have said that you 

call for the release of 400 

Palestinians and Amal members, 

along with the four professors and 

the israeli pilot. Does this mean 
that the professors are held by 

Amal ? 

The barter that you have mentioned 
will be implemented sooner or later. But 
this question is impudent and 
unacceptable for the following 
reasons : Amal has never carried out 


anyone who claims that Amal freed any 
hostage in return for a gift or an amount 
of money, or anything else, starting 
with the Americans and the French and 
ending with the Saudis. 

Many times, Amal paid without 
expecting anything in return. For 
example, when the TWA plane was 
hijacked, the Movement supplied the 
passengers and the crew with food and 
other needs. Two million dollars were 
offered to us if we would accept to 
deliver the plane to its company, but we 
refused the offer, and helped in 
releasing the craft and its crew, without 
compensation. | even refused to 
receive a delegation from the TWA 
company. 


To what groups can Amal now 
look for support, in view of its 
present strained relations with the 
Progressive Socialist Party, the 
Communist Party, the Syrian 
National Social Party and the 
Palestinians ? 
My answer is: The Amal 
Movement’s enemies include Israel 

















: of president, speaker of Parliament, 
and prime minister. This is not an ideal 


Equal participation by solution, but it seems to be the best 
Christians and Moslems in available under the circumstances @ 
Parliament and the 


Cabinet, and rotation of the 
posts of president, house 
speaker, and prime 
minister 




















and its conaborators. The rest are not 
necessarily allies, but friends. We did 
not reject alliance with the Progressive 
Socialist Party. This party, itself, 
rejected allying with us. Anyway, itis a 
friend of ours. We did not refuse an 
alliance with the Communist Party. In 
fact, this party refused to do so, but we 
consider them comrades. We did not 
fight with the Syrian National Social 
Party. It started the conflict. We did not 
start the battle with the Palestinians ; 
they started it. Anyhow, all of them are 
against Israel, and this in itself is 
important. 


The present discussions under 
way on the subject of 
constitutional reform have been 
calied a «dialogue of the deaf». 
How do you see them ? 

Tre abolition of sectarianism in 
Lebanon is proving to be very difficult to 
bring about. | support Prime Minister 
Karami’s proposal for equal 
Participation (between Mosiems and 
Christians) in Parliament and in the 
Council of Ministers, and for rotation 
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LEBANON NEAR EAST 


IMPACT OF SYRIAN INTERVENTION ANALYZED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 20 Apr 87 pp 18-19 


[Article by Usamah al-Mansur: "Beirut Truce Before Deluge in South"] 


[Text] The sight of tears, blood and destruction in the Burj al-Barajinah and 
Shatila camps made Syrian military intervention look like an act of 
"salvation" made in response to a direct request by the Palestinian Salvation 
Front and to outside pressures from several sources. However, the camps’ 
inhabitants in Beirut, who were burned by the Amal fire, anticipated what 
happened as an “inevitable” step. Thus the violence of the seige increased 
during the last few weeks, while the lists of victims of hunger and sniping 
became longer. 


Why then did Damascus now decide to announce the end to the tragedy and 
genocide? Why is the Syrian plan being implemented when the Arab League plan 
and the so-called Iranian initiative had failed? Does the plan put an actual 
end to the Palestinian camps war in Lebanon, or does it close a dark chapter 
so that a new bloody chapter may begin on another front? 


The All-Important Line of Contact 


AL-DUSTUR had anticipated Syrian military entry into the Burj al-Barajinah and 
Shatila camps even before close to 7,000 Syrian soldiers arrived in the 
western part of the Lebanese capital. What happened a few days ago was that 
the checkpoints set up by hundreds of these soldiers were not only stationed 
around the camps' ruins, as was first mentioned, but penetrated deep into the 
camps and consequently into the heart of the capital's southern suburb. This 
rendered the military map as follows: Syrian positions inside the two afore- 
mentioned camp and Amal continuing to consolidate the military ring around 
them, despite the lifting of the supply blockade and permission being given to 
transfer some of the wounded to hospitals in Beirut. Along the road to the 
south, Damascus provided a protective cover to help Amal transport its heavy 
weapons without any resistance from Palestinian artillery that controls the 
southern coastal line between Sidon and the al-Zahrani region. This happened 
a few hours following the announcement of a ceasefire and the implementation 
of the agreement stipulating an end to the siege around the Burj al-Barajinah 
and Shatila camps, and later al-Rashidiyah camp in the south, in exchange for 
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a Fatah withdrawal from the areas east of Sidon, which would be returned to 
Amal control. 


Thus it became apparent from the outset that the media hype accompanying the 
supplying of food to the two Beirut camps failed to obliterate the stated 
objectives of the new plan, particularly since the implementation of the 
Damascus agreement, which will ensure the return of Nabih Berri's militias to 
east Sidon, requires the withdrawal of Palestinian fighters to the ‘Ayn al- 
Hulwah and the al-Miyah wa Miyah camps, where the all-important line of 
contact will flare up. Otherwise, why would Syrian officers and soldiers 
escort Amal weapons and guns travelling along the southern road for the first 
time since 1982, or since the Israeli invasion? 


The dimensions of this step become clearer according to the balance of power 
between the two warring parties. Palestinian military weight was not 
concentrated inside the Beirut camps but rather in the south. Therefore, Amal 
applied military pressure on the first front, with help from the Lebanese 
army 6th Brigade, to "control" the second front politically without a 
confrontation that might cost it heavy losses, as already demonstrated by the 
Maghdushah battles. Security sources sum up the true situation: the objective 
now is to jeopardize the Palestinian position in east Sidon where the main 
strength belongs to Fatah. If it refuses to withdraw, it will bear the 
responsibility of not lifting the siege from the Beirut camps; if it retreats 
inside the two camps in Sidon, it will become an easy target for shelling from 
the Maghdushah heights, noting that some political leaders in the capital of 
the Lebanese South expect Syrian artillery presence to expand to this area in 
the near future, naturally under the pretense of stopping the camps war to 
block the "'Arafat conspiracy," as Damascus calls it. 


Israel too is not far from the scene, albeit within the same direction, for it 
recently reverted to the 3-pronged plan of land, sea and air: the occupation 
forces have intensified their official presence in the security belt zone and 
are ready to penetrate north, the airplanes will continue their preemptive 
raids on the Sidon camps while Israeli warships control Lebanon's southern 
coast. 


The Price of Agreement 


But if the objective behind all this is to strike the growing Palestinian 
force in the south, as Israel calls it, and to prevent armed anarchy or a 
return to the pre-1982 situation, according to Amal, and to jeopardize the 
""Arafat conspiracy," as Damascus has been claiming for a long time, then the 
Syrian action at Burj al-Barajinah and Shatila camps was linked in practice to 
political objectives and calculations that go beyond the local Palestinian and 
Lebanese scope to the Arab and international one. This is the unanimous 
opinion of the political sources that caution against the consequences of 
Syrian military penetration to the heart of Beirut's southern suburb, 
something that once seemed to be a thorny and very costly step due to 
opposition by radical pro-Iranian groups such as Hizballah. So will these 
groups now accept what they had rejected only a month ago? 














This same development is being watched by Western circles interested in the 
fate of the hostages, based on the assumption that some or most of the 
hostages are being held somewhere in the southern suburb, and the cost of 
taking this card away from the pro-Iranian current, as far as Damascus is 
concerned, is the lifting of the diplomatic boycott and economic sanctions 
that some EEC countries have imposed on it in varying degrees. The same issue 
has begun to preoccupy several sides, for when it was presented to the Arab 
League's ministerial council, the council issued a resolution praising 
"positive Syrian cooperation" with the working committee monitoring the camps 
war. Whereas Moscow criticized the West's boycott of Damascus, American media 
began throwing new light on it right after the return of former president 
Jimmy Carter from Syria, where he discussed the case of the western hostages 
in Lebanon with President Hafiz al-Asad. 


The Soviet position on the camps war falls under international factors as 
well. After a considerable period of time it is said that silent endeavors by 
Moscow were seen, even prior to the exchange of urgent messages with Yasir 
‘Arafat, the chairman of the PLO Executive Committee. It was not enough for 
the Soviets to repeat promises to their Palestinian friends, regardless of the 
organization or the front to which they belong, be it loyal or opposed to 
‘Arafat, while world condemnation of the massacres was at its limits at all 
levels. Arab sources say here that the Syrian president's visit to Moscow was 
postponed until the proper climate could be found for a solution to the 
Palestinian tragedy in the camps and a settlement of differences between the 
Syrian and Soviet sides over dealing with the ‘Arafat leadership after 
facilitating the holding of the Palestinian National Council. 


As part of Syrian calculations, it is not unlikely that the announcement 
regarding the implementation--or rather the revival--of the Damascus agreement 
is an attempt to outflank the PNC, which is convening to draw up a strategy 
for the next stage under different titles, the most salient of which is the 
defense of the camps in Lebanon. At the same time, the abovementioned 
agreement was proposed so that Damascus could get out of the vicious circle 
that it was facing in the Arab world. This was followed by the Egyptian-Iraqi 
initiative that called for a UNSC initiative, angry voices in the Gulf 
protesting the Amal militia's defiance of all humanitarian efforts and the 
Saudi- Kuwaiti decision to supply food to the Burj al-Barajinah and Shatila 
camp inhabitants and all other victims of the fighting. 


The Beginning of the End 


At another level, security challenges faced by Syrian forces since their entry 
into West Beirut have added a new dimension to the Damascus agreement on the 
camps concerning the general political dilemma and the collapse of all signs 
of optimism for a final solution to the Lebanese crisis through a political 
reform program. Following ten unsuccessful rounds of negotiations in 
Damascus, some kind of action had to be taken to set things in motion. While 
on the one hand, it came to pass through an agreement with the Palestinian 
Salvation Front, on the other hand it has a partisan character, associated 
with opposition to the Lebanese regime and President Amin al-Jumayyil. These 
people realized that political negotiations had reached an impasse, and most 
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of them refused to let the Syrian forces turn into a witness to cold-blooded 
genocide, regardless of the pretexts. 


All these considerations were behind the awaited resolution. What is certain 
so far is that the official announcement of the end of the camps war was not 
its actual end, despite the silent guns in Burj al-Barajinah and Shatila. This 
prompted Damascus to anticipate future developments, putting the blame on 
Yasir ‘Arafat "who will seek to sabotage any agreement between Amal and the 
Palestinian Salvation Front," while the Syrian leadership failed to justify 
its reasons for providing a military escort for Amal to open the road to its 
guns going south. The 8 April battles between the militias of minister Nabih 
Birri and the Palestinian forces east of Sidon were a precursor for the next 
confrontation, which everyone expects to be fiercer than the Burj al-Barajinah 
and Shatila battles. 


So what is the solution? A European ambassador to the Syrian capital said 
that the way out is to revive the personal relationship between ‘Arafat, the 
chairman of the PLO Executive Committee, and Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad. 
But Damascus, viewing such a relationship as impossible, has thrown the ball 
into the Salavation Front's court to persuade the Fatah forces to withdraw 
from east Sidon. And a new deluge begins. 
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SYRIA NEAR EAST 


SUPPLY OVERSIGHT CAMPAIGN DISCUSSED 
Cleansers Adulterated 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 29 Mar 87 p 4 
(Article: "Arraignment of Adulterators of Cleansers in Aleppo") 


[Text] The number of supply arrests by the Directorate of Supply and 
Domestic Trade so far this year has reached 1,800 cases that included 
overpricing, flour smuggling, food adulteration and fraud. 


The above was announced yesterday by Mr Mustafa al-Sallum, director of Supply 
and Domestic Trade. He added that the department in recent days arrested a 
number of cleaning product adulterators when laboratory tests revealed that 
the packages contained washing soda and and tile powder. The department 
confiscated all the adulterated products and the owners were brought before 
the military courts. 


To this end, the supply community in the province of al-Suwayda' yesterday 
held a meeting chaired by Mr Hammud al-'Attar, member of the executive office 
of the local administration. The conferees discussed the supply situation in 
the province and the availability of supply goods at retail outlets, ways to 
procure such goods, obstacles facing supply operations, plans for securing the 
necessary ingredients and price control. 


The executive office member stated that supply goods are available at all 
retail outlets and are being distributed to the citizens on a regular basis 
without any complications. 


Furthermore, it has been decided that the supply community will undertake 
inspection tours to all retail outlets to determine first hand their need for 
supply goods so that they can be secured in order to meet all demands and 
avoid bottlenecks. 


The member emphasized the need for local market control by intensifying supply 


patrols and dealing firmly with the adulterators of the food consumed by the 
governorate's population. 
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Aleppo Supply Oversight Meeting 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 3 Apr 87 p 4 
{Articles "Supply Oversight in Aleppo Handles over 1,900 Violations"] 


[Text] Comrade Mustafa Sallum, director of Supply and Domestic Trade, 
yesterday met in Aleppo with the Ba'thi comrades of the partisan branches in 
charge of supply oversight and explained to them the nature of supply work, 
emphasizing the need to pay great attention to the job, saying: "We must be 
the watchful eye that oversees the markets faithfully and painstakingly to 
protect the citizens from the greed of price manipulators and hoarders of 
basic goods. 


On another matter, supply oversight personnel so far this year have written 
over 1,900 supply citations, including over-pricing, failure to post prices 
and fraud. 


The department shut down a number of stores that violated valid supply 
regulations. 
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SYRIA NEAR EAST 


OFFICIALS ARRESTED FOR CURRENCY VIOLATIONS 


Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 11 Apr 87 p 12 
{Article: "Prosecution and Imprisonment of Public Money Embezzlers"] 


[Text] Several long jail sentences were announced in Damascus against a 
number of officials, including general directors, corporation presidents and 
managers accused of malfeasance, embezzlement or negligence and against a 
number of currency dealers and smugglers. In keeping with the state's policy 
of going after individuals who cause harm to the country's economy and 
development, the operation revealed a number of cases for such wrongdoing, 
foremost smuggling. Investigations are under way with a large number of 
defendants who, along with the convicted employees, are the major cause of the 
economic crisis which the government is trying to put in check, moving forward 
with the established development plan and implementing its projects. This is 
something that requires additional resources that can be obtained from higher 
gasoline prices and a new tax on luxury spending in the form of fees on hotel, 
club and restaurant services, private cars, gold and diamond jewelry, jewelry 
of all kinds, air conditioners, rugs, crystal, video sets, watches, hunting 
rifles, alcohol, marble, alabaster, silver ard gold plated tableware and first 
class travel tickets. It is noteworthy that a new salary and wage increase 
was put into effect in Syria as of the first of this month. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN NEAR EAST 


SUBSTANTIAL SUCCESS SEEN AFTER 19 YEAR COOPERATION WITH PRC 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 15 Mar 87 p 6 


[Article by Muhammad Zayn: "“PDRY and PRC: Joint Cooperation 
Relations and Their Future Horizons” } 


[Text] Since diplomatic relations were established between the 
PDRY and the PRC on 30 January 1968, the tendencies for 
cooperation between the two countries have been taking numerous 
forms within the framework of the friendly and cordial relations 
existing on the basis of mutual respect and joint cooperation. 


The past years witnessed fruitful development in the areas of 
economic and technical cooperation and of trade, education, 
health, and culture and sports through a number of agreements 
concluded between 1968 and 1987 and embodied in the conclusion of 
five agreements between the two countries in accordance with 
which our country has obtained long-range and soft-term loans 
amounting in value to $150 million. 


In this period in which the two friendly countries’ relations 
have covered 19 years, the visit by Dr Yasin Sa‘id Nu‘man, the 
Political Bureau member and the prime minister, to the PRC 
constitutes a further contribution to developing and bolstering 
the bilateral relations formed between our two people and 
countries within the context of our two people's struggle against 
colonialism and imperialism. 


The warm official and popular reception given our delegation 
reflected the spirit of friendsip and love the Chinese people 
harbor for the PDRY people. 


This is why the meetings and talks betwen our country's delegation 
and the Chinese leadership, especially the talks on bilateral 
relations and economic cooperation, which were dominated by a 
climate of mutual respect will open broad new horizons for 
Yemeni-Chinese cooperation in all areas. 
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In this context, we will focus our lights on the most prominent 
areas of cooperation between our two countries--cooperation 
embodied in a number of vital projects set up in our country. 


Road Projects 


Asphalted road projects and bridge projects are among the most 
numerous projects implemented by the Chinese comrades in 
cooperation with the Yemeni workers. The most important of these 
projects are: 


--The 138-km long Umm al-‘Ayn-al-Muhaffad road 
--The 206-km long al-Shahar-Sayhut road. 


In this regard, Comrade Jiang [Chen], the economic adviser at the 
Chinese embassy, pcints out that the total length of asphalted 
roads already built by the PRC amounts to 669 km, representing 
one-third of the asphalted roads in the PDRY. 


In the area of bridges, we will note the following: 


--The Zanjibar bridge in Abyan Governorate, inaugurated on 14 
October 1971. This bridge was damaged by floods and was rebuilt 
and inaugurated on 22 June 1984 with free help from China. The 
bridge is 240-meters long now. 


--Al-‘Ays-East Sayhut bridge in al-Maharah Governorate. It is 
the longest bridge in the republic and has a length of 288 meters. 


Comrade Chiang Chen adds that when floods occurred in 1982, China 
rebuilt 35 bridges in locations extending from Umm ‘Ayn to 
al-Mukalla. It also repaired in 1985 a total of 48 small bridges 
in the area between Umm ‘Ayn and al-Mukalla. China did this for 
free. 


The comrade economic adviser also points out that “building these 
bridges has linked the capital, Aden, with the governorates of 
Abyan, Shabwah, Hadhramaut, and al-Maharah. This has led to 
rapid transportation between those governorates and has 
contributed to their development progress.” 


Factories 


The industrial projects in which the PRC has participated include 
the following: 


--The yarn and textile plant, whose construction was started at 


the beginning of December 1972 and which was completed on 30 
November 1975. The plant, which employs a large number of male 
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and female workers, produces various types of textiles and 
clothing. 


--The salt plant (belonging to the Public Salt Authority), which 
has a salt basin of 650 hectares and produces 150 tons annually. 


--The agricultural and metal tool plant, whose construction was 
begun on 19 January 1975 and which was completed on 22 June 1976. 


In Area of Fish Resources 


In this area, the Chinese side has supplied six fishing boats, 
each with a load capacity of 300 tons. The Chinese have also 
built a refrigerator for the storage of fish with a capacity of 
800 tons. 


In Agricultural, Health Areas 


In the agricultural area, the Chinese drilled 93 artesian wells 
from 1971 to 1973. In the health area, our country has received 
Chinese medical missions comprising 52 physicians and nurses who 
specialize in various fields. These missions have been 
distributed in the hospitals of Aden, Abyan, and Madhramaut. 


In this connection, Comrade Chiang Chen said: “In 1987, health 
cooperation entered its 18th year. According to the agreement 
concluded between the two countries, another medical mission will 
arrive in 1987 to work in al-Qutn Hospital in Madhramaut 
Governorate.” 


In Area of Trade 


In the area of trade, our country has good trade relations with 
the PRC and it imports from the PRC numerous commodities, 
including some foodstuffs and consumer goods, industrial 
detergents, drugs, construction materials, and electrical and 
home appliances, in accordance with the trade agreement concluded 
between the two countries. 


Horizons of Future Cooperation 


If we have felt the fruits of the economic cooperation between 
our two countries, embodied in the actual projects contributed by 
the PRC to the economic development plans, our delegations's 
current visit to China will open new horizons for bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries. This is how our two 
countries and peoples feel. : 


The comrade Chinese economic adviser said: “We are confident 
that this visit will help to develop and bolster the cooveration 
relations between our two countries. A new economic-cechnical 











cooperation agreement is scheduled to be concluded. A document 
setting up a joint Yemeni-Chinese cooperation committee is also 
scheduled to be signed. This happens for the first time.” 


The adviser added: “Our two countries, which are tied by gcod 
and friendly relations, will work in the future to achieve firmer 
cooperation in other cultural, health, and trade areas.” 


Concluding, the adviser said: “Our two countries have common 
characteristics. Our hardship is the same and we share the same 
task, namely build our countries through the struggle to build 
the socialist society.” 


8494/13104 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN NEAR EAST 


AL-BID ADDRESSES RALLY ON ANNIVERSARY OF PORTUGUESE INVASION 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 15 Mar 87 p 2 


[Article: "In Address of 464th Anniversary of Popular Resistance to Portuguese 
Invasion of City of al-Shahar, Secretary General [Ali Salim al-Bid, Secretary 
General of the Yemeni Socialist Party] said: In National Resistance Battles, 
Our People Embodied Their Unity in Its Most Sublime Sense; We Must Roll Up Our 
Sleeves To Defend Country and To Achieve Increased Production in Order That We 
May Supply Our Food With Our National Efforts and Resources."] 


[Text] Brothers and sisters, here is the 464th anniversary of 
the seven martyrs dawning on us as if it happened in the recent 
past. It remains alive in our conscience, regardless of how many 
generations pass on, and it teaches us lessons and examples and 
inspires us to unite and to redeem the motherland. 


In 1533, the Portugese aggressors launched a barbarous attack on 
our heroic city, the city of al-Shahar, so that they might make 
it easier for themselves to occupy the city of Aden later, which 
historians have rightfully called “Yemen's eye.” The Portugese 
aggressors tried repeatedly to occupy Aden but our heroic Yemeni 
people in this heroic city pushed back the aggressors and 
inflicted abysmal defeats on them. Our people in Aden were not 
alone in fighting the Portugese occupation attempts. Rather they 
received all forms of material and moral support from their 
brothers in Ta‘izz and al-Shahar in north and east Yemen. 


In the national resistance battles, the great Yemeni people 
embodied their unity in its most sublime sense and were able with 
that unity to repel the aggressors and force them to flee, 
dragging the disgrace of defeat behind then. 


At that time, the colonialist wanted to control the east's trade 
with Europe. With their invasion, they launched a hateful 
colonialist era. Aden, located on the route between India and 
the Red Sea, was their primary target through which they sought 
to secure a route to Asia and East Africa. 


Sa 





In the battles to confront the Portugese aggressors, your 
forefathers sent arms and men to their brothers in Aden and took 
part with them in defeating the Portugese aggressors. 
Consequently, the defeated Portugese aggressors sought to avenge 
themselves on your city and its brave people and to deny Aden a 
source of aid and assistance so that they might repeat their 
attempts to occupy it. 


Brothers, sisters: 


The seven martyrs reflected most truthfully our people's ability 
to defend their national rights which cannot be undermined under 
any circumstances or conditions. Despite inequality in the 
battlefield, our Yemeni people in al-Shahar proceeded with their 
modest weapons to confront the enemy's firepower, defending their 
city bravely and offering hundreds of sacrifices, led by the 
seven reverent matryrs who led the ranks and paid with their 
lives as the price for freedoa. 


Throughout the various phases of their long history, our Yemeni 
people have fought every foreign occupier of their land, have 
defended their country against all forms of invasion, and have 
offered lines of martyrs to do so. From the moment the feet of 
British occupiers touched the soil of the southern part of Yemen, 
our Yemeni people fought this occupation as our Yemni people in 
the northern part of the homeland fought the Turkish occupation. 


On 26 September 1962, our people staged their powerful revolution, 
which created the objective conditions for the inception of the 
14 October revolution under the National Front's leadership. In 
this gigantic revolution, which sought inspiration from our 
people's entire struggle legacy, which achieved victory over the 
British colonists, and which wrenched complete national 
independence on 30 November 1967 after 4 years of the armed 
etruggled led by the National Front--in this revolution, our 
people offered thousands of martyrs, inscribed the words dignity, 
sovereignty, and independence with their blood, and paved the way 
for the pioneer revolutionary experience in the Arab world. The 
lackey, reactionary, and imperialist enemies of our people 
resorted to various plots throughout the phases of the struggle 
and of the development of our country's revolution, especially 
when the progressive left wing of the National Front triumphed and 
took power on 22 July 1969. Our people and our organization 
offered lines of martyrs to confront and foil all the plots 
against our revolution and our country. Our revolution has 
continued to march forward, despite all the difficulties, deriving 
its inspiration from the revolutionary principles of scientific 
socialism and international proletarianisa. 


Those plots against our democratic national regime climaxed with 
the abortive coup plot which was perpetrated by plotter ‘Ali 
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Nasir Muhammad and his treasonous gang and which cost the lives 
of thousands of our people and of hundreds of members of our 
party leadership cadres, led by illustrious martyrs Fattah, 
*Antar, Muslih, and Sha‘i'. 


Our people and party have paid a heavy price to safeguard this 
experience and our national sovereignty and to prevent the 
revolution from backsliding and falling into the bosom of 
imperialism anew. Since the 13 January plot was destroyed, our 
Yemeni Socialist Party and the revolutionary government have 
exerted all efforts to rebuild what this plot destroyed at all 
levels. We now have historical responsibilities facing us. We 
face the issue of national unity which has been in all phases the 
criterion against which to measure our victories and 
accomplishments. The first objective that plotter ‘Ali Nasir 
sought to achieve by destroying this experience was to sabotage 
the national unity and to incite tribal, regional, and factional 
jingoism, which our revolution has confronted and endeavored to 
eliminate since the corrective step of 22 June. 


To foil the consequence of 13 January, we must take a number of 
strong and daring steps capable of pulling the rug from under the 
feet of plotter ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad and the class enemies. The 
first of these steps consists of the strict implementation of the 
general amnesty decrees and of creating a climate that helps all 
the misguided to return to their families, homes, and jobs so 
that they may exercise the rights and duties guaranteed by the 
country's constitution and laws. 


Our success in implementing the general amnesty decree constitutes 
a fatal blow to the new counterrevolution, which exploits the 
presence of our misguided brothers outside the republic's borders 
for its base personal purposes and to collect money from all the 
sides opposed to our people and our revolution. 


Brothers, sisters: 


Plotter ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad and his clique charted during the 
years in which they were in power a political, economic, and 
social course totally opposing our ideology's and our party's 
course. One feature of their course was to corrupt conscience, 
to spread laxity and irresponsibility, and to arrange personal 
affairs at the masses’ expense, thus leading to the creation of 
an obvious chasm which separated the leadership from the toiling 
people. As a result, the masses were prevented from performing 
their role in the process of political, economic, and social 
transformation and the government was separated from the masses 
and was turned into an agency from above. 


A first duty for which we must work is to strengthen the 
confidence of the masses who have an interest in the revolution. 
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Only then will the masses stand with us in defendng this 
revolution, in continuing the building of this experience, in 
confronting the counterrevolution and counterrevolutionary 
forces, and in eliminating the legacy of plotter ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad and of his opportunist rightist clique. 


Sisters, brothers: 


Most of our effort in this phase is focused on the process of 
economic reconstruction and development. In its seventh session, 
the Yemeni Socialist Party Central Committee focused on the 
economic aspect by virtue of this aspect's importance in our 
people's life. There is no doubt that you have heard of the 
outcome and resolutions of the Central Committee's seventh 
session. Today, we all shoulder the responsibility of 
implementing these resolutions because the process of economic and 
social reconstruction cannot take place in isolation from the 
Masses and cannot be achieved without serious and persistent 
efforts from all the leaderships and masses. We assert that 
broad horizons will be opened in this area. Our country abounds 
with riches. But work, effort, and sweat are the things to 
guarantee the economic and social changes which we will witness. 
In this regard, we must devote all our efforts to develop 
agriculture and agricultural production, fishery resources and the 
fishing industry, light industries, and the popular industries 
and crafts and we must work to supply our essential and basic 
needs from our national products on which we rely and with which 
we will build a strong national economy. As you have seen 
today, the project to electrify five towns has been inaugurated 
and thus a broad network to electrify Hadhramaut's towns has been 
completed. There is no doubt that this network will have a great 
impact on developing the agricultural and industrial production 
process. 


Morever, the various projects that have been and are being opened 
from time to time show the Yemeni Socialist Party's and the 
Revolutionary government's interest in supplying the food and 
consumer goods our people need. But we notice from time to time 
people who fabricate supply bottlenecks and crises to enrich 
themsleves illicitly at the people's expense. We stress that we 
will not permit the creation of supply botlenecks and that the 
state will fuffill all its duties and obligations. On the other 
hand, we tell those who tamper with the people's food that the 
law will get them and that they will be punished. 


Sisters, brothers: 
The anniversay of the seven martyrs must remain alive in our 


memory, we must be inspired by it, and we must learn from it the 
lessons and examples given by our forefathers. We must learn 
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from it that an unarmed people is capable with its faith and with 
its leadership's commitment to defeat the aggressor enemy despite 
his superiority. We must learn from it the national unity which 
bound our people in that ancient time. The Yemeni people have 
continued to be united in their conscience and feelings, despite 
the barriers and borders. We must learn the greater lesson that 
with the masses, and the masses only, we will achieve all our 
objectives of a happy and democratic Yemen united on the basis of 
the objectives of the glorious 26 September and 14 October 
revolutions. 


Sisters, brothers: 


We will celebrate this year the 20th anniversary of our national 
independence, the 25th anniversary of the 26 September revolution, 
and the 70th anniversary of the great October socialist 
revolution. 


These occasions are dear to our hearts and the best thing we can 
offer on these occasions is to raise the level of our efforts to 
safeguard public ownership, to assimilate the revolutionary 
ethics, to love public ownership as we love the toilers, and to 
remain vigilant, and to work and sweat to achieve more interests 
for the toilers and more progress for the revolution on the path 
of achieving the fundamental interests of the poor and of fighting 
all the aspects of corrpution and of the legacy bequeathed to us 
by the 13 January plot. 


We must roll up our sleeves to defend the country and to achieve 
increased production so that we may supply a part of our food 
with our efforts and national resources. 


The Yemeni Socialist Party has no path other than the toilers' 
and the masses’ path. All the Central COmmittee's sessions since 
13 January have moved in this direction and you have heard then. 
All our party strugglers, local government agencies, and mass 
organizations have begun to implement these resolutions. We ask 
all to take part, to engage in discussion, and to express opinions 
on how to implement the party program and on how to adhere to the 
creative and innovative implementation of the contents of this 
progran. 


8494/13104 
CSO: 4404/301 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN NEAR EAST 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH ITALY--A delegation of the Italian 
National Cooperatives and Mutual Benefit League, headed by 
Gian-Carlo [Nirobi], a secretariat member and the official in 
charge of the league's foreign relations, has held talks with 
officials of the ministries of planning, fish resources, 
agriculture, and industry on the available areas of cooperation 
between our country's economic organizations and the league. 
During its visit, the delegation was familiarized with our 
country's agricultural development and with the efforts made in 
the area of agricultural and economic developmewnt. The 
delegation left Aden 2 days ago after a visit of several days to 
our country. [Text] [Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 13 Mar 87 p 2] 
8494/13104 


ELECTRICITY FOR FIVE CITIES--The city of al-Shahar in Madhramaut 
Governorate will witness throughout 3 days a number of political, 
cultural, and popular activities in celebration of the 464th 
anniversay of our Yemeni people's resistance to the Portugese 
invasion of the city of al-Shahar. On the occasion, the first 
phase of the project to supply electricity to five towns in East 
al-Mukalla will be inaugurated. The activities celebrating the 
occasion were launched yesterday. These activities have become 
an annual tradition through which the present revolutionary 
generation expresses its pride in our people's glorious national 
heritage and in the bond bweteen the people's present and past 
struggle. The masses of al-Shahrar displayed heroic resistance 
in fighting the Portugese colonialist invasion. [Text] [Aden 14 
UKTUBAR in Arabic 12 Mar 87 p 1] 8494/13104 
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AFGHANISTAN SOUTH ASIA 


ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH BULGARIA EXPANDED 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 27 Feb 87 P 2 


[Text] The establishing of economic relations between various countries of 

the world together with the expansion of their political relations constitute 
part of the objectives which will directly affect the social and economic growth 
of. those countries. The expansion and strengthening of those ties, particularly 
for the underdeveloped nations is a necessary step toward an economic progress 
and elimination of social backwardness. Of course the establishing of such re- 
lations must be based on reciprocal cooperation and the underdeveloped nations 
must not be made as economic dependents of the advanced industrial countries of 
the world. 


Our country, Afghanistan which is considered as a developing nation, with due 
understanding of the fact that the strengthening of economic relations and re- 
ciprocal cooperation with other countries will constitute the fundamental con- 
dition for enhancing the quality of production, effective output, improving the 
level of employment and technology and finally result in a great use of our na- 
tural resources and other production factors, after the acquisition of its po- 
litical independence has consistently expanded its economic relations with var- 
ious countries of the world, especially the socialist nations--it has actively 
done so with due consideration to the interests of the people of Afghanistan. 


The friendly country of Bulgaria together with other socialist nations with 
regard to creating substructural economic projects of a national stature, with- 
in the framework of the first 5-year plan, has played a noteworthy share in 
continuing its economic and technical assistance to our country. For instance, 
in the area of technical cooperation Bulgaria has recently signed some agree- 
ments with Afghanistan which will accordingly provide the necessary equipment 
for the diesel power stations of certain districts and other border provinces. 
With the installation of such facilities the restrictions on electric power of 
the areas in question will be eliminated. 


The procuring of the necessary equipment with a value of 4.65 million dollars 

and the cost of travel and pertinent expenditures for the dispatch of experts 

to Afghanistan with a value of 124,800 dollars will be funded from the 18 million 
dollars credit--electric power segment--subject of the agreement of the fourth 
Afghan-Bulgaria Commission. Likewise, an agreement for the delivery of machinery 
and other necessary parts for the assembly and operation of a plant for manu- 
facturing leather goods and fur garments with a value of over 5.9 million dol- 
lars between the Ministry of Light Industries and Foodstuffs of the DRA and 
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the Techno-Export Company of the friendly country of Bulgaria was signed. Ac- 
cording to this agreement the new plant will be built in the industrial district 
of Pol-e Charkhi in the second half of 1366 [21 March 1987 - 20 March 1988]. 


The signing of such agreements on the one hand makes friendship ties and co- 
operation between the two nations of Afghanistan and Bulgaria ever more stronger, 
and on the other hand it bears a comprehensive effect on the growth of national 
productivity and the future growth of the society as well. 
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AFGHANISTAN | SOUTH ASIA 


WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION ASSISTING MARTYRS' FAMILIES 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 14 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text] The Women and Mothers’ Society of the Martyrs of the Revolution was 
formed on March 31, 1986. There are 47 individuals from the martyrs' families 
as the members of the central society and other thirteen individuals who are 
elected as members of the executive committee and director of the said society. 


This society which has been created with a view to eliminating the difficulties 
or resolving the problems of the martyrs’ families, has so far been the source 
of noteworthy services for the families of the martyrs. A responsible official 
from the aforementioned society while making the above statement also said: 


From the inception of the society until now 800 petitions regarding a lack of 
supervision for some martyr family members, other relief aids and other per- 
tinent problems have been received by this office. In order to resolve these 
issues, the Women and Mothers' Society of the Martyrs of the Revolution has 
established contact with the honorable Council of Ministers of the DRA, the 
Defence and Justice Branch of the PDPA Central Committee and the Assembly of 
the Kabul representatives. As a result of these contacts ninety apartments 
have been secured and distributed among the families of the martyrs and other 
invalids. Furthermore, in an effort to resolve the problems of the martyrs' 
families, eight cooperation protocol have been entered into with the various 
establishments, and relief aid and assistance was extended to 150 members of 
the martyrs’ families in the city of Kabul. 


Likewise, through the Women and Mothers’ Society of the Martyrs of the Revolu- 
tion, on the occasion of the camping anniversary of the DRA, 150 members of 
the aforesaid society received relief assistance and 37 members of the martyrs' 
families, soldiers and invalids also were given living quarters from the re- 
levant housing project, Parvan III and Makrury'‘un. 


The aforementioned society has so far helped to find jobs for ten women from 
the martyrs‘ families; likewise it has sent four women to enroll in the various 
courses of Women's Club and introduced seven children to the state orphanage 
and dispatched four people to health centers for test and treatment. 


In order to resolve the problems of the martyrs’ families, 300 requests for 


retirement pension have been forwarded to the pertinent treasury, two hundred 
letters were sent to the Kabul representatives and four other letters were also 
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dispatched to the provinces of Helmand, Parvan, Qonduz and Baghlan. The pur- 
pose of this correspondence was to alleviate the difficulties of the martyrs' 
families with regard to martyrs‘ pension and distribution of coupons for such 
families. 


Moreover, other suggestions were presented to the PDPA Central Committee for 
revising the laws concerning the invalids and those pertaining to the survivors 
of the martyrs of the revolution. Fortunately, the appropriate laws have been 
duly revised and food coupons were distributed among all the families of the 
martyrs accordingly. 


It should also be mentioned that during the current year 10 tons of coal was 


put at’ the disposal of this society gratis by the Ministry of Mines and Indus- 
tries. 
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INDIA 


INDIAN PARTICIPATION IN WASHINGTON WORLD BANK MEETING 
Finance Minister's, Other Speeches 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 11 Apr 87 p 5 


[Text] Washington, April 10 (PTI): The direct benefit to the poor. Many 
inance sécretary, Mr &. Venk- of these hed Gome 
itaraman addressing the de- cueniibaned ta the sunt There 
a t pice peg md of the roan geenrnne nay Saas Dee 0 

Bank Internation- making significant progress 
Monetary Fund, yesterday its struggle against this age-old 
“a in problem, he added. | 
recent in the allocation of . Growth and development 
World resources to poverty _ were the only antidotes to pover- 
alleviation. ene ty. Adjustment programmes 
and Fund Set “seraitjocket bound to have 
to an 

solutions on a formula basis.” on poverty Py te 

Mr Venkitaramanan: pointed ment with growth that 
out that the international in- activities in the eco- 
Se: Oe See nomy must not srreerene ont 
saetimaetenn Marie eleboase “This in siiiaililiacaibee 

turn 

ence huge financial available for financing develop- 
lances in the short term. In an ment. While 
increasingly interdependent rammes have to be im- 
world, these elements had a pro- pace 
found impact on the prospects of ment must be allowed to 
eS Se falter,” he said: 7 
pact of structural adjustment Pre Pethant «Bonnet fi 
and development programmes. ly finalisation of all 
The removal of poverty “is the endings a in aes 
comtres Peryete ot Sevevur- secs of IDA. The sise of this 
neon Miley Be ply a po agreement is well below what is| 
lace Sour pears Rod sate © sory required to effectively tackle 
inflicted agreement operational can 
on the people of the developing aly smoke the tue sore Gift 
wa ig : my cult,” Mr Venkitaramanan said, 


A 
z 
 : 
: 
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special atten- , . 
tion to the problems of alleviat- ae saccin canes ot 
ne ees eee the IMF yesterday that the prob | 
poor,” he observed. lems besetting the world eco- 
He said India had long experi- nomy were structural and called 
ence of devising of for “far-reaching initiatives.” : . 
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The recent preoccupations 
with monetarist remedies to 
world economic problems, he 
said, “have met with less than 
resounding success.” 

The time has come to achieve 

-mificantly higher growth rates 
in the industrial countries 
through appropriate policies 
and to expand significantly ex- 
ternal resource flows to the de- 


veloping countries. ' to 


Mr Malhotra called for a ma- 
jor, new allocation’ of Special 
Drawing Rights now that infla- 
tion in industrial countries has 
fallen to the iowest level in two 


‘Meanwhile, the Group of 24 
developing countries, in a state- 
ment at the end of their ministe- 
rial-level meeting preceded by 
two days of official-level meet- 
ings, said growth was not possi- 
ble under existing circumst- 
alias tesa ie - 

es. ! . 


The declaration expressed | 
ble . 


Indian Representatives 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Apr 87 p 16 


[Article by J.N. Parimoo] 


[Text] 
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GANDHI URGED NOT TO ACCEPT REDUCED U.S. AID 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Apr 87 p 8 


(Editorial ] India can surely do without the measly aid the United 
States offers it. Fifty million dollars are peanuts, to use the 
Pakistan president's description, when he turned down 
president Carter's offer of aid. As it happens, the foreign 
relations committee of the House of Representatives has 
reduced it by $ 15 million as a mark of its displeasure over 
India’s friendly relations with the Soviet Union. The U.S. 
embassy has been generous enough to assure New Delhi that 
the Reagan administration will do its best to get the cut 
restored. rently, it means what it says. The adminis- 
tration will in all probability try:to live up to the assurance. 
The chances are that it will not succeed. The rightwing 
sentiment remains dominant in the United States; in foreign 
policy terms it means that “those who are not with us are 
against us;” the vote in the House foreign relations 
committee fully reflects this sentiment; the honeymoon with 
Mr Rajiv G i is over, because he has not ended India’s 
close ties with the Soviet Union and taken on Afghanistan 
a stand which the American rightwing can cheer. But the 
issue . ~, whether the adm ype will secon . 
persuading Congress to approve its or 
50 million aid to India. The issue is whether New Delhi 
should accept, for the sake of such a small amount, the 
Hg of being told how it must run its foreign 

ions. 


It is acommonplace that the U.S. government does not 
control Congress. But it will be naive to suggest that the 
Reagan administration does not share about this country 
the sentiment that has determined the decision of the House 
foreign relations committee. It too is disenchanted with Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi because he has failed to live up to its 
expectations. Not to put too fine a point on it, it expected 
him to change dramatically India’s policy, to bring 
it in alignment with American interests — distance from the 
Soviet Union, especially on the Afghanistan question, and 
friendly relations with Pakistan and China. There is, of 
course, a difference between the administration’s and the 
House foreign relations committee's approach in that the 
former is willing to be more patient and it realises that it 
is not possible to bully India in such a brazen manner. But 
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the committee has delivered to India a message which the 
administration must approve of. India must deliver a 
counter-message. Which is that it is not going to subordinate 
its foreign and defence policies to U.S. purposes. To refuse 
aid is the most effective way of delivering the message. In 
1963 the then Prime Minister, Mr Nehru, refused the U.S. 
offer to help build the Bokaro steel plant because the 
conditions weré not acceptable. The issue then was rela- 
tively small — whether the plant should be in the public or 
the private sector. Now much larger issues are at stake. Mr 
Gandhi cannot afford to be seen to bé ducking these issues 
and to be acquiescing in a U.S. attempt at coercion. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF INDO-SOVIET RELATIONS CELEBRATED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Apr 87 p 1 


[Text] 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Apr 87 p 7 


[Text } 


Solomentsev at Moscow Embassy 
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Speeches at Celebration 


Moscow, April 14 (UNI) — 
New horizons have opened up be- 
fore India and the Soviet Union 
to increase their cooperation in 
industry, r) trade, sci- 
ence and technology, Indian am- 
bassador to the Soviet Union T N 
ul said here. 
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said Indo-Soviet relations had 
reached a high plane with the 
signing of the Delhi Declaration 
by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
oe Soviet leader Mikhail 

chev, according to an APN 


- * Ata meeting organised on the 
occasion, Valentina Tereshkova, 
chairman of the Union of Soviet . 
Societies of Friendship and the 
first woman cosmonaut of the 
work, said, “Inda-Soviet 








ests of the peoples of both coun- emphasised Indo-Soviet 
tries and is an important cooperation not only meets the 
stabilising factor in international vital interests of the of 
Rs. both countries but also an 
the MrB important role es a 
R Bhagat, former Indian factor in Asia and the world. “The 
Minister and president of relations between the two coun- 
Friends of Soviet Union Society, tries demonstrate the vitality of 
said that the two countries were the policy of peaceful coexie- 
going through a process of tence”, he said. - 
reorganisation which would re- The Soviet Foreign Ministry 
sult in a more dynamic interac- has also sent a telegram to Exter- 
— is ey yan me 
In a round table discussion on = = 
Indo-Soviet relationship telecast -_ Mr Tiwerl cald Indo-Soviet 
the Soviet television last _ telations had become a factor of 
night, Indologist Georgy Kim peace and stability in the interna- 
said the genesis of the friendéhip In an interview on the Soviet 
went back to leaders like Mahat- an on | 
pct i, Nehru and Lenin. national television on Sunday Mr. 
' Tiwari emphasised that -diplo- 
Dr Erik Komarov described matic relations between India 
India as not only a great Asian and the USSR were very impor- ’, 
country but also a world power tant not only for promoting bilat- , 
whose political weight and role in ‘eral cooperation but also to ad- . 
international relations were -vance the objectives of peace and . 
na = vy Martyn Brae . 
A Soviet news weekly “News Soviet message said “Re- 
Time” said although India was a lations between India and the So-_ 
non-aligned country and the So- viet Union, based on the common 
viet Union a member of the Gwelten to pease ont pragren, 
Warsaw pact it had not hampered otruggie disarmame 
their cooperation. _, Prevention of a nuclear war, dem- 
In fact the two are maintain- , — onstrate the vitality of the 
ing extensive contacts in every . Of peaceful coexistence con- 
possible field, the weekly said. vincingly testify.in favour of such 
Photo exhibitions and screen- policy”. 
ing of Indian films marked the be- It said the exchange of surn- 
ginning of the Soviet-Indian mit visits in 1985-86 “lent a freah 
friendship week in Soviet cities ; impetus to the Indo-Soviet rela- 
organised on the occasion. . tions, sealed by the treaty of 
A photo-exhibition depicting peace, _ friendship an 
the development of Soviet-Indian 
economic and cultural ties About the Delhi declaration 
opened in Alma Ata, the capital the message said the “declaration 
of the Kazakhastan Republic _ on principles for nuclear wer ns 
while a concert of Indian ‘songs . _ free zone and non-violent we. .d is 
and melodies by Soviet artists a vivid example of new political 
was held in Tashkent: mentality at the nuclear space 
Indian films were also age”. It said the “document isan 
houses, Tass report lishing a comprehensive system 
Soviet President Andrei. of international security”. ‘ 


Gromyko has congratulated Indi- 
an leaders on the occasion. — 
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Friendship ‘Natural Alliance‘ 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Apr 87 p 4 
(Editorial: “Forty Years On") 


[Text] ; 40th anniversary of the establishment of dip- 
~Tomatic relations between India and the USSR, ' 


diam tend doen teva covey lid by the chased ent 








a reliable factor in this case, as in those of several other 
ro ganache phd tpl 





development 

Jawaharlal Nehru’s time. And it was elevated to a quali- 
tatively new level with the signing of the Indo-Soviet 
Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation during 
Indira Gandhi’s stewardship of this country. Fresh evi- 
dence of this dimension of the mutually fruitful rela- 
tions has been forthcoming in the form of the Delhi 
Declaration for a nuclear-weapons free and non-violent 
world, resulting from the special rapport achieved be- 
tween Mr Mikhail Gorbachev and Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

The historic sanctions for the relations remain as 
firm as they were four decades ago and even earlier. The 
prospect for them, particularly in the context of the 
heightened threat posed by tension-mongers to the re- 
gion and the world, can only be one of further growth. 
It is only those seeking — in vain — to reverse the tide 
of time who hope to reduce them to a “relationship of ' 
convenience”. They have been disappointed before in 
such expectations. The active Indo-Soviet amity will 
remain a factor of regional stability and the independ- 
coasted 
‘therefore for world peace. a eee ae : 
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COLOMBO REFUSES VISAS TO GOODWILL TEAM 
Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Apr 87 p l 


[Text] 





peace in the island, with justice to the Tamil 
; alee wae bet Be rita 
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TIBETAN SAYS PRC NUCLEAR WEAPONS AIMED AT INDIA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 10 Mar 87 p l 


{Text ] 


/12379 
CSO: 


Shimla, March 9 (UNI)—China is 
stockpiling nuclear weapons “aimed at 
India” at different places in Tibet, a 
spokesman of the Tibetan Youth Con- 
gress said here today quoting visitors- 
from Tibet. 

The weapons include a large num- 
ber of intércontinental ballistic mis- 


siles, the spokesman told newsmen. 


He said major nuclear stations had 
been set up at Nagchu, in eastern 
Tibet. A series of nuclear experimenta- 
tion centres were also reported to have 
been established, particularly in the 
Gobi desert. The spokesman feared 
they would pollute the waters of rivers 


‘flowing from Tibet to India and 


Burma. , 

“The Chinese nuclear experiments 
will soon make Tibet a source of death- 
wind of nuclear radiation flowing 
across Asia”, the spokesman said: 

He quoted the visitors, stated to 
have just returned from Tibet, as hav- 
ing said that there had been a massive 
military buildup in Tibet. 
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To ward off the threat posed by 
China, the spokesman called for resto- 
ration of Tibet's status as a free and in- 
dependent buffer between India and 
China. He demanded that Tibet be de- 
clared a zone of peace—totally 
demilitarised and free from nuclear 
weapons. 


Meanwhile, the Dalai Lama, the 
spiritual head of Tibetans, in a mes- 
sage in connection with the 28th anni- 
veraary of the Tibetan National Upris- 
ing Day, has said the policy of 
liberalisation in China posed a greater 
danger than ever before to the survival 
of Tibetans, their ‘religion and 
culture. ' Ee 

“The policy of colonisation and 
demographic aggression posed a great 
threat of reducing our people to a mi- 
nority in our own country. This has 
rendered the much publicised Chinese 
claim of respecting Tibetan identity, 
religion, culture and traditions mean- 
ingless,” the message said. - 
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COUNTRY ‘SELF-RELIANT’ IN WEAPONS PRODUCTION 


MINISTER: 


Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Apr 87 p 6 


pee Audet 


putt 


aa 


hie 


BRE 


{[fext] 


Hae Bs 


/13046 
CSO: 


4600/1632 





63 





INDIA 


SOUTH ASIA 


MINISTER SAYS NO CURRENT PLANS FOR INDIAN NUCLEAR BOMB 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Mar 87 p 5 


{Text ] 


/12379 
CSO: 


India has no intention to go in for nu- 
clear bomb at this point of time and it 
is hoped the circumstances will not 
force the country to deviate from the 
declared path. 

: Stating this in the Lok Sabha on 
Friday Minister of State for External 
Affairs Eduardo Faleiro told Dr G S 
Rajhans and Mr H N Gowda during 
question hour that there was nothing 
very new in the disclosures made in an 
interview by Dr A Q Khan, the Paki- 
stani scientist, regarding Pakistan pos- 
sessing a nuclear bomW. India has been 
receiving information from various 
sources regarding Pekistan'’s nuclear 
‘dimerision. 

Mr Faleiro declared in this context 
that the country’s defence was para- 
mount and the security environment 
was under constant review. So far as 
India's stand on nuclear disarmament 
was concerned it was consistent, ¢ 
minister said. 

' Answering a supplementary Mr 
“Faleiro said that India had taken up 
the matter of dilution of the 


Symington agreement in the context of 
Pakistan acquiring nuclear bomb. He 
said whatever steps were possible dip- 
lomatically India was taking it. “We 
have taken up this with the US and the 


US Congressmen”, the minister said. - 


Mr Faleiro further said though In- | 
dia was not satisfied with the US re- 
sponse to the Pak nuclear programme 
the issue would continue to be pursued. 
The US administration could exercise 
a‘ lot of influence with the Pakistan 
government, he said. 
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When Mr Madhu Dandavate of the 
Janata sought to know from the minis- 
ter in a supplementary whether under 
article 78 of the Constitution the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces was informed of the recent de- 
velopments on the Indo-Pak border be- 
fore the matter was leaked to the press. 
Speaker Balram Jakhar intervened 
and ruled that he would not allow any 
reference to the name of the 
Commender-in-Chief to be made in 
the House. 

Mr Faleiro said that the timely ac- 
tion taken by India following large- 


scale amassing of Pak troops on the 
border had helped difuse the 
situation. 

: He said that the US administration 
had a great deal of leverage and could 
influence the Pakistan government. 
“We are not satisfied with what they 
have done so far and we will continue 
to pursue them”, he said. 

Mr Faleiro who gave details of the 
troop movement following amassing of 
troops by Pakistan across the border 
said the timely action took by the Indi- 
an Government diplomatically had 
helped to difuse the situation. “The sit - 
vation as of now stands diffused”, he 
said. 

Tension on the Indo- Pakistan bor- 
der had been substantially reduced fol- 
lowing two rounds of talks which were 
held at India’s initiative from 31 Janu- 
ary to 4 February. 1987 and 27 Febru- 
ary to 2 March, 1987 respectively. 

These consultations provided for 
substantial withdrawal of forces of 
both sides in certain sectors. A third 
round of talks was to be held in New 
Dethi at a mutually convenient date. 
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DEFENSE STUDIES INSTITUTE COMPILES KHAN STATEMENTS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Mar 87 p 9 


{Text } 


/12379 
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NEW DELHI, March 15 (UNI). 


N his various statements and 
interviews in the past three 


years, the Pakistani nuclear scien-»s 


tist, Dr. Abdul fr Khan, has 
naiways claimed that his country 
has the capability of producing a 
nuciear bomb. 

These statements and interviews 
have becn compiled in a bookict by the 
Institute of Defence Studies and 
Analyscs here in the wake of the 
controversy gencrated by Dr. Khan's 
interview to an Indian journalist in 
which he is reported to have claimed 
that “Pakistan has the bomb”. 


In these statements Dr. Khan does 
not hide his communal hatred against 
the West (althongh his wife is Dutch), 
India and the Jews. : 

In his interview to the Urdu daily, 
“Nawa-I-W at”, in February 1984, he 
had said: “ll western countries includ- 
ing Issacl are not only the enemics of 
Pakistan but in fact of Islam.” And 
opposition to Pakistan's nuclear pro- 
gramme by Indian and the Western 
press was because of their “hostility to 


Islam”. 

In that interview Dr. Khan had 
made the historic statement that “by 
the grace of God we have left India 
‘behind by many years in uranium 
enrichment” and if a political decision 
was taken to fibricate an atom bomb 
“we would not disappoint the nation”. 
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Latcr in April 1984, he wrote in a 
defence journal of Karachi: “Purcly 
from theoretical and academic point of 
view when we are capable of enrich- 
ment to three per cent which is the 
reactor grade, nothing stands in our 
way technically to stop us from enrich- 
no 90 per cent which is the weapons 


Again, in his interview to the Urdu 
weekly, “Hurmat” of Islamabad in 
1985, he said: “The task which was 
accomplished by the United States 40 
years ago, and which India had 
achieved #1 years ago (reference to 
Pokhran implosion) is not so difficult 
and not at all beyond our reach.” 


In the meantime, Pakistan continucs 
to buzz with the controversy about Dr. 
Khan's interview to the Indian journal- 
ist. According to the Karachi daily 
“Dawn” there are two points of vicw 
about this interview among the mem- 
bers of the national assembly. Some 
members call Dr. Khan a patriot par 
excelience, “who in one swipe brought 
the bomb out of purdah, restored the 
sagging morale of the nation and offset 
threats from outside”. ua 


Others condemn him as a “technica 
pedant” whose uttcrances in public; 
might compound Pakistan's rlems ' 
in the future in the mattcr of aid from 
the United States. A Jamaat-l-Islami ' 
member of the national assembly, Mr. 
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Liaquat Baluch, has allered that the 
Pakistani government had “dclitcrate- 
ly arranged the interview with the 


Indian journalist. 
ON AZIR'S STAND (PTE from 


Islamabad): Ms. Benazir Bhutto. co- 
chirperson of the Pakistan People's 
Party, said her party fully supported 
what she described as Pakistan's peace- 
ful nucicar programme to meet its 


energy ts. 

Talking about the controversy in- 
volving Dr. Khan's interview, she said 
such programmes could be successfully 


ee only by maintaining 


secrecy. 
The government should order an 
investigation to expose those behind 
leaking out state secrets, she de- 
ma 


nded. 

Ms. Bhutto said she did not know 
how far the Pakistani scientists had 
advanced in the atomic ficld, “but we 
should strive hard to become an atomic 
power capable of producing energy for 
peaccful purposes.” 

Asked whether her party had ap- 
proached the United States to link the 
aid package to Pakistan with fresh 
clections in the country, she observed 
that aid packages in the past were made 
conditional to the grant of basic human 


rights. 
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MINISTER DISCUSSES DEFENSE PLANNING, COORDINATION 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 6 Apr 87 pp 1, 13 


[Text] 


a hale 
8 
a special -Indian Air Force flight on , 


his return from Visakhapatnam to 
‘New Delhi: He had to India 2° 
largest harbour and dockyard to: 
watch the t t cob. 
— to the Eastern Navel Con 

The information that had bern 
reviewed t with the require: 
ments of. three 


services—Army, . 

Navy end a Force—as weil = 
production, weapon ; 
—, research and’ 
velopment. and allied matters. . 
To decide which of the three cer ' 
vices should get what and when 
was mainly 2 question of prior-: 
ties, the Defence Minister point- 
ed out. He added that to help in 
this, he was constituting a “Ue- 
fence Planning Group”. whic. 


14 . Iiclude exoerts. 
wou — = of 
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‘then again, in the“ planning 
wé have been examining 
the .match between vart- 
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‘ous systems. You have your air- 
craft, but do you havé your wes 
-pons. If you have. yous weapons, 
do you have the electronic techno 
logy and equipment n ity to 
su them? These Sre quéstib:1s 
‘we have been looking at”. 
.. In this ¢onnexion, Mr Singh dis- 
jgussed the research and develop 
-ment — < ‘the Defence Mini« 
‘try In.detall. He said . it was 2 gen- 
litical .imperative that in the 
¢ ms run .{ndia should become 
self-reliant: in defence equipme:it 
and the weapon -systems should 
be completely indigenized. On the 
question of weapon acquisition. he 
said that some : very ‘‘carefu) de 
pag Raper to be taken 


we know that our own 
scientists can gtvé us all that we 
reauiré in future; we have tv 
think of what we are going to do 
‘if wé have a war tomorrow. So 
a certain amount of imports is 
‘essential. In this am iry- 
ing to minimize the role of agenta.: 

But the defence plan of a 
country is not something just for 
tomorrow. It is a planning pro- 
cess ‘keeping in mind a period of 
20, 30 or even 50 years from tu 
pe a peneene. hare the 
|rolitical leadership have to play 
the most crucial ‘part, since they 
nave to decide how they would like 
to. see India after these periods of 
time, And you must rem>2mber 
‘that in .aecountry where the civ1- 
;lfan Government hag overall au- 
thority of the armed.:’forces, this 
:authority must be exercised with 
‘full responsibility”. ~: 

Another decision that Mr Siigh 
had taken since coming to his 
South Block office was to mouaitor 
all defence projects where the 
cost was above Rs 16 crores, and 
‘a few “important” p where 
the cost wag below Rs. 16 crores, 
he said. seer 
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PAPER SUMMARIZES DEFENSE MINISTRY'S ANNUAL REPORT 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 10 Apr 87 pp l, 9 


(Text ] 


NEW DELHI, April 9.—There has. 
terloration” in 


been a “sharp de 


the coun towards a 

phase in its growth with internal 
and external factors interacting to 
create a new security milieu”. It 
would require a natio- 
nai effort in the foreign and 
security dreas to meet new 
challenges, according to the annual 


in a somewhat similar manner. 


ay 

a 

Ee 
se® 
Hi 


EH 
[ty 
[es 
fie 


: 
; 
Hi 


a 
" 
{ 
3 
i i. 
:. iH g 
3 ais 


a 


emphasis on indi 
tion, and adequate atten 
search and development. 
The report stresses the need 
countering the induction of sop 
ticated, weaponry in the poe, 


= 
? 


lowever, it needs | that 
if national security is to be accor- 
ded the highest priority, a national 
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these anpropriate defensive me>- 

ures”, The report continues that 

he “Chinese Intrusion has need- 

less!y vitinted the atmosohere of , 

peose and tranquility along the 
"> 


tt also notes that China is im 
roving the quality of its armed 
orces, which along with the poss? . 
bility of .nore sophisticated Cht 
nese weapoury being made avail: 
able to Pakistan, “need to be taken‘ 
into account in aur defence plan- i 
ning exercise”. ; 
The situation in Afghanistan 
continues to create difficulties, and 
the report describes as “disturb- 
ing” the involvement of powers from 
outside the region in Sri Lanka 
“at the invitation of the Govern- 


ment:of the island” the activities 
of which “adversely affect our 
security environment”, 

The Indian Ocean remains = an 
area for sunerpower rivalry whose 
presence, the search for bases in 
the region and the establishment 
of feces with interventionary capa- 
bilities and motives, add to tke. 
trouble, says the report. ‘ 

The renort draws attention to, 
some of the modernization efforts 
in the Army. Force multipliers, in- 
corporation of helicopters in_ the: 
combat arm, new weapons and uv-. 
grading of existing weapons are 
part of the effort. © 

The Vilayanta and 1-55, tanks. 
are being upgraded, so that the 
effectiveness is enhanced an 
their longevity increased. Simu'a- 
tors for training purposes have 
been inducted. The artillery ts Be- 
tng re-equipped “ih a etl 
153 em gun and tke indigenously 
developed light fie'd guns. Ne 
small arms for the infantry av 


new vehicles and equinmeit for- 


the supporting services have been 
introduced. ee 
‘The report speaks of having 
achieved better c untcation 
through Plan AREN (Army Radio 
Fnginecred Network), that had its 
field trials in Operation Brass 
Tacks. There is also More use of 
computers, both ih. weapons sys 
tems and gener?] management. 
NAVY 


Regarding the Navy, ihe report 
lists the variety o sbips ing a 
ed to the .fleet—landing craft, 


minesweepers. . submarines (ot 


_two varieties) and the s4cond atr- 


craft carrier. Eight more Sea Ffar- 
riers and thred commando _ helt 
conlers will augment the naval air 
arm. Frigates and Corvettes are be- 
ing built in domestic shipyards. 
“The process of acquiring 8,000. 


acres Js on for Project Sea Bird—: 
aul intesrated naval basé at Kar. ' 


war, ¢ selection of consultants 
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for the design and planning is ou” 
hand. The facilities.. for’ re- 
‘pair = and maintenahee. of 
Ships at Cothin and Visakhapet-. 
nam are'being enhanced. At Bom-, 
hay, More wharves and jetties: 
have been sanctioned, and - work: 
will begin soon on a dry dock! 
large enough for aircraft carriers. A 
Sea Eagle mizsile complex is bein 

developed at Karnaja island, of. 
Bombay. ; ‘fj! 


’ AIR FORCE 


* The Air Force ‘will re-equip two’ 
of its squadrons this year with thu. 
‘MIG-29 combat aircraft. and some 
‘more Mirage :2000s have been ac- , 
quired. The AN-32 medium trany 4 
port aircraft has been given to’ 
most’ squadtons, The AN.12s wil. 
be pregressively replaced by the : 
11-76 aircraft. ee 4 

The MI-26 helicopters have been - 
inducted far. operations at high; 
altitudes, and a new unit of ME-179; 
is boing added. There has alsa. 
been appreciable progress in navi-4 
gational aids, radars, and commu. - 
nication systems, An air’ defence 
ground environment system p)an: 
is being executed. 7 : 

Trajuing precedures haye’ been 
reviewed ta promote mora fisht 
safety and a scheme has been ap- 
proved for installing cockpit voice 
recorders in transport and logistic 


alrcraft. 
COAST GUARD 
The .Coast Guard service main. 
tains its growth. the report says. 
Two more off-shore patrol’ vesscls 
joined the fleet and another five 
have heen ordered. It has also seven 
iu-shore patrol vessels in service 
with six cn order .from domestic 
and foreign yards, Six Chetak hell- 
‘copters and two Dornicrs are be- 
ing used. The number of pases is 
‘being increased, 


The Coast Guard succeeded in 
intercepting 50 foreign trawlers 
poaching in Indian waters !ast 
year, and it helved tn the seizure 
‘of over Rs 2.61 crores worth ot 
contraband in’ the § first nine: 
months of the year under feview. 


Regarding research and develop 


ment, the teport says that it re 
‘sulted in the production of defence: 


items’ worth Rs 1, 7 crores., The’ 
‘ight cambat aircraft, — pilotless: 
target alrcratt, and a varietv of 


The defeyce'tescarch (and Deve- 
lopment Organization has also done’ 
commendable work regarding 


‘parachutes have been., nd Deve 


‘missiles, ammunition, and a wide 


range of electrotiics. The report 
lists the achievements of the ord 
nance factories and the public sec. 
tor units of the Defence Ministry. - 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON LAUNCH FAILURE RELEASED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 7 Apr 87 p 6 





[Text] Bangalore, April 6 (UNI)—The The release said the next ASLV 
first stage motor of the augmented sat - launch would be carried out within the 
ellite launch vehicle (ASLV) failed to next 12 months after the detailed anal 
fs or hel pall rally yond 2 corrective 

necessary ,, measures 
after launch from Sriharikota on 24 eh 
March release said the expert techni- 
sits ar tee te aes ee ts cal team would carry out the detailed 
obtained fr analysis to as precisely as pos- 
failed launch released to the press here sible the exact cause of the failure and 
today by Indian Space Research to recommend the modifications to be 
Organisation, the strap on motors sep- carried out. 
arated at 52 seconds emoothly as per The sequence of events derived 
plan. At this stage the S-band space-: from the post flight analy 
= haved ye ary suger © Sikes tis detains fon 
vange - 
igus Howe, vehicle telemetry ' tion of the two strap-on motors at 1209 
continued. ; hrs, the ASLV lifted off vertically as 
The preliminary analysis was con- wena fporsinarf ed sa 
ducted by the specially constituted ex- programme was executed 
pert technical teams to establish and both the strap on motors per- 
anomalies leading to the failure of the formed satisfactorily, providing the re- 
ASLV launch and also to objectively ballistic characteristics. Duting 
assess the positive sccomplishments of », the thrust vector control 
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BORDER SECURITY DIRECTOR RETURNS FROM BANGLADESH 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 7 Apr 87 p 1 


{Text} 
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MADRAS; April 6.—Mr 8. Bala- 
subramanian, editor of the Tamil 
weekly, Ananda Vikatan, who: was: 


- Soon after his’ release, 
subramanian told re 
elon vane idee ce that the 
- action a deep scat oan 
reedom. : re will no 


nek in the pelley. of the mags 
tine, he sald. , 


Mr Balasubramanian ‘sald - that 


we magazine would hate pubiish-: 
if‘ the Tamil Nadu: 


ed an in seereay 
Assemb « pt him a chance 
to expla pon! was still unsatisfied 
with his submissiog. . 


He said his magazine would: con: 


tinue its Covlares policy of not 


ttacki taonally. and 
‘would fight for | a Presy froed dom . in 


he term, . 


; wn reo oi og sod barrin mand 


those of the oficial ted! 


td fhe Atami to "s today th protest 


gr major O tion rties in 
an ajor oposi pert RE 
CPI(M) and om also boycotted 
today's proceedings. 


The Supreme Court today allow.’ 
ed the withdrawal of a habeus 
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; Ananda vibes 
, trea 


corpus petition seeking the {mme- 
dité release of Mr Balasubramantan 
‘following information that it had 
_flrea n done. at Madras. :. 


The order was passed by a Divi- 
sion Bench comprising Mr Justice 
A. P. Sen and Mr tice G. L. 
“Oza after vay seed for the State in- 
formed the court that the editor 
was released this By iw follow- 
ing an order by the er, exer- 

rl hig residuary ers.’ The 
Judges sald that in den of this, 
. the petition may be withdrawn. 


‘Mr Ri M. Cama, president of oie 
'IENS, said in a statement: 
Indian and Eastern: Reasy ae So- 
‘elety ig shocked and dism | at 
the Myo: Bye attack on sree Sree F. 

Government authort- 
flee in’ in the shape of arrests, selde 
ete. the latest being the wi 
cedented sentencing of the ed (or 
of Ananda Vikatan, - Mr S. Bala- 


Subramanian, «to three months’ 
rigorous imprisonment. The bizarre 
act in total disregard of the rule 
of law and all principles cf mature 
-Justics in Ba an extremé* hes 4 
‘erance of an ‘ind epentent - 4 
‘vigoroug Press ‘by tha ruling par 
rand its ally. ‘The B, wy strong 
‘condemns this of the Tam 
u Assentbi pote raaiens. j 
‘full “solidarity ‘with ol “hs editor ot 


ia. been rat nal fn ‘the 


action 
: page mitl cguted’ iy oR age 


i oe Ls saggy wenrete 


aver. sere of ‘the 
-Quent assaults on 


tin 
by the use of undefined powers ‘ 
the legislature,' It is ‘time 
‘safeguards werd deviséd to prevelit’ 
such abuses in future”. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN ON BORDER FORCE TALKS 
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[Text] 
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NEW DELHI, April 9. © 

| pen would like Dhaka to: 
create congenial conditions in. 
the Chittagong hill tracts for the 


‘return of the Chakmas who are 


now camping in Tripura and are 
apprehensive of their safety back 


me. 

A foreign office spokesman, com- 
menting on the recent talks between 
the chief of the Border sowie Force 
(BSF) and head of Bangladesh Rifics in 
Dhaka. said India had the “friendl 
of relations” with Dhaka and 
like to see the Chakma issue cesolved, 

India continues td maintain that 
there are now nearly $0,000 Chamka 
refugces in: Tripura camps, though 


‘Bangaldesh has not yet accepted this. 
‘ figure. According to the home ministry. 


there were 31.480 re¢ on January | 


‘t4. the day before the process of 


tepatriation was scheduled to begin. | 

However, owing to the distrubed | 
conditions in the hill tracts and re-. 
sistance by Chakmas, the repatriation ° 
could not take place. In fact. the influx ' 
continued in waves till the figures of 
rcfugces in Tripura camps rose to 


. 49,000 on April 1. 


The Dhaka meeting did not discuss: 
the Chakma problem alone. The pub-. 


. licity given to this issue appears to have. 


overshadowed a morte important issue 
which can have scrious implications 


for, India. It is the continuous and | 
unending illegal’: infiltration by | 
Bangladeshis through all sectors of the - 


Indo-Ban 


h border. 
The BSF chief, Mr M. C. Misra, is 


understood to. have provided to his. 
Bangladesh counterpart figures. of 
Bangladeshis caught on the border in 


the: process of illegally crossing over | 


and pushedback. The urgent need for - 
wcane te illegal infiltration is said 
to have been brought up at the meeting. 


Dhaka has been consistenly contest-— 


ing the figures of infiltration provided 


71 


@ India, Its stand has been that no 


i has crossed over to India. 
However; the Indian authorities are 


‘finding it difficult to shut thcir eyes to 
the problem, having to face the serious 
consequences political, economic and 


social — of this infiltration on this side 
of the border 


The nurogners tation” in Assam 
is only one o cope sell re 


‘ter of the areas of West Be 


and Bihar. They are also found in t 
stums of the capital city, Delhi. Even in 


Punjab, some of the persons shot in the 


anti-terrorist and anti-smuggling oper- 
ations on the Pakistan border have 
been found to be Bangladeshis. - 
According to census there 
has been an extraordinary tise in the 
govern in the border areas of 
ngal and Bihar. In as many as 28 


‘villages’ in the border districts of West 


Bengal, the pupulation increase has 
been’ more than 100 per cent. In 
another 153 villages, the lation 
has grown by more than 40 per cent. 
Ten.new villages have come up where 
none existed. 

It is suspected that illegal infiltrators 


‘from Bangladesh have significantly in- 


fluenced the results of the recent as-' 


‘sembly elections in the broder districts 
‘of West Bengal, where, social tensions 
‘have surfaced and the law and order 
‘has considerably deteriorated. 


It is feared that the influx will grow 


in the coming months, with the con- 


tinuous deterioration in the economic 

situation ir, Bangladesh. According to 

a World Bank stuily, some 23 million 

in Bangaldesh have become 

less destiutes and have no alterna- 
tive but to migrate. They can only 


migrate to India. Mee 
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RESEARCHERS BRING POWER TO INDIAN ANTARCTIC BASE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Apr 87 p 17 


[Article by V.G. Prasad Rao] 


[Text] 


13 
SO 


046 


HYDERABAD. 

H through achieved by 

Indian science and technology 

‘in ng and wind energy 
on of 

may vide a solution: for 

the of power to cold, 

desolate and inaccessibic 

areas like Leh in Ladakh and out- 

posts in the Himalayan range. - 


* Research and development scientists 
of Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited 
came up with a photo-voltaic 


anda wind pena ayy we 
well-established base. 


he 
bre. be eo peat continent 
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PRAGUE TO PROVIDE MACHINERY FOR STEEL PLANT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Apr 87 p 10 


(Text ] 
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INDIAN, GREEK BUSINESSMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS TO COOPERATE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Apr 87 p 10 


[Text] NEW DELHI, April 12:in order to ” Nr Singh. said that such an MOU: 
irae, Necheucdl end evoneenie was necessary as Indo-Greck ayer 
merce and Industyy and the PHD balance was ja favour of ia. India's 
Geena d core fas Serve neelonere 
ere ciel ween ‘Sas RS Grae 
co-operati | pro- 
The MOU tigned by the ACI! duction and export base, has identified. 
Pret the PHIDDCCI president Mr K.P.) ae ree een ee 
Singh, stipulates that the two organisa, nuts, and thie, hendionine eax: 
tions, as the focal points in both the: ments, tanning material, natural and) 
countries, will co-operate with each synthetic rubber products, colouring. 
other in an.effort to establish and. maitcrial, iton and steel products, elec- 
develop mutual trade relations. They: trical goods,. hand-tools, automobile; 
preset ses a werd ' rome, eens machinery, sewing 
co-operation tifying i -" machines and electrical items. 
ing poteaies er Wray fevowes Gre Cua + eee 2 One. Garnmer Sr init 
They will also their re-; : Greece could provide an atdvantageous 
spective members to : base for joint-ventures, owing to its 
feces Jn third countries, In addition,’ ‘position as a wember of the EEC, 
hey Wal seme COen cinee 8 Geren pan ange o Cony oF over- 
trade market coming quota restrictions and shorter 
missions, and help each other in mak- delivery time for supply of goods to 
ing beneficial business contacts. EEC countries of to any other part of 
Europe, Mr Singh said. ' 
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CPI, CPI-M TOLD TO EASE UP CRITICISM OF GANDHI 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 Apr 87 p 1 


[Text ] 
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CALCUTTA, April 11. 
)OTH the C? i and the CPM are 
reported to have got feelers 
from the Soviet Union as to 
whether they should not scale 
down their attacks against the 
Rajiv Gandhi administration in 


‘view of “various pressures” that 


Moscow feels are being put on the 
Prime Minister. 

Soviet diplomatic representatives 
are reportedly of the opinion that the 
Fairfax issue was an indication that 
western powers 


Mr Gandhi's administration. 

It is, however, as yet doubtful as to 
what exterit the Soviet feelers would be 
successful. , 


The CPM, on its part, has to be 


Since then, there has been a change 


in the situation. The Conjicss has 
suffered a number of electoral reverses 
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peared to be vanquished after the 1984 


polls, is now once again sitting up. 


on Mr Rajiv Gandhi. & 


The West Bengal chief minister, 
Jyoti Basu, when asked about the 


being included with it, he said. 

The party condemned Mr Gandhi's 
“vicious attacks on the left ia 
general and the communist 


SOUTH ASIA 
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SUPREME COURT PETITIONED IN GANDHI-SINGH CONTROVERSY 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 Apr 87 p 9 


[Text] 
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NEW DELHI, April 6. 


TS controversy over the Presi- 
dent's Ietter to the Prime Min- 
ister, which remained unsolved in 
Parliament, has reached the su- 
preme court for its final say. 

"Mr Ajit Singh, vice-president of the 
Lok Dal (A) and Mr Rashid Masood, 
both members of parliament, today 
filed a writ petition invoking Article 32 
of the constitution for a mandamus to 
the Prime Minister to “abide by” the 
provisions of Article 78 of the constitu- 


tion. 

Saying that the Prime Minister, Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi, is “violating” the con- 
Stitution with all the means at his 
command, the petitioners plead that 
the judges of the supreme court are 
bound by their oath to “protect” and 
“defend” the constitution, 

As the Prime Minister is enjoying a 


large majority in Parliament, the peti- . 


tioncrs belonging to the opposition, are 
not in a position to compel him to 
“follow” the constitution, says the 
petition. 

Having failed to receive any relief 
from the Parliament, the petitioners 
have approached the supreme court for 
the protection of the constitution, it 


says. 

Referring to Article 78 of the con- 
stitution, the petitioners say the Prime 
Minsiter is duty bound to com- 
municate to the President all decisions 
of the council of ministers relating to 
the administration of the affairs of the 
Union and proposals for legislation. 

Article 78 also enjoinsy upon the 
Prime Minister “to furnish such infor- 
mation relating to the administration 
of the — of the mer and 
proposa legislation as the Presi- 
dent may call for and if the President 
$0 requires. to submit for the consider- 
ation of the council of ministers any 
matter on which a decision has been 
taken by a minister but which has not 
been considered by the council”, said 
the petition. 


~ 
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The petition also refers to the Prime 
Minister's statement in the Lok Sabha 
that he and his ministers had been 
meeting the President 


con ek pein oi 
ment was President, 
Mr. Zail Singh, who in a Ictter ex-: 
pressed “distress” and added that while ! 
the Prime Minister accused the i 

tion of politicising the office of the 
President, it was a member of the 
ruling party who started this in April, 
1985. The concerned member was 
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REPORTAGE ON RELATIONS BETWEEN GANDHI, SINGH 


8 Apr Delhi Meeting 


Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Apr 87 p l 
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PRESIDENT SPEAKS AT NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT EVENTS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 6 Apr 87 p 4 
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ELECTION COMMISSIONER ON DATES OF LOK SABHA ELECTIONS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Apr 87 p 3 





[Text ] 

NEW DELHI, April 13 (UNI): By- Mucky rierm of the 60-member : 
clections for two of the three Lok Sabha Ssoes laaishasivo igeaity ual end 
seats will be held before the ninth ° z ovember 20. In the normal course?; 
gy reer tig oy ol ‘iii the elections should be held there: 
retary. io the Election Comminssion, : = me term me. the eT 
C.L. Rose said the Bhivani Lok Sabha ‘ Bh cot ‘ 
p Renae ion in Haryana would be held : The term of the 60-member Tripura 

ng with the general elections in the assembly will expire on February 8, 

state. A i on holding the. 1988. In both states, electoral rolls were 
Haryana rege ae ejections was ex- . being updated to enable eligible per- 
pected to be taken by the month-end. ‘sons to exercise their frasicies, 4 

There was no reason why the, big Sources said. + : 
election should | be postpone. he. Meanwhile, a university source said 
added. today sthat Dr Gandhi had written to 

The Pali seat in Rajasthan had fallen ew Dog ageing Dr M.D. Bengalee, 
vacant due to the demise of Congress ' he was “not a party” -to. the. 
(1) member; Mr Mool Chand Dag. : BUT ’s decision in waiving the short- : 
The vacancy will algo filled up. before. age in thé duration of training of pout 
the presidential elections. : graduate students. ; 

However, the by-election for the: - His letter followed a massive sent by. 
Sasaram (SC) seat in Bihar could not be: qd Bengalce to the chanccllor expresss- i 
held till the election petitions were ng ¢oncern at the involvement of Dr} 
dis of, he added. Gandhi and Dr Deshmukh in the: 

he seat had fallen vacant due to the: incident. 
demise of Mr Jagjivan Ram. 7 Dr Gandhi, in his letter. maintained ; 

Election Commission was aware of | ‘that he “did not participate in the 
its constitutional obligations to hoid ; ,fesolution of condonation” of the! 
ihe general elections for the live. -BUTR, and that it was Dr Deshraukh ‘ 

assemblies of Nagaland and Tripura, ; “who argued in favour of the waiver. < 
.according io Election’ Compeuission : 
sources. 
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HEDGE SUGGESTS FEDERATION OF OPPOSITION PARTIES 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 Apr 87 p l 


[Text ] 


then, perhaps the 


MADRAS, April 6. 


Federation of political rics. 
at the national ievcl was 
mooicd today by the Karnataka 


chief minister, Mr. Ramakrishna 


Hegde. as an alternative to the 
fuling Congress Party. 

. Asked at a news conference whether 
the Bharat Desam concept was still 
relevant, Mr Hegde said thé time had’ 
come for the opposition partics to 
consider at least to start with a feder-, 


‘ation. 


For instnace, he said. the left groups. 
the Janata Party. the Congress (S) the 
Telugu Desam. the National Con-; 
ference and other regional parties could 
federate into one organisation at the 
national level and chalk out common 
programmes and policirs. .! 

Asked avhether he would take the: 
initiative for it. he replied that thet 
Janata Party executive had recently: 
issucd a call for opposition unity. The: 
parts president would take the im’ 
itiative. to discuss the matter with the 
leaders of the other parties. 

He was not against. mergers or ad-' 


mission of any group into his party’ 
provided such groups believed in the 


Janata Party's idvologics. policies and. 


. Programmes and the Credentials of the' 


omng Of individuals wert alright. “Wei 
ave in the past admitted group and 
persons responsible for wrecking the” 


‘ party.” he said. adding that it was 


rhaps a blunder when the Janata, 
arty in 1977 agreed to allow people: 
associaicd with the emergency to join 

ot. ‘ ' 
The circumstances then. perhaps. 
made admission of such people a 
evitable, he said.” 1 fecl. if we had taken | 
a bold and high} principled stand 
anata Party would 


81 


have been different today”. Mr Hegde, | 
+ who was the gencral secretary of the. 
: party then. reshinisccd. 

Kerala and West Bengal were two. 


SOUTH ASIA 


, Shining examples of the relevance.of a' 


‘coalition today. and = even’ in: 
j Karnataka. three parties supported the ' 
_Janata during the first two ycars of its: 
rule. he said. | eng 
; ' Coalitions at state level 20 ycars ago, : 
r had creajed instability, but things ‘had 
,changed since” 2 @, 
r The scenario had completely 
‘Changed, quantitatively as’ also’ 
, qvalitatively and there 
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Asked about the Telugu Ganga project, 
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BENGAL LEADER CALLS FOR UNITY OF SECULAR PARTIES 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Apr 87 p 9 


[Text] 
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INDIA SOUTH ASIA 


‘ 


LOK DAL-A, TELUGU DESAM AGREE ON NEED TO COOPERATE 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 13 Apr 87 p 1l 





[Text] HYDERABAD, April 12.—The were also eld. with the. Janata 
Ajit Singh faction of the Lok Del Party. As the Bhara Janata 
and the fallng eee D in Andhta, Party hud declared it would at 
Evetesh, esam Party, ' alone, it was lh a ; 
today BAF gh y Bw he sald. He | | “at this. 
Ing a broad-based unsee front of stage” reveal witich the Lok. 
sphntice’ ta tao Beanieee Ole he: | “hors talks were steady, | 

rnative ’ J 
ports PTI. cnarae ”" held. 
In a joint statenent issued after ‘ Asked who would t lead 
x fie of ta'ks that the Lok front, Mr Sin ue 
Dal vice-president, Mr' Ajit Singh was not 
and genera! secretary. Ayes alternative to ‘the: "Congres 
manyam amy, 
genera sectetary, Mr to ik Today ad 
abu Naidu, it was sald such 4 oa inthe public eye", he, 
front was needed to “oprose the : 
anti- me policies of the Con- Mr Rama, particularly strese- 
ess nts_both the ed the need for ndn-Congress par 
entre and in the States”, =. men Se ome ML 0 Bh ge to & 
During a dinner meetin | £ ne toewens 
Lok Dal leaders had yesterday with be eh van seta e's teak fon 
the Chief Minister, Mr N. T. Rama rds their oe eee . 
Rao, he was requested by them to: ieee ed a flerences for a. can, 


take the initiative for the consoll-, 


dation of the nonCon forces. mon cause Me Rama Rao was quo- 
‘ted as ng. The talks would 

in the oy Then nt eald.. i tinue ene a ame Rao visits 
a ee tat statement to ‘Delhi on April 25 may visit. 
Singh said talks Haryana Mr Ait’ Singh sald. : 
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PAPERS REPORT DEVELOPMENTS IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


Crackdown on Fundamentalists 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 6 Apr 87 p 1 


[Article by M.J. Akbar] 


[Text] 


Jammu, April 5: Chief minister ' 
Far Abdullah has decided : 
that all the schools run by the ; 
fundamentalist organisation in . 
Jammu and Kashmir, the’ 
Jamaat-e-Islami, will be shut . 
down by the state government. . 
This major decision, which will : 
have a wide ranging impact, puts : 


‘into practice his belief that the ; 


war against fundamentalism did . 
not end with the National Con: | 
ference-Congress alliance’s vic. 
tory in the recent elections, but | 
in a sense, only began there. | 
- The Jamaat-e-Islami provided , 
the core around which the Mus- 
lim United Front conducted its | 
election campaign. The Jamaat, 
in this state, is independent and | 
not a wing of the All-India’ 
Jamaat-e-Isiami for the simple; 
reason that the Jamaat in Kash-! 
mir does not accept the acces-: 
sion of Kashmir with India. It 
has, instead, links with the 


jJamaat-e-Islami in Pakistan. 

The Jamaat was never very 
strong in Kashmir and when 
Sheikh Abdullah started the 
movement which culminated 
into the National Conference in 
1939, one of the fallovts was the 
near-elimination of the extreme 
Muslim organisations which pre- . 
ferred a relationship with the. 
Muslim League in pre- 
independence India rather than 
the Cengress led by Gandhi and 
Nehru. 

Influenced by both the Soviet 
revolution and the philosophy of 
the Indian freedom movement, 


ror 


Sheikh Abdullah made the 
National Conference a formal 
. ally of the Congress. His anti- 
feudal and secular politics won 
him overwhelming support in 
Kashmir, and while he oecame 
: known as “the lion of Kashmir,” 
‘the fundamentalists were 


; sneered at as the “bakra party” 


. or the party of goats. 
The revival of the Jamaat be- 


SOUTH ASIA 


gan in the 1972 elections when ° 


the Congress enabled it to win 
five seats in the Valley as a 


counter to the Sheikh (who was 


still being kept out of power). 
From that moment, the Jamaat 


has worked in the villages and. 


small towns of the Valley, ex- 
anding its influence particular- 
y through the network of 
schools, A whole generation, in 
other words, has grown see 
from an early age with fun- 
damentalists ideas. The decision 
to take over these schools will be 
a major blow against these fun- 
damentalists. 


In the recent elections, the 


Muslim United Front cam- 
paigned openly for secession, 
saying that a vote for the MUF 
was a vote for separation. It used 
the Quran Sharif on its banners, 
presones that religion was the 

is of “Kashmiriat,” and that 
this religious idemity of Kash- 


_miris could only be protected by | 
severing all links with Delhi. . 


Dr Farooq Abdullah, on the 


‘other hand, based his entire | 
' campaign on nationalism, secu- . 


iarism and of course the accord 





New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Apr 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


with Mr Rajiv Gandhi which he 
described as the foundation 
stone for a new era of develop- 
ment. He was bitter in his attack 
on the misuse of religion. 

The MUF candidates had, ina 
dramatic start to their cam- 
paign, appeared in public 
draped in shrouds saying, in 
other words, that they were. 
ready to die for their religion. 
Even as they whipped up senti- 
ment, the pressure on Dr Abdul- 
lah increased to use a bit of 
religion himself, but with his 
customary self-confidence 
(which some condemn as ob- 
stinacy) he would not budge. Till 
the last day his answer to the 
shrouds was that the MUF did 
not know what Farooq Abdullah 
would do to them—he would 
literally send them to their 
graves. 

Despite an increased vote, the 
MUF could get only four seats. 


_Its principal inspiration, the 
‘leader of the Jamaat-e-islami in 
Kashmir, Syed Ali Shah Gilani, 
has won, and sits in the Assem- 
bly. Dr Abdullah has already 
ordered a crackdown on the 
main rabble rousers, more than 
50 have been arrested and cases 
will be launched against them 
for anti-national behaviour. ‘ 


. Dr Farooq Abdullah's mission 
is straight: By the time of the 
next elections in 1993 (Kashmir 
has a six-year tefm) the popular- 
ity of the fundamentalists must 
be reduced to 1940 levels. This 
can only be done through de- 
velopment on the one hand, and 
uncompromising political action 
on the other. By 1993 he wants to 
reduce the MUF to what it once 
was—a party of “bakras” whose 
bleating was heard with nothing 
_more than a sneer. 


Antidefection Bill Passed 


Jammu, April 10—The State As- 
sembly today unanimously adopted the 
Anti-Defection Bill with the four 
member Muslim United Front group 
having walked out earlier at the consid- 
eration stage. 

_ The Bill introduced by Law Minis- 
ter Sheikh Mohammad Magqbool yes- 


terday seeks to amend the Jammu and’ 
‘Kashmir constitution and adds a new 


(seventh) Schedule to it. 


As Speaker Mirza Abdul Rashid | 


put the Bill to vote clause by clause af- 
ter a two-hour long debate, 58 members 
including the BJP and all four inde- ' 
pendents stood in their seats along 
tvith the ruling alliance members and ' 
there was none to oppose it. 


Earlier the MUF group staged the’ 


walkout to protes\. against rejection of 
their plea against the adoption cf the 
Bill as it curbed th: freedom of con- 
scious of legislators. 

‘ The Bill is likely to be passed by the 
Upper House tomorrow or on Monday 
and the anti-defecton law modelled on 
Central pattern is expected to come 
jnto force within the next few days. 

The Bill seeks to replace existing 
State law against defections. Defend- 
ing it, Revenue Minister P L Handoo 


described the measure as a “necessary 


evil” to curb a menace which could not 
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have been visualised by the framers of 
the State constitution which already 
provided for disqualification on certain 
other grounds. 

' The existing anti-defection law 
adopted eight years ago was based on 
an amendment in the Representation 
of People Act while the proposed re- 
placement is by way of a Constitution- 
al amendment. 

Some Opposition members ques- 


tioned the desirability of ousting judi- 


cial jurisdiction over the proposed new 
enactment. Mr Handoo peinted out 
that the judiciary enjoyed unlimited 
powers of review under its writ juris- 


‘diction which were not restricted by 


the Bill. 

A MUF member Syed Ali Shah 
Gillani claimed that legislation was 
motivated by undisclosed apprehen- 
sions of the ruling alliance leadership 
retarding a loyalty of their legislators. 
This was refuted by -the treasury 
ber -hes. 

A Congress member Abdul Iziz 
Zargar wanted some safeguards against 
possible tendency of party leadership 
towards acting in authoritarian man- 
ner in case legislators genuinely felt 
that the party was backing out of its 
electoral commitment. 
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INDIA SOUTH ASIA 


FINDINGS OF TIMES POLL ON RELIGION IN POLITICS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Apr 87 p l 


[Article by Dr N. Bhaskara Rao and S. Venkat Narayan] 


[Text] 

AS overwhelming ones of the Sikhs and others living outside! 
:Punjab disapprove of the use of gurdwaras for political purposes. | 
This is the major finding of a nationwide opinion poll commissioned ' 

a ‘The Times of India’ group of publications. 
The poll was conducted last fortnight by the Operations Research Group 
‘ (ORG). The ORG's ficld staff interviewed 2,243 carefully select’-d adults i in 42 

towns and cities, including 12 state capitals. 

Of tuem, 475 vere Sikhs, chosen at random from contees across the nation 
where they live dr la Brconge ot such as Vijayawada (AP). Coimbatore (Tamil 
Nadu), Raipur arid Indore (MP), Nagpur and Pune (Maharashtra), Jodhpur 
(Rajasthan), Kanpur and Meerut: -(U°), Ranchi and Jamshedpur (Bihar), and. 

Cuttack (Orissa). 

This is ibly the first time th:.1 a conscious effort has been made to find 
out how the mixing of religion with Politics i in Punjab is seen by Sikhs living 

, Outside the state. * 

The poil also reveals that two out of ev “y three Sikhs support the Punjab. 
chief minister, Mr S. S. Ba: wala’s public ms id os aun the misuse of the Akal 
Takht by the Sikh —_~ for political pu 
’ "Predictably enough, 93% of the non Sikhs ( (as against 90% of the Sikhs) 
interviewed are opposed to the use of religious places for po'itical purposes. In 
addition, three out of every four Hindus ahd Muslims contacted also applaud 
Mr Barnala’s refusal to yield to the pressure the Sikh priests have sought to put 
on him in the name of the Akal Takht, the seat of the, Sikh temporal authority 

















in Amritsar’s Golden Temple. 

—@ Do you approve ofthe use of religious places for political purpossi 
~ Yes —-__ (percentage) No 
is Sikhs Others ‘ Sikhs Others 

North ge. * 9 ; ie eee 

East 14 6 ‘j . 86 ‘ 94 i 

West 7 6 93 ag 
: South iT 7 89 93 
Wee eT oS Tie 





A significant finding of the poll is that only 20% of Sikhs and non-Sikhs in 
‘the north do not accept Mr Barnala's defiance of the Sikh priests. In the rest 
of India, however, every third Sikh and every fourth non-Sikh disapproves of 
Mr Barnala’s stand: : 

Q. Do you approve of the stand tuken by the Punjab chief minister, Mr 
Barnala, against the use.of Akal Takht for political purposes? ' 
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However, dissatisfaction dver the manner in ag the Union government 
has been a the Punjab problem appears to be ‘widesfread. While two- 
$ say they are, hot Happy with New Delhi's handling of the 
problem, every sccond non-Sikh says that he is not Satisfied with the Centre's 
Punjab policy either. 
Q. Are you satisfied with the Wiad 63 Union government is handling the 
Punjab issue? 














‘Yes icine ‘No Don't know 

| Sikhs Others Sikhs ‘ Others Sikhs Others 
North 23 ae ae 5 9 
Fast. il we Bee a. eB 
West ee SE eee panto 7 
South | 17 mo ee is 
Atinds: 2 : 37 °° 6° Me oi 


= § 





It is interesting to note that this is not much of an issue for non-Sikhs living 
in the ezst and the south. Also, every fourth Sikh and every fifth’non-Sikh in 
the cast has no opinion to offer on the subject: This only shows that the degree’ 
of concern depends on the proximity to the thedire of tension. 
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INDIA SOUTH ASIA 


BRIEFS 


AID FROM FRG--New Delhi, April 9. India will receive bilateral aid worth 

DM 652 millions (Rs. 458 crores) from the Federal Republic of Germany during 
1987, according to an agreement arrived at here today. The amount would 
include DM 395 millions for financial cooperation (soft loans on IDA terms), 
DM 39 millions for technical cooperation as grant as well as finance credits 
amounting to DM 163 millions. The aid also includes approximately DM 55 
millions for non-governmental organisations. The agreed minutes were signed 
here today following four days of talks between Indian and FRG officials. 

It was initialled by Dr. Willi Ehmann, Director for Asia in the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Mr. M.S. Mukherjee, Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Finance. The German aid will be utilised primarily to boost 
India's power supplies. The support in this sector, accounting for 40 per 
cent of the aid, will be for the extension of open cast coal mining in 
Ramagundam, the extension and conversion to a combined cycle of the Uran gas 
power station and the extension of the Neyveli project. About DM 20 millions 
or around 20 per cent of the total commitments, will go to finance poverty- 
related local cost projects. The aid will also be used to establish or 
expand four units at the IIT, Madras, and support industry and export 
institutions.--PTI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Apr 87 p 9] 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


COMMENTARY ON MURPHY TOUR, GULF ACTIVITIES 
NC160721 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0445 GMT 16 May 87 
[Commentary from the "Developments on the Fronts" feature] 


[Text] The Persian Gulf, one of the most sensitive and vital areas of the 
world, is witnessing an unprecedented escalation of political shuttling and 
activities. The picture is becoming clear now, when Kuwait is extending its 
hand to the superpowers in a groveling manner, pleading with the United 
States and the Soviet Union to maintain a direct presence in the Gulf, 
providing a direct route for aid to the Ba'thist regime; when the Arab 
League member states of the United Nations are sending their representatives 
to the United States to meet with Shultz, and Soviet deputy foreign ministers 
are visiting Baghdad to consolidate a support network for the war criminals; 
and when U.S. Special Envoy Richard Murphy is visiting the Persian Gulf 
states, Iraq in particular. 


Murphy, who is visiting the region to boost the morale of U.S. satellites in 
the area, arrived in Baghdad after visiting some Arab leaders. The U.S. 
decision to hoist its flag on Kuwaiti vessels and this visit are indications 
of the sensitivity of this area. U.S. leaders wish to convey, through 
various political overtures, their desire to increase aid to the Iraqi war 
machinery. They should understand that the Iranian nation is standing firm 
and steadfast, and the achievements of the illustrious offspring of our land 
have proven--in the Karabala'-5 operations and the shattering of the western 
Shalamcheh stronghold, allegedly made invincible by the Eastern and Western 
experts--that they have seen only a fraction of the Muslim Lranian nation's 
strength and potential. 


We ask them: Will your aid to Iraq grow? Have you economized to date on 
your military, economic, and intelligence aid? Obviously you have not, and 
you should know that the valiant ones of this land and sea who have con- 
quered the bastions east of Basra will triumph over the citadels of the 
Iraqi tyrants. Our combatants will thus deliver Iran and Iraq from the 
scourge of this seed of corruption, as surmounting your barricades will 
require only a few hours of effort by the monotheistic forces’ invincible 
fighters. 
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After his meeting with the Baghdad rulers, the U.S. special envoy announced 
that the United States and Baghdad share common goals fer the Persian Gulf 
region. These utterances epitomize U.S. policy in this region for the past 
few years. U.S. satellites, U.S. AWACS given to Saudi Arabia, and financial 
y xsources donated by the shaykhs of the region to the Ba'thist Party on the 
orders of the United States are only some of the assistance provided by the 
United States to protect the Ba'thist Party and Saddam himself. 


With the Islamic combatants in the vicinity of the second biggest Iraqi city, 
the highways of northern Iraq in peril, and some northern Iraqi cities, 

near Al-Sulaymaniyah, under direct supervision and control of Islamic forces, 
the United States feels more endangered than ever before. Against this back- 
drop, while the McFarlane controversy rages in the U.S. Congress and the 
country's foreign policy is under fire, U.S. authorities consider Murphy's 
visit imperative, although Arab leaders of the Persian Gulf know that his 
promises cannot be relied upon completely. 


It seems that the superpowers and their allies do not yet realize that this 
revolution did not materialize as a result of a coup d'etat or a political 
movement but is, in fact, the fruition of the resolve and espirations of a 
nation which will stand firm until the end to attain its sacred objectives. 
Hence, neither the United States nor the Soviet Union--no power--will ever 
be able to subjugate this nation. Our fronts are strong evidence of this. 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


TEHRAN CITES ETTELA‘AT ON U.S. 'VULNERABILITY' 
LD161425 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1200 GMT 16 May 87 


[From the Press Review] 


[Excerpts] The "Note of the Day" in ETTELA'AT daily is entitled "Vulnerability 
of the U.S. Interests" today. it is about Murphy's tour of the region and 
Saddam's recent misdeeds, which you will hear about. 


Recent attacks by the Iraqi regime against Esfahan and Tabriz economic 
installations within a few days of Murphy's visit to Baghdad left no doubts 
or misgivings for the Government and the Muslim people of Iran that the real 
player behind the acts by the Iraqi regime is U.S. officialdom. Should 
attacks by the Iraqi regime against Iran's economic installations continue, 
they will be assisted as in the past by U.S. satellite data. 


Once again, the Muslim nation of Iran clearly sees the hand of the arch- 
satan at work and behind these war-related events. It seems that the true 
objective of the Iraqi regime's fresh act was to overshadow remarkable 
successes gained by Iran in the battlefields and also to tarnish the force- 
ful approach by Iran vis-a-vis Persian Gulf developments. 


Furthermore, by resorting to such methods, the Iraqi regime is trying to 
realize its false assumptions and cast doubts in the minds of the public 
about continuation of the war by spreading insecurity in cities and economic 
centers. Actions of this sort will undoubtedly harden the resolve of our 
nation to topple Saddam and, God willing, as in the past, the enemy will 
provoke good deeds, and revenge battalions will again flood the 1,300- 
kilometer war borders. 


However, the United States must realize too that the Muslim nation of Iran 
will not leave unanswered such machinations of Washington. We will respond 
to the U.S. plots in the waters of the Persian Gulf and other parts of the 
world. Undoubtedly, the U.S. interests and citizens throughout the world 
are paintully exposed, and despite empty talk by Mr Murphy, the waters of 
the Persian Gulf are suitable graves for the U.S. vessels or those of Kuwait 
under the flag of the United States. Mr Reagan is well aware that conditions 
which dragged him into begging cap-in-hand to reestablish links with Iran 
still exist. Therefore, we suggest to the officials in the Dark House to 
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leave misdeeds alone and not allow themselves to be forced into paying tributes 
to the Islamic Republic of Iran, hoping to solve their own problems and thus 
begin another Irangate episode. 


As for domestic activities, it is suitable to pay more attention, once again, 
to the question of constructing more shelters. This important matter was 
clearly a must at the early days of the war; but now that it has begun, one 
must not forget to pursue it since this important issue does not relate 
solely to the Iraqi intrusions. The nature and trend of the revolution 
necessitates such actions. We must move in such a manner when dealing with 
domestic defensive activities so that the world can acknowledge the fact 
that, despite so much failure by the global arrogance and their despondency 
in confrontations with the Islamic Revolution, in the words of His Excellency 
the Imam [Khomeyni], may Allah extend his shadow over all, “it is just the 
beginning of the matter." We have prepared ourselves for the destruction and 
death for subservients such as Saddam and lackeys such as Israel. We are 
standing tall and resolute by our firmly founded principles. 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


UN AMBASSADOR CRITICIZES SECURITY COUNCIL 
LD161958 Tehran IRNA in English 1830 GMT 16 May 87 


[Text] Washington, May 16, IRNA--Seyyed Rajaie-Khorasani, Iran's ambassador 
to the United Nations, blasted the Security Council Friday for failing to 
condemn Iraq for its continued use of chemical weapons against Iranian 
forces and civilian population, as documented in the report of the secretary 
general's team of experts dispatched to Iran and iraq to investigate the 
matter. 


Speaking at a press conference at the United Nations, New York headquarters, 
Rajaie charged that the Security Council, by deliberately avoiding condemna- 
tion of Iraq or at least calling for a "meaningful" measure to prevent further 
use of chemical weapons by the criminal regime, was in turn condoning such 
open violations of the Geneva Protocol of 1925. 


By doing so, he said, the Security Council in fact ignored the report of the 
secretary general's mission and the accompanying note by himself which, upon 
confirming repeated use of chemical weapons by the Iraqis, recommended that 
"only concerted efforts at the political level can be effective in ensuring 
that all the signatories of the Geneva Protocol of 1925 abide by their 
obligations." 


Rajaie said the council could have at least warned the Iraqis of further 
serious actions if they do not abide by the provisions of the 1925 protocol, 
or even call on them to renew their commitment to the protocol, as the 
secretary general has done "more than once," or simply ask member states of 
the United Nations to avoid supplying the Iraqis with the components of the 
cheuical weapons. 


They failed to do either, he said, thus creating a "very embarrassing situa- 
tion" not only for the Security Council but also for the international body 
as a whole. 


Rajaie also praised members of the United Nations’ mission and the secretary 
general for their “sincere and constructive" recommendations to ensure 
abidance to the Geneva Protocol. 
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In response [words indistinct] question, Rajaie also warned that with such 
attitude on the part of the Security Council, Iran "might be forced to 
retaliate" future Iraqi use of chemical arms. 


"We just don't want to be involved in this criminal exercise," he said, "but 
if we are left alone and the international body is not going to take any 
serious action in this respect, then we may have no other choice than 
resorting to retaliation." 


Rajaie also lashed out at the Security Council for again referring to 
Resolution 582 calling for settlement of the Iraqi imposed war based on 
what they claim to be "justice and honor." 


"I wonder if the members of the Security Council are first prepared to con- 
sider whether that resolution can be a basis for justice and honor at all," 
he said. 


The Iranian representative also condemned joint Arab League and Washington 
effort in exploiting the Security Council to pass a resolution calling for 
an immediate end to the war and threatening to use force against [words 
indistinct] going to abide by it. 


"This simply means that the U.S. is going to mobilize its forces and to 
exploit also the Security Council, in order to make it international looking, 
and then by resort to force or economic leverages or other devices usually 
available to the superpowers against us bully us into negotations with 
Saddam," he said. 


"So, any effort by the Security Council is indeed an attempt to save Saddam 
Hoseyn," said Rajaie. "We just don't know why a criminal regime should have 
so much support from the international body." 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


UN RESOLUTION ON CHEMICAL WARFARE VIEWED 
NC170900 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0445 GMT 17 May 27 
[Commentary from the "Developments on the Fronts" feature] 


[Excerpts] After 4 years of Iraq's using chemical weapons, resulting in the 
martyrdom and injury of a great number of our military personnel and civilian 
population, the UN Security Council has finally broken its prolonged silence 
concerning this crime by the Ba'th Party, issuing a statement denouncing the 
Iraqi regime. This statement, based on a report prepared by a UN team 
probing the use of chemical weapons in the Iran-Iraq war, who had traveled 
to this region, noted three basic aspects of this crime: Repeated and 
extensive use of chemical weapons by the Baghdad regime; expanded use of 
chemical warfare against military and civilian Iranians; and the dreadful 
dimensions of the Ba'thists' crimes, which have horrified members of the 
Security Council and will evoke warked though varied reactions at the inter- 
national level. 


Those seeking facts can use this report to assess the policies of the 
Ba'thist regime, contrasting them with those of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
vis-a-vis principles of humanitarianism and international norms. But no 
doubt those regimes which have kept silent about Saddam's crimes to date, 
sparing no effort to protect him and the Ba'th Party, will take umbrage at 
the statement, even experiencing fear. The Islamic Republic of Iran's 
stance toward these countries has been explained by the first deputy 
minister of our country's Foreign Ministry [Ali Mohammad Besharati Jahromi]. 


[Begin Besharati recording] In this 20th century, when the world's feelings 
and sensibilities are buffeted by the mechanization of daily life and all the 
superpowers’ energies are devoted to manufacturing and stockpiling antihuman 
armaments, robbing human beings of peaceful slumber, those responsible have 
blocked these crimes and their effects from their minds, seemingly becoming 
uncaring and insensitive. They do not bat an eye, unable to feel about the 
arms they have put at Saddam's disposal. They have encouraged Saddam to 
commit these crimes, so when they hear casualty figures they rejoice at the 
effectiveness of their weapons. Such is the extreme degeneration of 20th 
century civilization. [end recording] 








The adoption of the UN Security Council resolution denouncing Iraq for 
violating the 1925 Geneva Protocol and affirming that Saddam has not abided 
[words indistinct] the fundamental norms of humanitarianism will be an acid 
test for those countries which profess their human values and humanistic 
policies and those which adopt political slogans and take certain stands. 
Will they support these policies with action, standing firm when the need 
for such action arises? 


In addicion, this statement, which represents the official UN position in 
condemning Iraq and is a first step toward recognizing the Iraqis as war 
criminals, wiil be instrumental in unmasking those countries which continue 
to support this criminal clique. Today, with the dissemination of the 
Security Council's decision, there is no room for further justification, and 
no individual or government can, on any pretext, seek to arm the Ba'th Party 
without such an act being seen as an overt act of collusion with the rulers 
of Baghdad. Thus, those countries which have been aiding and abetting 
Saddam should clearly state their position. They should either sever their 
ties with this criminal regime and leave it to its fate or link their own 
destiny with Saddam's imminent lot, preparing themselves for their own fall 
from power. 


[Begin Besharati recording] The Iraqi regime is not alone in perpetrating 
crimes against our country. The Soviet Union, the United States, France, 
all those who have given them financial assistance, who have supported them 
in any way, placing at their disposal sophisticated weapons they have manu- 
factured for the annihilation of innocent people, they are all guilty. The 
consequences of these crimes are clear for the Baghdad regime. Our people 
will not accept any of their attempts at justification; even if they claim 
that we have ties or an agreement with them or the West. To have ties is 
one thing, but military agreements are another. Supplying lethal weapons 
for attacks on cities cannot be condoned in any context or on any basis of 
religion or ideology. They are accomplices to the crime, and our people 
fully comprehend this. One day, God willing, the criminals who have armed 
Saddam's regime will be called to account. They will realize that their 
deeds will have certain consequences for them as well, directly bearing on 
future relations with us. [end recording] 


The UN Security Council's statement and the startling report by the UN team 
have revealed the horrifying dimensions of the Iraqi regime's use of chemical 
weapons, once again confirming the legitimacy of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran's stand on the imposed war and justifying our country's cry of "War, 

war until final victory.” The world should know that today it is the 

Islamic combatants who will have the last word on this war, responding 
appropriately on the fronts to the Ba'thist party's crimes. 


[Begin Besharati recording] Our foreign policy and our principled political 
activity are both coordinated with military activity. Political relations 
and military efforts are the two tracks on which the locomotive [preceding 
word in English] of our administration runs. The two should be closely 
aligned and complementary. Military activity without political effort 
cannot yield optimum results, while military efforts without political works 
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are inadequate. In this regard, we concur with our combatants’ cry of "War, 
war until victory," and we repeat it. They say we shall fight until Saddam 
is toppled, and they continue to fight. We coordinate our policies within a 
political framework, through visits of and invitations to political delega- 
tions, and we believe the war will continue until we fulfill the aspirations 
of the martyr-nurturing nation, until Saddam and the Ba'th Party are toppled. 


Some are not happy with this state of affairs and may continue to support 
Saddam against Iran. But we assure our compatriots that Saddam's supporters 
are no stronger than the shah's supporters, nor is Saddam stronger than the 
shah. When Imam Khomeyni said the shah must go, the East and West supported 
the shah. In those days we had only our bare hands. Now we have the govern- 
ment, the power, the Army, the Corps, the people's forces, and the martyr- 
nurturing nation. Above all, we have sanguinary experience which will 
enable us to destroy the greatest nonnuclear army of the world easily with 
only our fists. Regardless of any support offered Saddam, from the Soviet 
Union, France, or reactionary countries, it is our duty to fight Saddam. 

He is the enemy of God, the people of the world, and the people of Iran and 
Iraq. We need only discharge our duties, and our victory will be complete. 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


FRENCH ARTICLE REPORTS PERSISTING POWER STRUGGLE 
Paris LE MONDE in French 8 Apr 87 p 3 


[Article by Jean Gueyras: "‘Irangate' and the Struggle for Power in Tehran; 
The Disappointments of Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani") 


[Text] The fallout from the “Irangate scandal" and the Montazeri case has 
sharply aggravated the implacable internecine struggle for power which has, 
for the past several years, set the disparate factions of the Iranian clergy 
at each other's throats in anticipation of what they perceive as the imminent 
demise of Imam Khomeyni who, last July, delivered himself of a stern warning 
to his country's leadership, ordering them to keep their petty quarrels to 
themselves, returned to the attack on two occasions in mid-March to exhort 
them to show a little more restraint so as to “avoid endangering the nation's 
unity. 


In Khomeyni's view, though, “power struggle" is a concept alien to the Islamic 
Republic--the fruit cf the fertile imaginations of foreign journalists who 
have run out of sensational stories. “Even so," he said on the anniversary 
of Imam ‘Ali's birthday, that “Even should we live to see the day--and may 
God spare us that misfortune--when such an eventuality could threaten our 
country, it will be our religious duty to prevent, by any and all available 
means, the emergeace of such a situation, even though so doing may force us _ 
to denounce or to sacrifice one person, or even a group of persons.” 


That cryptic and menacing phrase, uttered among a flood of warring religious 
opinions on the need for unity, plunged leading quarters in Tehran into an 
abyss of perplexity. Some observers saw it as a thinly disguised warning 
to Ayatollah Montazeri, the Imam's heir-apparent who, despite his quasi- 
disgrace as of about 6 months: ago and the pressures brought to bear on those 
close to him, remains the moral force that drives those who hope to turn the 
Tehran regime into a socialist and populist government, “frankly anti- 
American and anti-imperialist." 


For his part, the Imam's designated successor has let it be known that those 
who were the targets of the Imam's sibylline remarks were the very ones who 
were doing their best, by fabricating “false records,” to bring their enemies 
down. 
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"When you dig a pit for your brother to fall into," he said, “you are in 
danger of falling into that pit yourself." Astute observers recognized in 
this ancient adage a clear allusion to the all-powerful presiding officer 
[speaker] of the Iranian parliament (Majlis), Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjani and 
his friends, including Prime Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi, who has sided from 
the start of the Irangate scandal with the president of parliament and the 
redoubtable Hojjat ol-Eslam Reyshahri who heads the intelligence ministry. 


Reyshahri has just announced new and grave charges against Mehdi Hashemi, 
brother of the heir-apparent's son-in-law, who, until he was arrested in 
mid-October 1986, held the key position of the head of the Pasdaran (guardians 
of the Revolution) section, whose mission was to supervise action on behalf of 
Islamic movements all over the world. He is now charged with having murdered 
three of his political opponents in his native village of Qahrizjan. The 

more pessimistic observers say that, given these conditions, Mehdi Hashemi's 
execution--with or without a show-trial--is not far off. 


It is clear now that the systematic campaign of slander mounted by the 

Hashemi brothers and their friends was aimed at their mentor, the Ayatollah 
Montazeri. The object of the operation was to isolate him politically setting 
him up as a figurehead stripped of any real power. To that end, he was spared 
no humiliation: His daughter and his son-in-law, Hadi Hashemi, who managed 
his office in Qom, were confined to house arrest in Mashhad, and his son 
Mohammad was banished from Qonm. 


His private office was taken over by Ahmad Khomeyni, son of the Imam, and by 
Ayatollah Meshkini, son-in-law of the Information Minister. The theological 
seminaries the Imam's successor-designate had founded were “purged” and placed 
under the control of the Qom League of Theologians, a conservative religious 
organization fundamentally opposed to the heir-apparent's innovative reforms. 


Even with that, Montazeri's woes were not enough to please Rafsanjani. 
Rafsanjani, who had been,at the time of the semidisgrace of the Imam's heir, 
the one who profited most by the situation, saw his star fading in the wake 

of the "Irangate" scandal despite all the Imam's numerous speeches against 
those who saw the operation as a move toward a political opening in the 
direction of the United States. The campaigns against the president of the 
Majlis, secretly encouraged by Montazeri's entourage, were providentially 
resupplied with ammunition by the flood of revelations in the United States and 
elsewhere about the real aims of the "Irangate” operation. 


A Problem Child 


These revelations, broadcast in Persian by foreign radio stations, little by 
little made mincemeat of the official argument as posited by Rafsanjani, 
which can be summed up as follows: 


"They contacted us to help free their people held as hostages and we took 


advantage of that fact to try to buy some arms. There was never the slightest 
attempt to reach a political understanding with the Great Satan." 
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Publication last February in the United States of the Tower Commission 

report was a body blow to the credibility of that argument, and to the 
personal prestige of the speaker of parliament by letting it be known that 
the purpose of "Irangate" initially was to lay the groundwork for relatioas 
in the post-Khomeyni era, and it was only when talks were under way that they 
somehow shifted into a set of arms sales in exchange for rescue of the 
hostages. 


The Tower report also revealed that one of Rafsanjani's relatives had taken 
part in those transactions--along with Iranian businessman Manuchehr 
Qorbanifar, a former agent for the Shah who had defected to the ayatollahs-—- 
and in secret negotiations held in August, September, and October in London, 
Brussels, Frankfurt, and Washington, with members of the National Security 
Council and CIA officials. 


In Tehran it had been known for some time that the "relative" in question was 
the oldest son of the presidenc of the Majlis, Mohsen, aged 25, then living in 
Brussels as a student. 


The trials and tribulations of the younger Mohsen, who used the pseudonym of 
Mehdi Bahremani in the course of his numerous changes of residence, read like 
something out of a James Bond saga. They even ended up creating a puzzle for 
revolutionary circles in Tehran which called him to Iran to interrogate him 
on certzin aspects of his activities in the wake of insistent rumors which 
said he had received large amounts of money from the Americans. On 

15 November, about 10 days after the official revelation of Mr McFarlane's 
trip t» Tehran, the younger Mohsen disappeared from his Brussels residence 
without leaving a forwarding address. 


It is no: clear if he was fleeing Colonel North's men, who apparently wanted 
to abdu-t him to force the Iranians to keep their commitments. All that is 
known is that young Rafsanjani resurfaced in Toronto, Canada, in December, 
and then in Santa Monica, California, where, on 26 January, he admitted, 
during a hastily-called, impromptu press conference in the lobby of the 
Miramar Sheraton (reported by the Los Angeles TIMES on 28 February) that he 
had been given 6 million dollars by Colonel North as “a kind of commission" 
for the arms deals, and that he had returned to the United States to return 
5 million dollars to the American government. 


Rafsanjani is not generally beloved in the various services and offices of the 
state, and one of his telephone conversations with his son--while the latter 
was in Canada--was particularly damaging, since it advised him not to go back 
to Tehran "where he would be in grave danger’; it was recorded on cassette and 
distributed discreetly in politico-religious circles in Tehran. That issue 
heated up again around mid-February when the deputy from the city of 

Noshahr, with close ties to Ayatollah Montazeri was given a going-over by the 
guards at the parliament, who had caught him passing out the "explosive" 
cassette on the grounds of the Majlis. 


Another factor that helped weaken Rafsanjani's political status was the 
cover-up of the military attack on Basrah. For 5 months, the speaker of the 
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Majlis had behaved as if he were actually the commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces, spending hours on end at army GHQ and with the Pasdaran stationed at 
Ahvaz and Tehran. He personally supervised the advance of the Karbala-V 
offensive, which ended without the glorious military victory so often 
promised. The speaker of the Majlis, who is also the representative of the 
Imam before the Supreme Defense Council, was apparently counting on that 
victory to regild the record so badly tarnished by “Irangate." 


Challenge From the Religious Right 


Paradoxically, Rafsanjani is not only challenged by the radicals around 
Montazeri: He is also threatened by the conservative clergy, clustered 

around the traditional religious right, which logically ought to be rejoicing 
at the attempt at reconciliation with the United States. That did not happen, 
since the traditionalists' main concern was the more and more pervasive 
position occupied by Rafsanjani, whose political and religious qualifications 
to be head of state they question. 


This is how it came to pass that Deputy Zavahori, who is also editor-in-chief 
of RESSALAT, lashed out on 2 March at the “political gang" that has “taken 
over radio and television" and "is in the process of turning the media into 
an instrument for personal propaganda in advance of the third parliamentary 
elections." Everybody saw that statement as a concerted attack on the 
speaker of the Majlis, whose brother, Mohammad, is still aanging on, come 
hell or high water, as top man in that agency despite his notorious 
incompetence. 


The campaign for presidential and parliamentary elections, which will probably 
be held in the first 3 months of 1988, seems to be in full cry even this 

early on, and bids fair to be hotly contested. President Khamene'i, who also 
heads the Islamic Republican Party, and who is barred by law from running 

for a third term, announced at a special plenary session of the IRP in mid- 
March that he would devote himself entirely to reorganizing a "party that has 
all but ceased to exist." 


He also launched a stinging diatribe at Prime Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi for 
his “catastrophic economic management, which is well on the way to ruining 
the country." Musavi immediately offered his resignation to Imam Khomeyni, 
who refused to accept it, underscoring the point that he had "done the 
country remarkable service," and that his detractors could be motivated only 
by the "forces of Satan." 


Despite all his pleas for unity and moderation which the Imam issues at 
regular intervals, the odds are heavy that the electoral climate that has 
taken hold in Tehran will inevitably exacerbate the struggle for power which 
the Guide [as published] of the Revolution is doing his level best, in vain, 
to exorcise. 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


MUSAVI CRITICIZES EXPULSION OF DIPLOMATS 
LD151639 Tehran IRNA in English 1444 GMT 15 May 87 


[Text] Tehran, May 15 IRNA--Prime Minister Hoseyn Musavi said here Thursday 
that plots hatched by the global arrogance against the Islamic Republic in 
the Persian Gulf are unsble to make the Iranian people back away from their 
firm determination to continue the war until final victory. 





The prime minister made the remark in his speech to a multitude of people at 
a mosque in south Tehran on the occasion of the birth anniversary of Imam 
Hassan (AS), the second imam of the household of Prophet Mohammad (SAW). 


Premier Musavi said that both the East and West and reactionary governments 
are afraid of the Islamic Revolution and its ever increasing spread among 
Islamic countries and this is why the Tunisian and Egyptian regimes expelled 
Iranian diplomats from their countries. 


The Cairo and Tunis Governments are unaware that the message of the Islamic 
Revolution has already been conveyed to the Egyptian and Tunisian Muslim 
nations and they cannot prevent their peoples from following Islam, the 
premier noted. 


Musavi said that pressures of the superpowers and their encouragement of the 
Iraqi regime to attack residential areas or make the Persian Gulf insecure 
in order to cease Iranian oil exports are unable to prevent the Iranian 
people from treading on their path. 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


IRAN CONDEMNS ‘ZIONIST' ‘OCCUPATION OF PALESTINE' 
LD162205 Tehran IRNA in English 1550 GMT 16 May 87 


[Text] Tehran, May 16, IRNA--All-out support of the global arrogance for the 
Zionist regime as well as its efforts to legitimize the Zionists' existence 
in the international arena were categorically condemned by Iranian Foreign 
Ministry here today. 


In a statement issued in the wake of May 15, the anniversary of the occupa- 
tion of Palestine by the Zionists, the ministry said that aggression, crimes, 
massacres of women and children, detention and torture of the Muslims as 
well as trampling of the Palestinians’ rights were enshrined by the Zionists 


on the very day in 1948. 


The most effective elements in the creation and ensuring the stability of 
the Zionist regime in the Holy Land of Palestine are the sold out heads of 
certain regicnal states, said the ministry, noting that defeats of the 
Arab world before the Zionists stemmed from treason of the so-called Muslim 
rulers of these countries rather than the power of the occupying regime of 
al-Quds [Jerusalem]. 
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IRAN SOUTH ASIA 


ARTICLE EXAMINES EXPORTS TO, FROM UNITED KINGDOM 
Tehran RESALAT in Persian 25 Jan 87 p 1l 


[Text] London--IRNA; Following the reduction in the price of oil and encounr- 
aging the export of other non-oil goods, the volume of non-oil products exported 
by Iran to the United Kingdom has had an appreciable increase. 


At the same time, the volume of export by the United Kingdom to Iran has shown 
a decrease while the trade equilibrium between the two countries, with a wide 
margin, favors Great Britain. 


According to the latest statistics published by the Ministry of Trade and In- 

dustries of the Great Britain, the export of non-oil products from Iran to the 
United Kingdom during the first ten months of 1986 in comparison to the whole 

year of 1985, has had a 17 percent increase which translates to 42.44 million 

pounds. 


Agricultural products including various vegetables, fruits and honey and other 
items such as carpets, power generating machinery and transportation equipment 
were among the principal non-oil items exported to the Great Britain by Iran. 


The export of agricuitural products from 3.5 million pounds in all of 1985 
reached the figure of 4.5 million pounds for the first ten months of 1986 of 
which the main reason was the export of honey. In 1985, honey was not included 
in the list of export items to the Great Britain, however during a 10 months 
period in 1986, United Kingdom imported the equivalent of 1.6: 1lion pounds 
of the aforementioned product. 


During the months of summer, Iranian pomegranates, melons and water-melons were 
available for sale in many small supermarkets and other fruit-vending stores of 
London. Right now, various fresh vegetables are transported by plane from Tehran 
foz London's markets. 


During the period in question, in comparison to 1985, the export of Iranian car- 
pets nearly doubled--from 3.7 million pounds to 6.3 million pounds. 


Based on the statistics of the Ministry of Trade and Industries of the Great 
Britain, that country imported from Iran an equivalent of 25 million pounds of 
machinery and other power generating equipment during the period in question. 
This figure shows an increase of 1.1 million pounds over the year 1985. Like- 
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wise, the import of vehicular equipment from Iran was quite noteworthy. During 
the first ten months of 1986 an equivalent sum of 2.3 million pounds of such 
equipment was exported to the United Kingdom, while in 1985 this figure stood 
at 950,000 pounds alone. 


But at the same time, according to the aforementioned statistics, the sale of 
minerals to the Great Britain was considerably decreased. During the 10-month 
period of 1986 only an equivalent of 0.5 million pounds of minerals were ex- 
ported to the United Kingdom, whereas in 1985 this figure had reached close to 
one million pounds. 


Along with the increase in the export of non-oil products from Iran, the sale 
of oil to the Great Britain was also considerably increased. Despite the sharp 
reduction of oil price in 1986, the equivalent value of Iranian oil exports rose 
from 27 million pounds in 1985 to 43 million pounds during the ten months period 
of last year[1986]. 


The total export of oil and non-oil products from Iran until the end of last 
November was equivalent to 85.34 million pounds which showed a'35 percent in- 
crease over the year 1985. 


It should be noted that for the purpose of enhancing the level of non-oil ex- 
ports, the Islamic Republic has, from the beginning of the current year made 
serious efforts through rectification of the regulations and encounraging of the 
exporters, and it is expected that the sale of such items to the Great Britain 
has hai an increase during the last two months of 1986. 


On the other hand, the export of goods from the United Kingdom to Iran took a 
reversal; for instance, during the 10-month period, Great Britain exported an 
equivalent of 345 million pounds of merchandise to Iran, whereas in comparison 
to the 525 million pounds worth of export during 1985 shows a relative decrease. 


However, according to the statistics, during the first 10-month of 1986 the 
ratio of Iranian exports to the United Kingdom was more than one to six. 


Despite a decrease of 100 million pounds in export sale, industrial equipment 
and machinery export with an equivalent value of 216.4 million pounds, formed 
the principal export list of the Great Britain to Iran during the 10-month pe- 
riod of 1986. The main cause for a decrease in the volume of export from the 
United Kingdom is attributed to a reduction of the sale of vehicular spare parts, 
since the equivalent of 99 million pounds of export in 1985 decreased to 47.4 
million pounds during the 10-month period in 1986. 
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TRAN SOUTH ASIA 


PRODUCTION LEVEL, EXPORT OF VARIOUS MINERALS ANNOUNCED 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Feb 87 p 17 


[Text] Economic Service--In an interview with the correspondents of the mass 
media, an increase in the production level and export of various minerals, pre- 
paration and execution of new self-sufficient mining projects, training of the 
ertinent personnel and exemption from obtaining the required permit for the 
export of certain items were discussed by the minister of mines and metals. 


According to the economic correspondent of KEYHAN, engineer Ayct=llahi, min- 
ister of mines and metals in this interview also talked about the investment 
procedures for the private sector and cooperatives in the exploitation of mines, 
increase of the free-access regions for mining exploration, issuance of the prin- 
cipal agreements, utilization and exploitation permit. 


Primarily, engineer Ayatollahi, minister of mines and metals stated: During 

a nine months period in 1365 [21 March 1986 - 20 March 1987], the Supreme Coun- 
cil of Mines examined 401 dossiers and issued 56 utilization permits and 64 
exploitation and sale agreements for various minerals. 


In this regard, the private cooperative sectors demonstrated a warm welcome to- 
ward investing in mining, exploration and exploitation. Likewise, we will short- 
ly announce the free-access regions for mining explorations and utilization in 
the coming year. 


The minister of mines and metals further stated: According to the available 
statistics in 1364 [21 March 1985 - 20 March 1986] from the 778 active mines 
with a total of 57,850 employes , more than 35 varieties of minerals with a 
total weight of 49.6 million tons were exploited. The exploited minerals in- 
cluded concentrates of lead with a total weight of 31,600 tons, concentrates 
of zinc with a total weight of 131,800 tons, concentrates of copper 144,600 
tons, and that of molybdenum 1,024 tons. In comparison, in 1363 [21 March 1984- 
20 March 1985] for the exp’oitation of the same number of mineral varieties 
56,367 people were employed and about 42.6 million tons of minerals such as 
lead and zinc with a total weight of 161,100 tons, copper 148,000 tons and that 
of molybdenum 524,000 tons were exploited. 


As regards the export activities of the aforementioned ministry, the minister 


of mines and metals said: In the current year with the approval of the cabinet 
and that of the Supreme Council for the Export of Non-oil Products, 20 non- 
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metallic minerals were exempted from obtaining export permit. However, the 
aforesaid ministry exported various nuggets and other metallic and non-metallic 
minerals, which in a 10-month period in 1365, in comparison to the similar pe- 
riod in 1364 showed a decrease of 10.5 percent in weight while at the same time 
there was 28.4 percent increase in value. 


In 1364 a total of 231,536 tons of minerals with a value of 61.2 million dollars 
were exported, whereas in 1365 the available statistics for the similar 33 items 
with a total weight of 197,207 tons reached 78.6 million dollars. Most of the 
export of minerals included concentrates of copper and zinc, with a total weight 
of 91,713 tons and a value of 17.9 million dollars, other varieties of copper 
with a total weight of 36,898 tons with a value of 49 million dollars, various 
decorative stones with a total weight of 26.9 tons and a value of 2.8 million 
dollars, chromite with a total weight of 30,500 tons and a value of 5.5 million 
dollars. 


As regards the principal agreements, he said: Until now about 11 principal agree- 
ments have been issued by the aforementioned ministry. Of the above, two impor- 
tant projects include the Asbestos [Fire-proof] Manufacturing Plant in the Pro- 
vince of Yazd with a capacity of 50,000 tons with an initial investment of 4.3 
billion rials and an annual saving of 25 millicn dollars in foreign exchange; 

the second such project include a project for producing sulfide of sodium in 

the Province of Semnan with an annual capacity of 20,000 tons and an initial 
investment of 1.2 billion rials and an annual saving of seven million dollars 

in foreign exchange. 





Similarly, during the same period we have put several other projects into opera- 
tion with a view to increasing production and eliminating the import of some 
items which are needed by our industries--such projects include: The expansion 
project of Amin-Abad‘s Asbestos Product Manufacturing Plant for an increase of 
up to 10,000 tons of fire bricks, the expansion project for the Asbestos Product 
Manufacturing Plant of Iran in Esfahan with a special furnace for producing fire- 
proof products with an annual capacity of 20,000 tons. 


He went on to add: The exploitation of minerals has been continuing with a 
satisfactory momentum and particularly in the area of copper products for geo- 
metrical sections and wire manufacturing plants which became operational during 
the current year, we have had adequate production, so much so that we were able 
to export 500 tons of copper wire with a value of 706,609 dollars. Similarly, 
in the area of steel production we were able to produce 15 varieties of steel 
alloys for various industries. 


With regard to the export of building stone, we will create two new plants, one 
in Khorrasan and one in Azarshahr so as to be able to enter the market with good 
quality stones. We further hope to put this plan into action in most of the 
quarries of the country in order to gain access to the building stone markets 
of the neighboring countries. 
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In a like fashion, for the first time in 1365 we were able to export some metal- 
lic concentrates such as diatomite, carbonate of calcium, mica, talcum powder 
and silicate clay. On the other hand, we are witnessing the import of certain 
minerals; for this purpose we have formed a special committee in the ministry 
in order to investigate the list of import items and so far as possible prevent 
the import of those items which can be produced domestically. 


In conclusion, the minister of mines and metals pointed to the research and 


training activities of the said ministry with regard to an increase in the 
scientific expertise of the mining personnel. 
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TRAN SOUTE ASIA 


PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES TO MAKE COUNTRY SELF-SUFFICIENT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 7 Jan 87 P 3 


[Text] Bandar ‘Abbas--With the installation of pharmaceutical plants in the 
provinces of Tehran, East Azarbaijan, Esfahan, Lor2stan and Khorrasan until 
1371 [21 March 1992 - 20 March 1993] all the pharmaceutical products will be 
produced in the country. Dr Nik Nezhad, deputy minister of pharmaceutical 
department of the Ministry of Health Care and Medical Training who has travel- 
led to Bandar ‘Abbas made the above statement in an interview yesterday morning. 


He further stated: In order to coordinate the pharmaceutical production with 
the population growth, according to the research and studies which have been 
carried out, with the creation of pharmaceutical plants in Tabriz, Esfahan, 
Mashhad, Tehran and Borujerd by the year 1371 all the pharmaceutical products 
such as ampules, pills, concentrated syrups, etc. will be produced domestically. 


The deputy minister of pharmaceutical department of the Ministry of Health Care 
and Medical Training also added: In this regard, a month from now a serum 
manufacturing plant will be put in operation in Tehran. The entire construc- 
tion and technological affairs of this plant, which ranks as one of the largest 
and most modern serum-man facturing plants in the world, have been carried out 
by the Iranian engineers and specialists. 


While pointing to the fact that this plant will be able to produce 15 million 
units of serum annually, he said: With the installation of another serum manu- 
facturing plant which is under study, until the next two years we will become 
self-sufficient in this area. 





Dr Nik Nezhad while stating that by the next year one pharmaceutical plant 
will be installed in Esfahan and another one will be put in operation in Tabriz 
by 1367 [21 March 1988 - 20 March 1989], also emphasized: All such plants will 
become operational by the Iranian engineers and specialists who work in concert 
with the responsible officials of the pharmaceutical concerns of the country. 
He further stated: In concert with the installation of pharmaceutical plants 
and as regards the establishing of relevant factories for producing the neces- 
sary raw materials, certain steps have been taken and the existing plants have 
also taken measures in securing the necessary raw materials. 


In this regard he further added: The Pharmaceutical Distribution Plant [Daru- 
Pakhsh] has put some items such as injection and hygienic sodium in a mass 
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producing category which have made it unnecessary for us to import these items. 


As regards other measures pertaining to the pharmaceutical self-sufficiency 

of the country, the deputy minister of pharmaceutical department of the Ministry 
of Health Care and Medical Training also stated: At present, with regard to 

the production of some pharmaceutical items such as ointments we are completely 
self-sufficient and we hope to be able to export some quantity of the items 
which exceed our domestic consumption needs. 


In conclusion, as regards the powdered milk he said: There is enough supply 
of powdered milk for the infants for one year and we hope with the cooperation 
of the Ministries of Commerce, Industries and that of Agriculture, to be able 
to secure the powdered milk supply of the infants for a period of two years. 


Inauguration of Bandar ‘Abbas Pharmaceutical Distribution Center 


In the presence of Dr Nik Nezhad, deputy minister of pharmaceutical department 
of the Ministry of Health Care and Medical Training, the pharmaceutical distri- 
bution facilities of Bandar ‘Abbas became operational yesterday. 


At the opening ceremonies of these facilities, where some of the executive of- 
ficials of the province and the managing director of the Central Pharmaceutical 
Distribution were present, Dr Nik Nezhad while explaining the pharmaceutical 
situation of the country, stated: During the first nine months of the current 
year the consumption of drugs and medical substances, in comparison to the si- 
milar period of the year 1364 [21 March 1985 - 20 March 1986] has increased 
about 64 percent. Of the total consumption about 81 percent were produced 
domestically and the remaining portion was imported. 


He further added: With due regard to the economic policies of the country, 

the planning of the Ministry of Health Care and Medical Training is directed 
toward securing the basic pharmaceutical needs of the country and wich the pro- 
per collaboration between the various relevant distribution, production and 
pharmaceutical companies, all our current and coming year's needs have been 
met. 


He also went on to say: The installation of centers and other pharmaceutical 
distribution companies in the provincial capitals and particularly those areas 
which are far away from the capital is one of the more effective measures, thus 
if the responsible provincial officials put the land and other necessary pos- 
sibilities at the disposal of such companies we will be able to distribute our 
pharmaceutical supply among those individuals who are in need of such substances. 
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TRAN SOUTH ASIA 


KHAMENE'I ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS BIAS AGAINST THIRD WORLD 
LD170934 Tehran IRNA in English 0915 GMT 17 May 87 


[Text] Tehran, May 17, IRNA--The International Telecommunications Day was 
marked here Saturday with a message from President ‘Ali Khamene'i, in a 
ceremony attended by a large number of military and civilian officials. 


President Khamene'i's message said that today the sophisticated tele- 
communication facilities were unequally distributed at the international 
scene and had become the means of furthering the political, economic and 
military interests of a few industrialized countries. 


Referring to unlimited news activities of the imperialist news networks, the 
message said that big industrialized states were exploiting telecommunica- 
tions to impose their policies, ‘ourtesy their information domination over 
other countries. 


As a result, cultural values of the Third World countries had been down- 
graded and weakened by the countries which had the means for producing and 
distributing the sophisticated news information technology, at their 
disposal. 


The message referred to recent vicious propaganda of these networks against 
the Islamic Revolution of Iran as a plot against the Third World in general 
and Islamic culture in particular. 
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PAKISTAN SOUTH ASIA 


CONCERN EXPRESSED OVER SEPARATIST TREND, SUBVERSION 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 31 Jan 87 p 9 
[Article by Sayyed Anwar Ghalib: "Indian Army on Pakistan's Borders"] 


[Excerpt] For the first time, reports on the state of Sind and external 
aggression are becoming a matter of concern to Muslim League political 
circles. Observers have confirmed to political circles that vast numbers of 
political workers in the Muslim League have forcefully told their higher 
leadership that along with all the parties that are linked in the Pakistan 
alliance——the MRD-—-and outside it, all religious, pious, Islam-loving and. 
rightwing parties should be invited for talks. And their political partnership 
or association should be established with the Muslim League. These parties 
have also advised the higher leadership of the Muslim League to abandon the 
differences over the Shariat bill, because if the Islam-loving leadership were 
to establish a political alliance with communists, socialists and secular 
democratic politicians, then the administration might be confronted with a 
situation like that of 1977. Im Sind, after the People's Party and 
Jamaat-i-Islami decided a political collaboration between themselves, they 
adopted a new strategy to harass the administration from inside and outside 
the Assembly. The Muslim League political circles are watching this with 
great anxiety. With the political collaboration of G.M. Syed, Mumtaz Ali . 
Bhutto, Abdul Hafiz, Pirzada and Muhajir Qaumi movement, the elements that 
hate Pakistan and Islam are getting stronger. Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, the pro- 
moderation leader of the NPP, has confirmed that the leaders of the 

Muhajir Qaumi movement are hoping for an attack on Sind by India and for 
direct military intervention by Indian Prime Minister Raijv Gandhi. 

Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi has also said that a member of the MQM has personally 
asked him when India will come to the aid of MQM followers. It would 
certainly not be incorrect to assume that a movement for a free Sindhudesh 
has been the target of the Muhajirs. It also has the support of hundreds of 
thousands of trained Biharis, who want to play the role of Mukti Bahaini, 
i.e., a liberation force, for G.M. Syed because their social and economic 
interests inside and outside India are aligned with the forces that support 
the final liberation of Sind from Islamabad so that Karachi, in the words of 
Malik Muhammad Qasim, can be made into a Hong Kong. This is the basis of 

the dirty conspiracy to kindle the fires of racial and linguistic disturbances 
by seemingly trying to return the capital to Karachi at a time when the 
Indian forces have made new plans to grab Kashmir (according to Sardar Qayum). 
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The status of this matter is such that what is needed is a general under- 
standing, a national reconciliation, all-embracing political tolerance, 
unification, brotherliness and cooperation. All political, religious and 
pious parties should collectively confront the present situation. Nawabzada 
Nasrullah Khan, Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi and Benazir Bhutto, have also stated that, 
keeping in wind the country's pressing external danger, suitable and immediate 
cooperation with the Junejo government should be extended as much as possible. 
If a new war were to ensue between Pakistan and India, it could be a lengthy 
one like that of Iran and Iraq, for which it would be extremely important to 
be prepared economically, socially and politically. This should be accom 
plished by the parliament, whose representatives believe that they actually 
represent the public. It is not too likely that the recent tensions between 
Pakistan and India will dissipate, although it is not too difficult to imagine 
that they will go away. Anyway, there is great need for extreme alertness. 
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PAKISTAN SOUTH ASIA 


ISLAMIC SCHOLAR ON POLITICAL SITUATION, ROLE OF PARTIES 
Islamabad HURMAT in Urdu 31 Jun-7 Feb 87 pp 8-10 


[Interview with Dr Israr Ahmad, Islamic scholar and theologian, by ~~ ____ 
Maqboolul Rahman Mufti; date and place not given] oe 


[Excerpts] Question: The majority of our religious parties are opposed to the 
People's Party, but your attitude is to the contrary. To what do you attribute. 
this? 


Answer: Picture very clearly the two things that are dear to me and try to 
view them from my standpoint: the survival of this country and the preserva- 
tion of Islam. These two are really one and the same, because this country 
has no foundation without Islam. Undoubtedly, democracy and politics were 

not present before the Bhutto era; they were the work of Mr Bhutto. And at 
first, the results were poor. I have often said that prior to the Bhutto era, 
politics was conducted in the living rooms of the rich and noble, and from 
there Mr Bhutto dragged it to the alley and the street. But unfortunately, 
the public was politically untrained and no democratic awareness had been 
generated; the alley and the street were ruled by vagabonds. Therefore, in 
whatever manner politics was previously handled in the living rooms, all 

that came to pass openly in the alley and the street, and accordingly the 
results were bad. But one thing surely came to pass, and that is that politics 
came to the public level. If we consult the entire history of Pakistan, it is 
unusual to find a party still intact and existing despite the fact that it 
existed for 9 years outside the confines of power, was the biggest source of 
displeasure to the seats of power, and moreover was censured by many other 
parties. It is wrong to ignore such facts, so my attitude is very different 
from that of those who are opposed to the People's Party. I believe it is the 
duty of a political party, which has its own ideologies, to be in touch with 
the people of this country and to move them into the political arena. I believe 
that if the People's Party were to be forced or bullied out of the political 
arena, the efforts to abolish it would be detrimental instead of beneficial. 


Question: What do you think about the present role of the People's Party and 
the policies of Benazir Bhutto in national politics? 


Answer: When Miss Bhutto returned to Pakistan, due to the welcome she received 
she gave the wrong impression of herself and her future. I think now she is 
trying to correct her mistakes. Furthermore, I do not consider fair the most 
recent elections, which were nonparty and nonpolitical. The referendum held 
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by President Ziaul Haq was also fraudulent, and in addition, he was not 
authorized to impose the amendments he made to the constitution. The public 
participated in the elections that were held in the midst of all this because 
the structure of our society is such that a well-to-do person cannot afford to 
stay away from the political process for fear of risking his social stature. 
Thus the public participation was good. I made comments then that elections 
will improve the situation. Even the Shvora, which was a totally nominated 
body, did not turn out to be a mere puppet; this time, after all, people were 
elected somehow and only then did they find their way into the Assembly. Now, 
pressure should be exerted both from within the Assembly and from outside, 

so that with this two-pronged effort the country will gradually be moved toward 
democracy, and it appears that conditions are already developing in that 
direction. The public has observed that the Assembly has not proved to be a 
rubber stamp. If no incident occurs immediately as a punishment for our evil 
deeds, a situation of potential understanding will develop, and there will be a 
progressive march toward full-fledeged democracy. 


Question: The agitators in favor of confederation have been apprehended, and 
litigation has been instituted against them, but the government is not taking 
any effective steps against the Jiye Sind movement or its founder, G.M. Syed. 
What is your analysis? 


Answer: My analysis is that any government, and especially a dictatorial 
government, has its own preferences. It might consider a person or a group to 
be harmful to the country, but if it does not sense any immediate danger to 

its power, it continues to ignore them. If comparatively there is a group 

that is more effective and more capable on the ideological level and that 
exhibits an immediate potential for danger, then it cannot be ignored. And 
that is precisely the difference between G.M. Syed and those in the [Sind-Baluch- 
Pashtoon] Front. Even if G.M. Syed is openly against Pakistan, not only is he 
going to make poisonous statements against Pakistan but he is also capable of 
making silly remarks against our elderly and our forefathers. Since the people 
who entertain such thoughts say so openly, they do not pose an immediate threat 
to the present administration. The People's Party is a big threat, so efforts 
have been made to dismantle it. The Front also has political importance. 
Elements from all three angry small states are joined in this, and this poses 

a threat to the rulers, so these elements have been selected to be put on trial 
for rebellion. If this in fact takes place then it will be terrible indeed, 
because history will not forgive the present rulers for such a crime. It is 
being said that in order to tarnish the image of the People's Party in Sind, 
the Jiye Sind group is being supported. If this is true then it is the same 
kind of ineptitude that Indira Gandhi demonstrated against Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwala. 





Question: Do you think that the Sind problem will be solved by such legal 
actions? 
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Answer: To my way of thinking, it should be solved by keeping in mind the 
constitution, and in particular it should be acknowledged that Pakistan is a 
home and that its inhabitants can decide on their own affairs. Confederation 


and federation are merely technical terms; the main problems are how to handle 


the formation of the states and how the power should be divided between the 
States and the center. These issues are such that they must be genuinely 
deliberated upon from scratch in the public courts, where local hearing is 
accomplished at the public level, and ample opportunity is afforded for the 
exchange of ideas. Then the issues should be solved through public consulta- 
tion. This is the only way; there is no other. 


Question: Even if the Shariat bill is approved, in the present moral climate 
of the nation do you think any steps can be taken toward Islamization? 


Answer: In my view, through this bill no progress is possible toward a 
consensus based, fair Islamic system, but this bill may be very effective in 
removing many evils of our society. The system and the law I regard to 

be separate issues. This bill concerns itself only with the law. As for 
changing the system, we have to think about the systems of landownership and 
feudalism. Pakistan has the problem of peasantry and absentee landlordism. 
On these problems, first, should or should not these be allowed to remain? 
There are differences in the views of Muslim jurists and religious thinkers, 
and second, for the enforcement of solutions on these matters, strong, 
affirmative action is required, and that only can be achieved through a 
parliament; it is impossible using only the courts. 
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